
November 30, 2012 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 
GREG ABBOTT 

Ms. Ashley D. Fourt 
Assistant District Attorney 
Tarrant County 
401 Belknap 
Fort Worth, Texas 76196-0201 

Dear Ms. Fourt: 

0R2012-19313 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter SS2 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 472S41 . 

Tarrant County (the "county") received a request for the names of the court clerks and 
custodian of records at the Precinct 7 court house and seven categories of information 
pertaining to a named Justice of the Peace. You state the county will release some of the 
requested information to the requestor. You claim some of the submitted information is 
excepted from disclosure under sections SS2.101, SS2.102, SS2.117, and SS2.130 of the 
Government Code. We have considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the 
submitted information. 

Section SS2.1 0 1 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered 
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't 
Code § SS2.1 01. This section encompasses the constitutional right to privacy. Constitutional 
privacy protects two kinds of interests. See Whalen v. Roe, 429 U.S.S89, S99-6OO (1977)~ 
Open Records Decision Nos. 600 at 3-S (1992),478 at 4 (1987), 4SS at 3-7 (1987). The first 
is the interest in independence in making certain important decisions related to the "zones 
of privacy," pertaining to marriage, procreation, contraception, family relationships, and 
child rearing and education, that have been recognized by the United States Supreme Court. 
See Fadjo v. Coon, 633 F.2d 1172 (Sth Cir. 1981); ORO 4SS at 3-7. The second 
constitutionally protected privacy interest is in freedom from public disclosure of certain 
personal matters. See Ramie v. City of Hedwig Vii/age, Tex., 76S F .2d 490 (Sth Cir.198S); 
ORD 4SS at 6-7. This aspect of constitutional privacy balances the individual's privacy 
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interest against the public's interest in the infonnation. See ORO 455 at 7. Constitutional 
privacy under section 552.101 is reserved for "the most intimate aspects of human affairs." 
Id. at 8 (quoting Ramie, 765 F.2d at 492). In this instance, you have not demonstrated how 
constitutional privacy applies to the any of the submitted infonnation. Consequently, the 
county may not withhold any of the submitted infonnation under section 552.101 ID 

conjunction with constitutional privacy. 

Section 552.102(a) of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "infonnation in a 
personnel file, the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 
personal privacy." Gov't Code § 552.102(a). The Texas Supreme Court held 
section 552.1 02(a) excepts from disclosure the dates of birth of state employees in the payroll 
database of the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts. Tex. Comptroller of Pub. Accounts 
v. Attorney Gen. of Tex., 354 S.W.3d 336, 348 (Tex. 2010). Upon review, we find the county 
must withhold the date of birth we have marked under section 552.1 02(a) of the Government 
Code. 

Section 552.117(aXl) of the Government Code excepts from disclosure the home addresses 
and telephone numbers, social security numbers, emergency contact infonnation, and family 
member infonnation of current or fonner officials or employees of a governmental body who 
request this infonnation be kept confidential under section 552.024 of the Government Code. 
See Gov't Code § 552.117(a); Open Records Decision No. 622 (1994). Whether a particular 
piece ofinfonnation is protected by section 552.117(aX 1) must be detennined at the time the 
request for it is made. See Open Records Decision No. 530 at 5 (1989). Thus, infonnation 
may only be withheld under section 552.117(aXl) on behalf of a current or fonner official 
or employee who made a request for confidentiality under section 552.024 prior to the date 
of the governmental body's receipt of the request for the infonnation. We have marked the 
personal infonnation of a county official. If the official whose personal infonnation is at 
issue timely elected to keep his infonnation confidential pursuant to section 552.024, the 
county must withhold the infonnation we have marked under section 552.117(aXl). The 
county may not withhold this infonnation under section 552.117(a)( 1) if the official did not 
timely elect to keep his infonnation confidential pursuant to section 552.024.' 

You also raise section 552.130 of the Government Code, which provides infonnation relating 
to a motor vehicle operator's license, driver's license, motor vehicle title, or registration 
issued by an agency of this state or another state or country is excepted from public release. 
See Gov't Code § 552.130. Upon review, we find you have failed to demonstrate how any 
of the remaining infonnation consists of infonnation relating to a motor vehicle operator's 
license, driver's license, motor vehicle title, or registration issued by an agency of this state 
or another state or country. Accordingly, the county may not withhold any of the remaining 
infonnation under section 552.130. 

'If the employee did not make a timely confidentiality election under section SS2.024, we note 
section SS2.147(b) of the Government Code permits a governmental body to withhold a living person's social 
security number without the necessity of requesting a decision from this office. See Gov't Code § SS2.147(b). 
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In addition to section 552.130, you also cite to section 521.052 of the Transportation Code, 
which states that "[ e ]xcept as provided by Sections 521.045, 521.046, 521.04 75, 521.049( c), 
and 521.050, and by Chapter 730 [of the Transportation Code], the [Texas Department of 
Public Safety ("DPS")] may not disclose information from the [DPS)'s files that relates to 
personal information, as that term is defined by Section 730.003 [of the Transportation 
Code]." Transp. Code § 521.052. Thus, section 521.052 specifically regulates the disclosure 
of information by the DPS. As the submitted information is maintained by the county and 
not DPS, section 521.052 is not applicable in this instance. 

In summary, the county must withhold the date of birth we have marked under 
section 552.102(a) of the Government Code. If the official whose personal information is 
at issue timely elected to keep his information confidential pursuant to section 552.024 of 
the Government Code, the county must withhold the information we have marked under 
section 552.117(a)(I) of the Government Code. The remaining information must be 
released. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and 
responsibilities, please visit our website at hnp:l/www.oa~.state.tx.uslopenlindex orl.php, 
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of 
the Attorney General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

Jennifer Luttrall 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

JUsom 

Ref: ID# 472541 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 


