
May 4,2012 

Ms. Timmy Bull 
Assistant Police Legal Advisor 
Arlington Police Department 
P.O. Box 1065 
Arlington, Texas 76004-1065 

Dear Ms. Bull: 

OR20 12-06605 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 5 of the (Jovcn,rnenl Code. Your 1 equest was 
assigned 1D;1 (API) Reference 6698-02061 :2). 

The Arlington Police Department (the "dl~partmenC) received a request for any reports or 
calls referencing three named individuals and the requestor. 1 You claim the submitted 
information is excepted from disclosure under section 552.101 of the Government Code. We 
have considered the exception you claim and reviewed the submitted information. 

Section 552.1 0 1 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered 
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision:' Gov't 
Code § 552.101 This section encompasses the doctrine of common-law privacy, which 
protects information if it (l) contains highly intimate or embarrassing facts, publication 
of which would be highly objectionable to a reasonable person, and (2) is not of legitimate 
concern to the public. See Indus. F01lnd. v. Tex. Indus. Accident Ed, 540 S.W.2d 668,685 
(Tex. 1976). To demonstrate the applicability ofcommon-law privacy, both clements ofthe 
test must be established. leI at 681-82. A compilation of an indi vidual's criminal history is 
highly embarrassing information, the pubiication of which yvould be highly objectionable to 
a reasonable person. Cl Unifed States Del' '{ ojJusfice l', Reporters Comm. for Freedom 

'You ~!,a\C anti iJave documentation COil the and received 
clarification ofthe r<:(tuest. See GOY'! Code § 55:?22:?( b) (govemmen:al may communicate \vilh requestor 
for purpose of clarifying or narrowing request for information); of Dallas v, 304 S. W ,3d 380. 384 
(Tex. 20 I 0) (when goycmmental entity, acting in good faith, requests clarification or narrowing of unclear or 
over-broad request for public information. ten-day period to request attorney general ruling is measured from 
date request is clarilied or narrowed). 



Timmy Bull - Page 2 

individual has significant compilation s criminal 
Furthermore, we find that a compilation of a private citizen's criminal history is generally 
not of legitimate concern to the public. 

In this instance, the requestor seeks access to unspecified law enforcement records relating 
to himself and three named individuals. Thus, this request requires the depmiment to 
compile these individuals' criminal histories and thereby implicates their privacy interests. 
We note that the requestor has a special right of access under section 552.023 of the 
Government Code to any information that would be otherwise excepted from public 
disclosure to protect his o\\n privacy. See Gov't Code § 552.023. However, to the extent 
that the department maintains any lavv enforcement records in which any of the other three 
named individuals is listed as a suspect, arrestee, or criminal defendant, the department must 
withhold any such information under section 552.101 of the Government Code in 
conjunction with common-law privacy. 

We note you have submitted records in which the three named individuals are not listed as 
suspects, arrestees, or criminal defendants. These records do not constitute a compilation of 
the three named individuals' criminal histories and may not be withheld under 
section 552.101 on that basis. We will consider your arguments under 101 
against disclosure information. 

Section 552.10 I of the Government Code also encompasses section 58.007 of Family 
Code. Juvenile law enforcement records relating to conduct that occurred on or after 
September 1, 1 are confidential under section 58.007 of the Family Code. The relevant 
language of section 58.007 reads as follows: 

(c) Except as provided by Subsection (d), law enforcement records and files 
concerning a child and information stored, by electronic means or otherwise, 
concerning the child from which a record or could be generated not 
be disclosed to the public and shall be: 

(1) if maintained on paper or microfilm, kept separate from adult files 
and records: 

if maintained electronically in the same computer system as 
rccords or files relating to adults, be accessible under controls that are 
separate and distinct from controls to access electronic data 
concerning adults; and 

(3) maintained on a local basis and not sent to a central state or 
federal depository, except as provided Subchapters E, D, and E. 



Code § 58.007(c). For purposes 
at 
juvenile 

after September I, 1997. § 51.03 (defining "delinquent conduct" for 
purposes of Fam. Code § 58.007). It does not appear that any of the exceptions in 
section 58.007 apply. Therefore, we find report 10-13761 is confidential under 
section 58.007(c) of the Family Code. Accordingly, the department must withhold 
report 10-13761 under section 552.101 of the Government Code in conjunction with 
section 58.007 oCthe Family Code. 

In summary, to the extent that the department maintains any law enforcement records in 
which any of the three named individuals other than the requestor are listed as a suspect, 
arrestee, or criminal defendant, the department must withhold any such information under 
section 552.101 of the Government Code in conjunction with common-law privacy. The 
department must withhold report 10-13761 under section 552.101 of1he Government Code 
in conjunction with section 58.007 of the Family Code. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and 
responsibilities, please visit our website at "'-'=='-'-'-~-'-'-"'===~-'-='~="'-'-'-=-"'-'-"=~~~, 
or call the OfTice of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allO\vable charges for providing public 
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the OLTke of 
the Attorney GeneraL toll free at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, 

Sean Nottingham 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

SN/akg 

Ref: 1D# 452529 

Ene. Submitted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 


