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we note you redacted portions of responsive information at Pursuant 
to section 552.301 of the Government Code. a governmental body that seeks to withhold 
requested information must submit to this office a copy of the information, labeled to 
indicate \vhich exceptions apply to which parts of the copy. unless the governmental body 
has received a previous determination for the information at issue. Gov't Code § 552.30 I (a), 
(e)(l)(D). Open Records Decision No. 684 (2009) authorizes the withholding of ten 
categories of information. including e-mail addresses of members of the public under 
section 552.l37 of the Government Code, without the necessity of requesting an attorney 
general decision. IIowever, you do not assert. nor does our review indicate, that you have 
been otherwise authorized to withhold the addresses and telephone numbers of private 
individuals you have redacted without seeking a ruling from this ofTice. See ld. 
§ 552.301(a); Open Records Decision No. 673 (2000). In this instance, we can discern the 
nature of the redacted information; thus. being deprived of that information does not inhibit 
our ability to make a ruling. However. in the future. the city should refrain from redacting 
any information it is not authorized to withhold in seeking an open records ruling. unless the 
information is the subject of a previous determination under section 552.301 of the 
Government Code. See Gov't Code. §§ 552.301(e)(1)(D), .302. Failure to do so may result 

the presumption the redacted information is public. See id. § 552.302. 

Section 103 of the Government Code provides in part as follows: 

(a) Information is excepted from [required public disclosure 1 if it is 
information relating to litigation of a civil or criminal nature to which the 
state or a political subdivision is or may be a party or to which an officer or 
employee of the state or a political subdivision, as a consequence of the 
person's office or employment, is or may be a party. 

(c) Infonnation relating to litigation involving a governmental body or an 
otTicer or employee of a governmental body is excepted from disclosure 
under Subsection (a) only if the litigation is pending or reasonably anticipated 
on the date that the requestor applies to the otTicer for public information for 
access to or duplication of the information. 

§ 103(a). (c). A governmental body has the burden of providing facts and 
documents to show that the section 552.103(a) exception is applicable in a particular 
situation. The test for meeting this is showing that (1) litigation is pending or 
reasonably anticipated on the date the governmental body received the request, and the 
information at issue is related to that litigation. Univ. of Tex. Law Sch v. Tex. Legal 
Found, 958 S.W.2d 479,481 (Tex. App.-Austin 1997, no pet.); Heardv. Houston Post 
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You inform us, and have provided documentation showing, that a lawsuit styled Jenni/er 
Florence Dawson, James Reagan Clark, Jared Schiffher, individually and 011 hehal/%fher 
similarly situated v. Cit yo/Dallas, Cause No. DC-II 14271-1, was filed in the 191 st District 
Court of Dallas County on the same day the city received the instant request. Based on your 
representations and our review, we agree that litigation to which the city is a party was 
pending on the date the city received the request. We further find that the information at 
issue relates to the pending litigation. Therefore, the city may withhold the information at 
issue under section 552.103 of the Government Code. 3 

We note. however, once information has been obtained by all parties to the pending litigation 
through discovery or otherwise, no section 552.1 03(a) interest exists with respect to that 
information. Open Records Decision Nos. 349 (1982), 320 (1982). Thus, information that 
has either been obtained by or provided to all of the opposing pm1ies in the litigation is not 
excepted from disclosure under section 552.103(a) and must be disclosed. Further, the 
applicability of section 552.1 03(a) ends once the litigation has concluded. See Attorney 
General Opinion MW -575 (1982); see also Open Records Decision No. 350 (1982). 

letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and 
responsibilities, please visit our website at ~='----'-'--'-'--'~=-'-"-"'=~~~=~~~~~~ 
or call the OfTice Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673-6839, Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of 
the Attorney General, toll free at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, 

Scan Nottingham 
Assistant Attorney 
Open Records Division 

SN/agn 

our ruling is dispositive, we need not address your remaining arguments against disclosure. 
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c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 


