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as 
or criminal to "administrative a 

duty of inspection or oflaw enforcement within their particular spheres." See Open Records 
Decision No. 279 at 2 (1981 ) (citing 8 John H. Wigmore, EVIDENCE IN TRIALS AT COMMON 
LAW, § 2374, at 767 (J. McNaughton rev. ed. 1961». The report must be ofa violation of 
a criminal or civil statute. See Open Records Decision Nos. 582 at 2 (1990), 515 at 4-5 
(1988). The privilege excepts the informer's statement only to the extent necessary to protect 
the informer's identity. See Open Records Decision No. 549 at 5 (1990). 

You state the information you have marked in Exhibit B reveals the identity of a complainant 
who reported a possible violation of section 7-3.1 of the Dallas City Code using the 
city's 3-1-1 system. You inform us the 3-1-1 system routes the reports of alleged violations 
to the proper law enforcement entities, including the city's police and code enforcement 
departments. You explain a violation of the city code at issue is a misdemeanor punishable 
by a fine. There is no indication the subject of the complaint knows the identity of the 
complainant. Based on your representation and our review, we conclude the city may 
withhold the marked information in Exhibit B under section 552.101 of the Government 
Code conjunction with the common-law informer's privilege.2 See Open Records 
Decision No. 156 (1977) (name of person who makes complaint about another individual to 

s animal control division is excepted from disclosure by informer's privilege so long as 
information furnished discloses potential violation of state law). 

Section 552.130 of the Government Code provides that information relating to a motor 
vehicle operator's or driver's license or permit issued by an agency of this state or another 
state or country is excepted from public release. Gov't Code § 552.l30(a)(1). The city must 
withhold the driver's license number you have marked in Exhibit D under section 552.130. 

summary, the city may withhold the information you have marked in Exhibit BundeI' 
section 552.101 of the Government Code in conjunction with the common-law informer's 
privilege. The city must withhold the driver's number you have marked in Exhibit 
D under section 552.130 of the Government Code. The remaining information must be 
released. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

CAs our ruling is dispositive, we need not address your remaining argument for this information. 
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Office Open Government Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of 
the Attorney General, toll free at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, 

Tamara H. Holland 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 
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