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as Subsection (b) or by Section 552.029 [of 
Govenrnent Code], information obtained or maintained by the [department] 
is excepted from [required public disclosure] if it is information about an 
inmate ',/ho is confined in a facility operated by or under a contract with the 
department. 

" 
Gov't Code § :;52.] 34(a). Section 552.134 is explicitly made subject to section 552.029, 
which provides, in relevant part: 

[n ]otwi~hstanding [s ]ection ... 552.134, the following information about an 
inmatevho is confined in a facility operated by or under a contract with the 
[department] is subject to required disclosure under Section 552.021 : 

. 8) basic information regarding the death of an inmate in custody, an 
incident involving the use of force, or an alleged crime involving the 
inmate. 

§ ofthe information, we conclude section 552.1 
is generally ap licable to this information. Although section 552.023 of the Government 
Code gives a person or a person's representative a "special right of access, beyond the right 
of the general [,ublic, to information held by a governmental body that relates to the person 

that is prot~cted from public disclosure by laws intended to protect that person's privacy 
interests," we note section 552.134 does not protect only the inmate's privacy interest. Jd. 
§ 552.023. Therefore, section 552.023 does not provide the requestor a special right 
access to the submitted information. We note the records pertain to an alleged assault 
involving inmates. Therefore, the OIG must release basic information about this alleged 

pursuanno section 552.029. Basic information includes the time and place of 
incident, name; of inmates and department officials directly involved, a brief narrative ofthe 
incident, a brief description of any injuries sustained, and information regarding criminal 
charges or disc ;plinary actions filed as a result of the incident. With the exception of the 
basic informati:m that must be released under section 552.029(8), the OIG must withhold the 
submitted info;'mation under section 552.134. 

our luling is dispositive, we need not address the remaining arguments against disclosure except 
to note that basic .nformation under section 552.029(S) corresponds to basic front-page infonnation under 
section 552.1 OS(e, of the Government Code. See Gov't Code 552.1 OS (c); Houston Chronicle Pub/'g Co. v. 

ojHouslonY' I S.W.2d I IS6-88 Civ. App.~Houston [14th Dist.] 1975), writ refd n.r,e. per 
curiam, 536 S.W.:d559 (Tex. 1976); Open Records Decision No. 127 at 3-4 (1976). 
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This ruling tri:;;gers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmentall'»dy and ofthe requestor. For more information concerning those rights and 
responsibilitie~" please visit our website at hup:l/vvvv'W.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php, 
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 
information un';,er the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of 
the Attorney General. toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, 

Ana Carolina \ ieira 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 
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