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whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under 
"Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govemment Code. Your request was 

IS 

30 of the Government Code. 
information you submitted. 

considered the exceptions 

to one in 
second request. We therefore assume the city has released infom1ation responsive 

request that existed when the city the request. Ifnot, 
any such information immediately. See Gov't Code §§ 552.221, 

664 (2000). 

I Section 552, authorizes a or"'p,.,."",,, to redaet a soeial number 
from public release without the neeessity of 

note the Aet does not require a governmental body to release information that did not exist when 
it reeeived a request or ere ate responsive information, See Econ, Opportunities Dev, Corp, v. Bustamante, 562 
S,W,2d 266 (Tex. Civ, App,-San Antonio 1978, writ dism'd); Open Reeords Deeision Nos. 605 at 2 
(1 555 at 1 (1990),452 at 3 (1986), 362 at 2 (1 
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101 in conjunction 
courts have long recognized. See v . 

. 2d 935, 937 (Tex. Crim. App. 1969). The informer's privilege protects the identities 
of persons who report activities over which the governmental body has criminal or quasi

lavv-enforcement authority, provided the subject of the information does not already 
informer's identity. See Open Records Decision Nos. 515 at 3 (1988),208 at 1 

(1 The privilege protects the identities of individuals who report violations of statutes 
to police or similar law-enforcement agencies, as well as those who report violations of 
statutes with civil or criminal penalties to "administrative officials having a duty 
inspection or of law enforcement within their particular spheres." See Open Records 

279 at 2 (1981 ) (citing 8 John H. Wigmore, EVIDENCE IN TRIALS AT 

, § 23 at 767 (1. McNaughton rev. ed. 1961)). The report must be of a violation 
or .. statute. See Open Records Decision Nos. 582 at 2 (1990), 515 at 4-5. The 
excepts the informer's statement only to the extent necessary to protect 

identity. See Open Records Decision No. 549 at 5 (1990). 

submitted as Exhibit E pertains to complaints of barking dogs at 
provided by the requestor. You contend some of the information in 

the informer's privilege under section 552.101. 
, that E identifies a complainant who 

under section 
submitted information. 

circumstances. 

requestor. 
our website at ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~, 

the Attomey General's Open Government 
Questions concerning allowable charges 

Hotline, toll 
providing public 
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. Morris, III 
Assistant Attomey General 
Open Records Division 

documents 


