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Code § 552.101. Section552.101 doctrine of common-law privacy, which 
it ( ) 

is not 
concern to the public. Indus. Found. v. Indus. Accident Bd.. 540 S.W.2d 668, 685 
(Tex 1976). To demonstrate the applicability of common-law privacy, both prongs of this 
test must be established. Id. at 681-82. A compilation of an individual's criminal history 
is highly embarrassing information, the publication of which would be highly objectionable 
to a reasonable person. Cf us. Dep'l ofJlIstice v. Reporters Comm. for Freedom of the 
Press, 489 U.S. 749, 764 (1989) (when considering prong regarding individual's privacy 
interest, court recognized distinction between public records found in courthouses files and 
local police stc.lions and compiled summary of information and noted that individual has 
significant privacy interest in compilation of one's criminal history). Furthermore, we find 
a compilation of a private citizen's criminal history is generally not of legitimate concern to 
the public. We agree the present request requires the city to compile unspecified criminal 
history record~ concerning the individual named in the request, and thus, implicates the 
named individ'Aal's right to privacy. Therefore, to the extent the city maintains law 
enforcement records depicting the named individual as a suspect, arrestee, or criminal 
defendant, the dtymust withhold any such information under section 552.101 in conjunction 
with common-law privacy. 

Section 552.10! of the Government Code also encompasses information protected by other 
statutes, such a':; section 58.007 of the Family provides in relevant part: 

(c) Exc:c;pt as provided by Subsection (d), law enforcement records and files 
concerning a child and information stored, by electronic means or otherwise, 
concerning the child from which a record or could be generated may not 
be disclosed to the public and shall be: 

(1) if maintained on paper or microfilm, kept separate from adult files 
and records; 

if maintained electronically in same computer system as 
records or files relating to adults, be accessible under controls that are 
separate and distinct from controls to access electronic data 
(~oncerning adults; and 

maintained on a local basis only and not sent to a central state or 
federal depository, except as provided by Subchapters B, D, and E. 

Fam. Code § SR.007(c). Juvenile law enforcement records relating to delinquent conduct or 
conduct indicating a need for supervision that occurred on or after September 1, 1997 are 
confidential under section 58.007. See td. § Sl.03(a), (b ) (defining "delinquent conduct" and 
"conduct indica.ting a need for supervision"). For purposes of section 58.007( c), a "child" 
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a 
or conduct indicating a need for supervision that occurred after September 1, 1 
state none ofl.he exceptions in section 58.007 apply to this information. Thus, the 
information we have marked is confidential pursuant to section 58.007( c) of the Family 
Code, and the city must withhold it under section 552.101 of the Government Code. 
However, you have failed to demonstrate the remaining information consists of juvenile law 
enforcement records which involve a child ten years of age or older and under seventeen 
years of age engaged in delinquent conduct or conduct indicating a need for supervision. 
Therefore, none of the remaining information may be withheld under section 552.101 in 
conjunction with section 58.007 of the Family Code. 

Section 552.108(a)(l) excepts from disclosure "[i]nformation held by a law enforcement 
agency or prosecutor that deals with the detection, investigation, or prosecution of crime ... 
if ... release of the information would interfere with the detection, investigation, or 
prosecution of crime[.]" Gov't Code § 552.1 08(a)(l). A governmental body claiming 
section 552.108 must reasonably explain how and why the release of the requested 
information would interfere with law enforcement. See id. §§ 552.1 08(a)(l), .301 (e)(l )(A); 
see also Ex parte Pruitt, 551 S.W.2d 706 (Tex. 1977). You inform us, and provide 
documentation 'from the Cedar Park Police Department showing, the information submitted 
as Exhibit D to an investigation that is open pending further information. 
Based on your representation and our we conclude the release of this information 
would interfen' with the detection, investigation, or prosecution of crime. See Houston 
Chronicle Publ 'g Co, v, City of HOllston, 1 S.W.2d 177 (Tex. Civ. App.-Houston [14th 
Dist.] 1975), w"il ref'd n.r,e. per curiam, 536 S.W.2d 559 (Tex. 1976) (court delineates law 
enforcement interests that are present active cases). Therefore, we find 
section 552.1 08(a)(1) generally applicable to Exhibit D. 

However, we note section 552.108 does not except from disclosure basic information about 
an arrested per~;on, an arrest, or a crime. Gov't Code § 552.1 08( c). Basic information refers 
to the information held to be public in Hous/on Chronicle. See 531 S. W.2d at 186-88; Open 
Records Decision No. 127 (1976) (summarizing types of information considered to be basic 
information). We note basic information does not include motor vehicle record information 
encompassed by section 552.130 of the Government Code. See Gov't Code § 552.130. 
Thus, with the exception of the basic information, which must be released, the city may 
withhold Exhibit D under section 552.108(a)(l) of the Government Code.2 

Section 552.130 of the Government Code provides that information relating to a motor 
vehicle operater's license, driver's license, motor vehicle title, or registration issued by an 

2 As our mling is dispositive, we need not address your remaining argument against disclosure for this 
information under section 552, I 08(b)(I) of the Government Code, 
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state or another state or is excepted from public release. 3 

to 

Open Records Decision No. 684 is a previous determination authorizing all 
governmental bodies to withhold ten categories of information, including Texas license plate 
numbers, under section 552 .130( a)(2) without the necessity of requesting an attorney general 
decision. See ORD 684. Thus, the city may redact Texas license plate numbers in 
accordance with Open Records Decision No. 684. However, the vehicle identification 
numbers you h.we marked are not subject to Open Records Decision No. 684 and may not 
be redacted without requesting an attorney general decision. Therefore, the city must 
withhold the vt~hicle identification numbers we have marked under section 552.130. 

As previously noted, section 552.101 of the Government Code encompasses the doctrine of 
common-law plivacy, which is subject to the two-part test discussed above. Common-law 
privacy also protects the types of information considered intimate or embarrassing by the 
Texas Suprem'.: Court, which includes information relating to sexual assault, pregnancy, 
mental or physical abuse in the workplace, illegitimate children, psychiatric treatment of 
mental disorders, attempted suicide, and injuries to sexual organs. Indus. Found., 540 
S.W.2d at 683. Further, this office has found that common-law privacy generally protects 
the identifying information of juvenile offenders. See Open Records Decision No. 394 
(1983); cf Fam. Code § 58.007. Upon review, we find a portion of the remaining 
information, which we have marked, is highly intimate or embarrassing and not oflegitimate 
concern to the public. Accordingly, the city must withhold this information under 
section 552.101 of the Government Code in conjunction with common-law privacy. 

In summary, to the cxtent the city maintains law enforcement records depicting the named 
individual as [; suspcct, arrestee, or criminal defendant, the city must withhold any such 
information under section 552.101 in conjunction with common-law privacy. The city must 
withhold the information we have marked under section 552.101 of the Government Code 

conjunction \.vith section 58.007(c) of the Family Code. With the exception of the basic 
information, the city may withhold Exhibit D under section 552.1 08( a)( 1) of the Government 
Code. The must withhold the vehicle identification numbers we have marked under 
section 552.130 of the Government Code and the information we have marked under 
section 552.101. in conjunction with common-law privacy. The remaining information must 
be released. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limitcd 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

3The Office of the Attorney General will raise a mandatory exception on behalf of a governmental 
body but ordinarily will not raise other exceptions. See Open Records Decision Nos. 481 (1987), 480 
(1987), 470 (1987). 
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General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of 
the Attorney Gf;';neral, toll free at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, 

MicheneR. Garza 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

MRG/ag 
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