
April 17,2012 

Ms. Myrna S. Reingold 
Legal Department 
Galveston County 
722 Moody, Fifth Floor 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Dear Ms. Reingold: 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

0R20 12-0543 8 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 450810. 

Galveston County (the "county") received a request for eleven categories of information 
related to the requestor's client, four named individuals, and two named companies. You 
state the county has released some of the requested information with a personal e-mail 
address redacted under section 552.137 of the Government Code pursuant to the previous 
determmation in Open Records Decision No. 684 (2009). I You also state the county is 
withholding recordings of closed executive sessions of the Galveston County 
Commissioners' Court under section 552.101 of the Government Code in conjunction with 
section 551.104 of the Government Code in accordance with Open Records Decision 
No. 684? You claim the submitted information is excepted from disclosure under 

IThis office issued Open Records Decision No. 684, a previous detennination to all governmental 
bodies authorizing them to withhold ten categories ofillforn1ation, including e-mail addresses of members of 
the public under section 552.137 of the Government Code, without the necessity of requesting an attorney 
general decision. 

"Open Records Decision No. 684 also authorizes all governmental bodies to withhold certified tapes 
of closed meetings under section 552.101 of the Government Code in conjunction with section 551 104 of the 
Government Code without the necessity of requesting an attorney general decision. 
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sections 552.103, 552.107, and 552.111 of the Government Code.3 We have considered the 
exceptions you claim and reviewed the submitted information. 

Initially, you state the county asked the requestor for clarification of category eleven of his 
request. See Gov't Code § 552.222 (if request for information is unclear, governmental body 
may ask requestor to clarify request). You also state the requestor has not responded to this 
request for clarification; therefore, the county is not required to release any responsive 
information for which it sought clarification. However, if the requestor responds to the 
request for clarification, the county must again seek a ruling from this office before 
withholding any additional responsive information from the requestor. See City of Dallas 
v. Abbott, 304 S.W.3d 380,387 (Tex. 2010) (holding that when governmental entity, acting 
in good faith, requests clarification or narrowing of unclear or overbroad request for 
inforn1ation, ten-day period to request attorney general ruling is measured from date request 
is clarified or narrowed). 

Next, you inform us that the submitted information at issue was the subject of a previous 
request for information, in response to which this office issued Open Records Letter 
No. 2012-05103 (2012). In that decision, we ruled the county may withhold the information 
at issue under section 552.107(1) ofthe Government Code. Accordingly, as we are unaware 
of any change in the relevant law, facts, and circumstances on which the previous ruling was 
based, we conclude the county may rely on Open Records Letter No. 2012-05103 as a 
previous determination and withhold the submitted information at issue in accordance with 
that ruling. See Open Records Decision No. 673 (2001) (so long as law, facts, and 
circumstances on which prior ruling was based have not changed, first type of previous 
determination exists where requested information is precisely same information as was 
addressed in prior attorney general ruling, ruling is addressed to same governmental body, 
and ruling concludes that information is or is not excepted from disclosure). As our ruling 
is dispositive, we need not address your arguments against disclosure of this information. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

'Although you raised sections 552.116, 552.137, and 552.139 ofthe Government Code as exceptions 
to disclosure in your initial brief to this office, you did not submit to this office written comments stating the 
reasons why these sections would except the submitted information; we therefore assume you no longer assert 
these exceptions. See Gov't Code §§ 552.301, .302. In addition, although you raise section 552.101 of the 
Ciovemment Code in conjunction with Texas Rule of Evidence 503 and Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 192.5, 
this office has concluded that section 552.101 does not encompass discovery privileges. See Open Records 
Decision Nos. 676 at 1-2 (2002), 575 at 2 (1990). In this instance, the proper exceptions to raise when asserting 
the attorney-client privilege or work product privilege for infornmtion not subject to section 552.022 of the 
Government Code are sections 552.107 and 552.111, respectively. See Open Records Decision Nos. 677 
(2002),676 at 1-2. 
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This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and ofthe requestor. For more information concerning those rights and 
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/openlindex orl.php, 
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of 
the Attorney General, toll free at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, 

Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

KLCJdls 

Ref: ID# 450810 

Ene. Submitted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 


