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sheriff s office with two ofthe three pieces of information pursuant to section 550.065( c)( 4). 
contend some accident report is excepted disclosure 

under sections 130 Code, a statute governing the release 
of specific information prevails over the exceptions to disclosure found in the Act. A 
statutory right of access generally prevails over the Act's exceptions to public disclosure. 
See Attorney General Opinion DM-146 at 3 (1992); see also Open Records Decision 
Nos. 613 at 4 (1993) (exceptions in Act cannot impinge on statutory right of access to 
information), 451 (1986) (specific statutory right of access provisions overcome general 
exceptions to disclosure under the Act). Therefore, the sheriff s office may not withhold any 
of the information subject to release under section 552.136 of the Government Code. 
However, section 552.130 has its own access provisions and, thus, is not a general exception 
under the Act. Accordingly, we must address the conflict between the access provided under 
section 550.065 of the Transportation Code and the confidentiality provided under 
section 552.130. 

Where informatjon falls within both a general and a specific provision of law, the specific 
provision prevails over the general. See Horizon/CMS Healthcare Corp. v. Auld, 34 
S.W.3d 887, 901 (Tex. 2000) ("more specific statute controls over the more general"); 
Cuellar v. Slate, 521 S.W.2d 277 (Tex. Crim. App. 1975) (under well-established rule of 
statutory construction, specific statutory provisions prevail over general ones); Open Records 
Decision Nos. 598 (1991), 583 (1990),451. Section 550.065 specifically provides access 
only to accider~ reports of the type at issue, while section 552.130 generally excepts motor 
vehicle record information maintained in any context. Thus, we conclude the access to 
accident reports provided under section 550.065 is more specific than the general 
confidentiality provided under section 552.130. Therefore, the sheriff's office may not 
withhold any portion of the CR-3 accident report form under section 552.130, but instead 
must release it in its entirety under section 550.065( c)( 4). 

You assert seine of the remaining information is excepted from disclosure under 
section 552.130 of the Government Code. Section 552.130(a) provides the following: 

Information is excepted from the requirements of Section 552.021 the 
information relates to: 

(1) a motor vehicle operator's or driver's license or permit 
issued by an agency of this state or another state or country; 

(2) a motor vehicle title or registration issued by an agency of this state or 
another state or country; or 



Ms. Janet I. Monteros - Page 3 

(3) a personal identification document issued by an agency of 
this state or another state or country or a local agency 
authorized to issue an identification document. 

Gov't Code § 552.130. However, section 552.130 is designed to protect the privacy of 
individuals, and the right to privacy expires at death. See ;Uoore v. Charles B. Pierce Film 
Enters., Inc., 589 S.W.2d 489, 491 (Tex. App.-Texarkana 1979, writ ref'd n.r.e.); Open 
Records Decision No. 272 at 1 (1981) (privacy rights lapse upon death). It appears some of 
the motor vehicle record and personal identification information in the submitted documents 
pertains to an individual who may be deceased. Thus, we must rule conditionally. The 
sheriff's office must withhold the license, permit, and identification information we have 
marked under subsections 552.130(1) and (3) of the Government Code if this information 
pertains to livin;g individuals; however, the sheriff's office may not withhold this information 
under subsection 5 52.130( a)(1) or (3) if it pertains to a deceased individual. The sheriff's 
office must also withhold the motor vehicle information we have marked under 
subsection 552.130(2) of the Government if a living person owns an interest in each vehicle 
at issue; hOv'ir;ver, the sheriff's office may not withhold this information under 
section 552.130( a)(2) if no living person owns an interest in the vehicle at issue. 

You assert some of the remaining information is excepted under section 552.147 of the 
Government Code, which provides "rt]he social security number of a living person is 
excepted from') required public disclosure under the Act. Gov't Code § 552.147(a). 
However, the remaining information does not contain a social security number. Thus, the 
sheriff's office may not withhold any of the remaining information on that ground. 

To conclude, the sheritI's office must release the information we have marked under 
section 550.065 ofthe Transportation Code. The sheriff's office must withhold the license, 
permit, or identification information we have marked under subsections 552.130(a)(I) 
and (3)of the Government Code if it pertains to a living person. The sheriffs office must 
also withhold the vehicle information we have marked under subsection 552. 130(a)(2) of the 
Government Code if a living person owns an interest in each vehicle at issue. The sheriff s 
office must release the remaining information. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and ofthe requestor. For more information concerning those rights and 
responsibilities; please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/openlindex orl.php, 
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 
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