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plate number pursuant to section as well. Open Records Decision No. 684 (2009) 
to 

not license plate numbers, under 
the Government Code, without the necessity of requesting an attorney general decision. 
Furthermore, on September 1,2011, the Texas legislature amended section 552.130 to allow 
a governmentai body to redact the information described in subsections 552.130(a)(1) and 
(a)(3), such as driver's license numbers, without the necessity of seeking a decision from the 
attorney geneml. Gov't Code § 552.130(c). However, the amendments are limited to the 
information d!;.;scribed in subsections 552.130(a)(1) and (a)(3) and do not permit a 
governmental body to redact information described in subsection 552.130(a)(2) regarding 
motor vehicle titles and registration, such as a license plate number, without asking the 
attorney general for a decision. It appears you have also redacted a Federal Bureau of 
Investigation ("FBI") number, certain information pertaining to the offenses at issue, and the 
name of a defndant from the documents you have provided to the requestor, You do not 
assert, nor doe,..; our review of our records indicate, the district attorney's office has been 
authorized to vcthhold any of these remaining types of information without seeking a ruling 
from this office. See Gov't Code § 552.301(a); Open Records Decision No. 673 (2000). 
Because we can discern the nature of this redacted information, being deprived of this 
information d0~s not inhibit our ability to make a ruling in this instance. Nevertheless, be 
advised that a fnilure to provide this office with requested information generally deprives us 
ofthe ability te. determine whether information may be withheld and leaves this office with 
no alternative ocher than ordering that the redacted information be released. See Gov't Code 
§§ 552.301 (governmental body must provide this office with copy of "specific 
information rec:uested"), 552.302. 

Section 552.1 (11 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered 
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't 
Code § 552.10 1. This section encompasses information protected by other statutes. You 
assert some oftne submitted information is confIdential under former section 502.008 of the 
Transportation· Code. However, former section 502.008 has been repealed. See Act of 
May 30, 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., ch. 1296, § 247, 2011 Tex. Gen. Laws 3619, 3708. 
Therefore, the district attorney's office may not withhold any of the submitted information 
under section S 52.1 01 on that ground. 

Section 552.101 also encompasses section 508.313 of the Government Code, which is 
applicable to records of the Texas Department of Criminal Justice ("TDCJ"). 
Section 508.3;3 provides in part the following: 

(a) All "lformation obtained and maintained, including a victim protest letter 
or othe': correspondence, a victim impact statement, a list of inmates eligible 
for rekase on parole, and an arrest record of an inmate, is confidential and 
privileged if the information relates to: 

1) an inmate of the institutional division subject to release on parole, 
release to mandatory supervision, or executive clemency; 



a releasee; or 

an 
Inmate. 

(c) The department, on request or in the normal course of official business, 
shall provide information that is confidential and privileged under 
SubsecL,on (a) to: 

;4) an eligible entity requesting information for a law enforcement. 
:)rosecutoriaL correctional, clemency, or treatment purpose. 

(d) In this section, "eligible entity" means: 

(1) a government agency, including the office of a prosecuting 
attorney[. ] 

§ 508.31 a), (c)(4), (d)(l). Thus, the TDCJ may provide information that is 
encompassed section 508.3 13 to an eligible entity, and such information remains 
confidential the possession of the entity to which it was provided. See id. 
§ 50S.313( c )-(d); see also Open Records Decision No. 655 at S (1997) (information excepted 
from public di5,dosure under Act may be transferred between governmental agencies without 
destroying its confidential character if agency to which information is transferred has 
authority to obtain it). Some of the submitted information consists of releasee information 
the TDCJ pro:'ided to the district attorney's office pursuant to section 508.313. See id. 
§ 50S.313( c)( L~I, (d)(l). Thus, district attorney's office must withhold this information, 
which we have marked, under section 552.101 of the Government Code in conjunction with 
section 50S.3E of the Government Code. 3 

Section 552.1 C of the Government Code also encompasses laws that make criminal history 
record inform~ltion ("CHRI") confidential. CHRI generated by the National Crime 
Information Center or by the Texas Crime Information Center is confidential under federal 
and state law. Title 28, part 20 of the Code of Federal Regulations governs the release of 
CHRI that states obtain from the federal government or other states. Open Records Decision 
No. 565 (1990). The federal regulations allow each state to follow its individual law with 
respect to CHFI it generates. Id. Section 411.0S3(b)( 1) and 411.0S9( a) authorize a criminal 
justice agency'.'CO obtain CHRI; however, a criminal justice agency may not release CHRI 
except to another criminal justice agency for criminal justice purposes. See Gov't Code 

3As our J1Jling is dispositive, we do not address your argument to withhold this information. 
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§ 41 L089(b)(n The submitted FBI number constitutes 
must 

the Government Code and federal 

The remaining information contains fingerprints, Chapter 560 of the Government Code 
provides a gov~rnmental body may not release fingerprint information except in certain 
limited circum:;tances. See id §§ 560.001 (defining "biometric identifier" to include 
fingerprints), .002 (prescribing manner in which biometric identifiers must be maintained and 
circumstances in which they can be released), .003 (biometric identifiers in possession of 
governmental body exempt from disclosure under the Act). You do not inform us, and the 
submitted infc:bnation does not indicate, section 560.002 permits the disclosure of the 
submitted fingerprint infonnation. Therefore, the distriet attorney's office must withhold this 
information, \T.·hich we have marked, under section 552.101 in conjunction with 
section 560.00::; of the Government Code. 

Some of the remaining information is excepted from disclosure under section 552.130 of the 
Government Code.4 Section 552.l30(a) provides the following: 

Information is excepted from the requirements of Section 552.021 the 
information relates to: 

1) a motor vehicle operator's or driver's license or permit issued by 
'1n agency of this state or another state or country; 

(2) a motor vehicle title or registration issued by an agency of this state or 
another state or country; or 

a personal identification document issued by an agency of this 
state or another state or country or a local agency authorized to issue 
an identification document. 

§ 552.130 The district attorney's office must withhold the motor vehicle record 
information w.;, have marked under section 552.130. 

We conclude t'~e following: the district attorney's office must (1) withhold the information 
we have marh?d under section 552.101 of the Government Code in conjunction with 
sections 411.0~;3, 508.313, and 560.003 of the Government Code, (2) must withhold the 
information have marked under section 552.130 of the Government Code, and (3) must 

4The Om·~e of the Attorney General will raise mandatory exceptions on behalfofa governmental body. 
See Open Record:: Decision Nos. 481 at 2 (1987), 480 at 5 (1987); see, e.g., Open Records Decision No.4 70 
at 2 (1987) (bec(dse release of confidential infonnation could impair rights of third parties and because 
improper release .;onstitutes a misdemeanor, attorney general will raise predecessor statute of section 552.101 
on behalf of governmental bodies). 
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to including we 

This is limited to the particular information at issue in this request 
to the facts as t,resented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination'egarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental ']ody and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and 
responsibilities please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php, 
or call the OJfice of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of 
the Attorney General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, 

i 

Jari1¢L. (logg<:;shall 
Nssistant;Aito:;~ley General 

Records 

JLC/ag 

Ref: ID# 441)661 

Enc. SubmiFed documents 

c: Reque~~wr 

(w/o enclosures) 


