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s identity. See Open Records 
identities 

police or similar law-enforcement agencies, as 
of statutes with civil or criminal penalties to "administrative 

a duty of inspection or of law enforcement within their particular spheres." See Open 
Records Decision No. 279 at 2 (1981) (citing 8 John H. Wigmore. Evidence ;11 Tria!s al 

Common Law, § 2374, at 767 (J. McNaughton rev cd. 1961 ). The report must be of a 
violation of a criminal or civil statute. See Open Records Decision Nos. 582 at 2 (1990), 515 
at 

You assert that the responsive information identifies a complainant who reported violations 
of city ordinances to the Code Enforcement Division of the city's Community Services 
Department (the "division"). You explain the division is responsible for enforcing the 
relevant portions ofthe city ordinances. You also explain that violations of the relevant city 
ordinances are misdemeanors punishable by fine. Furthermore. you state the requestor does 
not already know the identity of the informer at issue. Based on you representations and our 
review, we conelude the city may withhold the responsive information, which we have 
marked. under section 552.101 of the Government Codc in conjunction with the 
common-law informer's privilege. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those fights and 
responsibilities, please visit our website at =~'-'-'-..:...:.....:-,-==.=,,;;=~-,-=~,,-="'-'-'.=-::=~~:..c~~' 
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government I lotline. toll free. 
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 
information under Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator the Office of 
the Attorney General, toll free at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 
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c: Requestor 
enclosures) 


