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occupation, and city of residence of a patient who is receiving emergency 

Health & Safety Code § 773.091(b), (g). Thus, except for the information specified in 
section 773.091(g), emergency medical services ("EMS") records are deemed confidential 
under section 773.091 and, therefore, may only be released in accordance with chapter 773 
of the Health and Safety Code. See id. §§ 773.091-.093. We note this information may be 
released to "any person who bears a written consent of the patient or other persons authorized 
to act on the patient's behalf." Id. § 773.092(e)(4). When the patient is deceased, the 
patient's perso;1al representative may consent to the release of the patient's records. Id. 
§ 773.093(a); 3ee also Open Records Decision No. 632 (1995) (defining "personal 
representative" for purposes of section 773.093 ofthe Health and Safety Code). The consent 
must be in "\vriting, signed by the patient, authorized representative, or personal 
representative, and specify (l) the information to be covered by the release; (2) the reasons 
or purposes for the release; and (3) the person to whom the information is to be released. 
Health & Safet:, Code § 773.093(a). You state the information pertains to an individual who 
is deceased. We note the requestor is identified in the records as the decedent's ncxt of kin. 
Howevcr, you state the requestor has not provided the required consent. Accordingly, with 
the exception of the information subject to section 773.091(g), the city must withhold the 
submitted information under section 552.101 of the Government Code in conjunction with 
section 773 .091 (b) of the Health and Safety Code, unless the decedent's personal 
representative provides the city with written consent that meets the requirements 
section 773.093(a). See id. §§ 773.092, .093; ORD 632. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and 
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.L1s/open/index orLphp, 
or call the Oaice of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, ton free, 
at (877) 673-CD9. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the OffIce of 
the Attorney Geperal, toll free at'(888) 672-6787. 

Sinc;etel)f, 
if 

Neal Falgoust 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 
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