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ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

July 10,2012 

-------_.--_._-------

Ms. Connie Crawford 
Assistant County Attorney 
El Paso Cpunty Hospital District 
4815 Alameda Avenue 
8th Floor, Suite B 
EI Paso, Texas 79905 

Dear Ms. Crawford: 

---------_.-._- ----

0R20 12-1 0656 

You ask whether certain infonnation is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Infonnation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 458292 (File No. HO-12-117). 

The El Paso County Hospital District d/b/a University Medical Center of El Paso (the 
"district") received a request for (I) the signed contracts, (2) documents showing how the 
vendors were scored during evaluations, (3) a list of companies that requested the n:quest for 
proposals' ("RFP") and submitted a proposal, (4) reports related to contract perfonnance, 
and (5) the RFP and addenda pertaining to a specified RFP. You infonn us that the district 
does not have any infonnation responsive to items one and four of the request. I You also 
state you have released infonnation responsive to items three and five. Although you take 
no position as to whether the submItted infonnation pertaining to item two is excepted under 
the Act, you iufonn us that release of this infonnation may implicate the proprietary interests 
of Alegis Revenue Group, LLC ("Alegis"); Cardon Healthcare Network, LLC d/b/a Cardon 

ITh~ Act does not require a governmental body that receives a request for infonnation to create 
information thtlt did not exist when the request was received. See Econ. Opportunities De" Corp. v. 
Bustamqnte, 562 S. W.2d 266 (Tex. Civ. App -San Antonio 1978, writ dism'd); Open Records Decision 
Nos. 605 at 2 (1992), 563 at 8 (1990), 555 at 1-2 (1990), 452 at 3 (1986), 362 at 2 (1983). 
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Outreach '("Cardon"); and Resource Company of America & Recovery of Texas, LLC 
("RCA"). Accordingly, you notified these third parties of the request for information and of 
their right to submit arguments to this office as to why the information at issue should not 
be released. See Gov't Code § 552.305( d); see also Open Records Decision No. 542 (1990) 
(statutory predecessor to section 552.305 permits governmental body to rely on interested 
third party to raise and explain applicability of exception in Act in certain circumstances). 
We have received comments on behalf of Alegis, Cardon, and RCA. We have considered 
the submitted arguments and reviewed the submitted information. 

Initially, you acknowledge, and we agree, the district failed to meet the statutory deadline 
imposed by section 552.301(b) of the Government Code. See Gov't Code § 552.301(12). ______ _ 
Pursuant to section 552.302 of the Government Code, a governmental body's failure to 
comply with the procedural requirements of section 552.301 results in the legal presumption 
that the requested information is public and must be released unless there is a compelling 
reason to withhold the information from disclosure. See id. § 552.302; Simmons v. 
Kuzmich, '166 S.W.3d 342 (Tex. App.-Fort Worth 2005, no pet.); Hancock v. State Bd. of 
Ins., 797 S.W.2d 379, 381-82 (Tex. App.-Austin 1990, no writ); see also Open Records 
Decision No. 319 (1982). Generally, a compelling reason exists when third-party interests 
are at stake or when information is confidential under other law. Open Records Decision 
No. 177 (1977). Because third party interests can provide a compelling reason to withhold 
information, we will address the comments submitted by Alegis, Cardon, and RCA. 

We note Alegis, Cardon, and RCA each seek to withhold their RFP proposals, which the 
district has not submitted to this office for our review. Because the information Alegis, 
Cardon, and RCA seek to withhold was not submitted by the governmental body, this ruling 
does not address that information and is limited to the information submitted as responsive 
by the district. See Gov't Code § 552.301 (e)(1)(D) (governmental body requesting decision 
from Attorney General must submit copy of specific information requested). Thus, as 
Alegis, Cardon, and RCA raise no arguments against disclosure of the responsive scoring 
information the district submitted to this office for our review, the district must release the 
informati0n at issue. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
detemiination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and 
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/openJindex orl.php, 
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 
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infonnation under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of 
the Attorney General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincer~ly, 

~(f39 
Sarah Casterline 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

SEC7som 

Ref: ID# 458292 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 

Mr. Douglas Turek 
Alegis Revenue Group 
1201 Lake Woodlands Drive, Suite 4024 
The Woodlands, Texas 77380 
(w/o enclosures) 

, Ms. Dana Darragh 
Resource Corporation of America 
1120 Marina Bay Drive 
Clear Lake Shores, Texas 77565 
(w./o enclosures) 

Ms. Emily Fisher 
Cardon Outreach 
4185 Technology Forest Boulevard, Suite 200 
The Woodlands, Texas 77381 
(w/o enclosures) 


