
November 9,2012 

Ms. Thao La 
Senior Attorney 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 
GREG ABBOTT 

Parkland Health and Hospital System 
520 I Hany Hines Boulevard 
Dallas, Texas 75235 

Dear Ms. La: 

0R2012-18116 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 471000 (DCHD# 12-104). 

The Dallas County Hospital District d/b/a Parkland Health and Hospital System 
(the "district") received a request for specified records pertaining to sexual abuse allegations, 
excluding certain records. I You inform us the district will redact information subject to 
section 552.117 of the Government Code as permitted by section 552.024(c) of the 
Government Code.2 You also state the district will redact certain information under 

Iyou state the district sought and received clarification of the request for infonnation. See Gov't Code 
§ SS2.222(b) (stating that ifinfonnation requested is unclear to governmental body or if a large amount of 
infonnation has been requested, governmental body may ask requestor to clarify or narrow request. but may 
not inquire into purpose for which infonnation will be used); City of Dal/as v. Abbott, 304 S.W.3d 380 
(Tex. 2010) (holding that when governmental entity. acting in good faith, requests clarification of unclear or 
overbroad request for public infonnation, ten-business-day period to request attorney general opinion is 
measured from date the request is clarified or narrowed). 

2Section SS2.117(a)(l) of the Government Code excepts from disclosure the home addresses and 
telephone numbers, emergency contact information, social security numbers, and family member infonnation 
of current or fonner officials or employees of a governmental body who timely request confidentiality for the 
infonnation under section SS2.024(c) of the Government Code. See Gov't Code § SS2.117(a)(I). 
Section S52.024(c) authorizes a governmental body to withhold infonnation subject to section SS2.117(a)(l) 
without requesting a decision from this office if the current or fonner official or employee chooses not to allow 
public access to the infonnation. See id § SS2.024(c). 
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sections 552.130( c) and 552.136( c) of the Government Code.3 You claim that the submitted 
infonnation is excepted from disclosure under section 552.150 of the Government Code.· 
Additionally, you state the district will notify certain individuals of their right to submit 
comments to this office as to why some of the submitted information should not be released. S 

See Gov't Code § 552.304 (interested party may submit comments stating why infonnation 
should or should not be released). We have considered the exception you claim and 
reviewed the submitted representative sample ofinfonnation.6 

Initially, we note the requestor specifically excluded records pertaining to four named 
employees, police records, patient medical records and identities, and dates of birth, relative 
information, addresses, personal telephone numbers, or social security numbers of caregivers. 
Accordingly, such infonnation is not responsive to the request. This decision does not 
address the public availability of the non-responsive information, and the district need not 
release such infonnation in response to the present request. 

Section 552.150 of the Government Code provides as follows: 

(a) Information in the custody of a hospital district that relates to an employee 
or officer of the hospital district is excepted from the requirements of 
Section 552.021 if: 

(1) it is infonnation that, if disclosed under the specific circumstances 
pertaining to the individual, could reasonably be expected to 
compromise the safety of the individual, such as infonnation that 
describes or depicts the likeness of the individual, information stating 
the times that the individual arrives at or departs from work, a 

3Section SS2.130(c) of the Government Code allows a governmental body to redact the infonnation 
described in subsections 552.130( a)( I) and (a)(3) without the necessity of seeking a decision from the attorney 
general. See Gov't Code § 5S2.130(c). If a governmental body redacts such information, it must notify the 
requestor in accordance with section 552.l30(e). See id § 552.l30(d), (e). Section 552.136(c) of the 
Government Code allows a governmental body to redact the infonnation described in section 552.136(b) 
without the necessity of seeking a decision from the attorney general. See id § 552.136( c). If a governmental 
body redacts such information, it must notify the requestor in accordance with section 552. 136(e). See id 
§ 552. 136(d), (e). 

4Although you also raise section 552.1 0 1 of the Government Code in conjunction with section 552.1 SO 
of the Government Code, this office has concluded section 552.101 does not encompass other exceptions found 
in the Act. See Open Records Decision Nos. 676 at 1-2 (2002), 575 at 2 (1990). 

s As of the date of this letter, this office has not received comments from any third party explaining why 
any of the submitted infonnation should not be released. 

6We assume the "representative sample" of records submitted to this office is truly representative of 
the requested records as a whole. See Open Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988),497 (1988). This open records 
letter does not reach, and therefore does not authorize the withholding of, any other requested records to the 
extent those records contain substantially different types of information than that submitted to this office. 



Ms. Thao La - Page 3 

description of the individual's automobile, or the location where the 
individual works or parks; and 

(2) the employee or officer applies in writing to the hospital district's 
officer for public information to have the information withheld from 
public disclosure under this section and includes in the application: 

(A) a description of the information; and 

(B) the specific circumstances pertaining to the individual that 
demonstrate why disclosure of the information could 
reasonably be expected to compromise the safety of the 
individual. 

(b) On receiving a written request for information described in an application 
submitted under Subsection (aX2), the officer for public information shall: 

(1) request a decision from the attorney general in accordance with 
Section 552.301 regarding withholding the information; and 

(2) include a copy of the application submitted under 
Subsection (aX2) with the request for the decision. 

ld. § 552.150. Section 552.150 provides information held by a hospital district relating to 
a hospital district employee or officer is excepted from public disclosure provided (l) it is 
information that, if disclosed under the specific circumstances pertaining to the individual, 
could reasonably be expected to compromise the safety of the individual; and (2) the 
employee or officer makes a written application in accordance with section 552. 150(aX2) to 
the hospital district's officer for public information to have the information withheld from 
public disclosure under this section. ld The individual's application must include a 
description of the information at issue and the specific circumstances pertaining to the 
individual that demonstrate why disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected 
to compromise his or her safety. ld. 

You state the district has notified the former employee whose information is at issue "of this 
request and [his] ability and manner to claim a [section] 552.150 exception." As of the date 
of this letter, you do not inform us the individual at issue has responded to your notice and 
requested his information be withheld under section 552.150, nor have you submitted a copy 
of a written application sent to the district's officer for public information. Accordingly, we 
find neither the district nor the individual concerned has demonstrated section 552.150 is 
applicable to the information at issue. Therefore, the district may not withhold any of the 
responsive information under section 552.150 of the Government Code. 
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Section 552.101 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "infonnation considered 
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision.'" Id. 
§ 552.101. Section 552.101 encompasses section 1324a of title 8 of the United States Code. 
Section 1324a governs 1-9 forms and their related documents. This section provides an 1-9 
fonn and "any infonnation contained in or appended to such form, may not be used for 
purposes other than for enforcement of this chapter" and for enforcement of other federal 
statutes governing crime and criminal investigations. See 8 U .S.C. § 1324a(b )(5); see also 8 
C.F.R. § 2 74a.2(b)( 4). Accordingly, the district must withhold the 1-9 fonn we have marked 
under section 552.101 of the Government Code in conjunction with section 1324a of 
title 8 of the United States Code. See 8 U.S.C. § 1324a(b)(1)(B)-(D); 8 C.F.R. 
§ 274a.2(b)( I )(v)(A)-(C). 

Section 552.101 of the Government Code also encompasses common-law privacy, which 
protects infonnation that is (1) highly intimate or embarrassing, the publication of which 
would be highly objectionable to a reasonable person and (2) not oflegitimate concern to the 
public. Indus. Found. v. Tex. Indus. Accident Bd, 540 S.W.2d 668,685 (Tex. 1976). To 
demonstrate the applicability of common-law privacy, both prongs of this test must be 
satisfied. Id at 681-82. The type of infonnation considered intimate and embarrassing by 
the Texas Supreme Court in Industrial Foundation included infonnation relating to sexual 
assault, pregnancy, mental or physical abuse in the workplace, illegitimate children, 
psychiatric treatment of mental disorders, attempted suicide, and injuries to sexual organs. 
ld. at 683. This office has found that personal financial information not relating to a 
fmancial transaction between an individual and a governmental body is generally intimate 
or embarrassing. See Open Records Decision Nos. 600 (1992) (finding personal financial 
infonnation to include choice of particular insurance carrier), 545 at 4 (1990) (attorney 
general has found kinds of financial infonnation not excepted from public disclosure by 
common-law privacy to generally be those regarding receipt of governmental funds or debts 
owed to governmental entities), 523 (1989) (individual's mortgage payments, assets, bills, 
and credit history). Upon review, we find the infonnation we have marked is highly intimate 
or embarrassing and of no legitimate public interest. Accordingly, the district must withhold 
this information under section 552.101 of the Government Code in conjunction with 
common-law privacy. 

Section 552.137 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "an e-mail address ofa 
member of the public that is provided for the purpose of communicating electronically with 
a governmental body" unless the member of the public consents to its release or the e-mail 
address is of a type specifically excluded by subsection (c). See Gov't Code 
§ 552.137(a)-(c). The e-mail address at issue is not excluded by subsection (c). Therefore, 
the district must withhold the personal e-mail address we have marked under section 552.137 

7The Office of the Attorney General will raise mandatory exceptions on behalf of a governmental body. 
but ordinarily will not raise other exceptions. See Open Records Decision Nos. 481 (1987). 480 (1987). 470 
(1987). 
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of the Government Code, unless the owner has affmnatively consented to its public 
disclosure. 

In summary, the district must withhold the 1-9 fonn we have marked under section 552.101 
of the Government Code in conjunction with section 1324a of title 8 of the United States 
Code. The district must withhold the information we have marked under section 552.101 
of the Government Code in conjunction with common-law privacy. The district must 
withhold the personal e-mail address we have marked under section 552.137 of the 
Government Code, unless the owner has affirmatively consented to its public disclosure.8 

The remaining responsive information must be released. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular infonnation at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other infonnation or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and 
responsibilities, please visit our website at htto://\\Ww.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php, 
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of 
the Attorney General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah Casterline 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

SEC/tch 

Ref: ID# 471000 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 

'We note Open Records Decision No. 684 (2009) is a previous detennination to all governmental 
bodies authorizing them to withhold specific categories of infonnation without the necessity of requesting an 
attorney general decision, including an 1-9 fonn and attachments under section 552.10 I in conjunction with 
section 1324a of title 8 of the United States Code and an e-mail address of a member of the public under 
section 552.137 of the Government Code, without the necessity of requesting a decision from this office. 


