GREG ABBOTT

February 21, 2014

Ms. Mia M. Martin

General Counsel

Office of the General Counsel
Richardson Independent School District
400 South Greenville Avenue
Richardson, Texas 75081-4198

OR2014-03243
Dear Ms. Martin:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the “Act”), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Yourrequest was
assigned ID# 515302. '

The Richardson Independent School District (the “district™) received a request for
information pertaining to vendors whose online materials are used for student research in
district schools, including a list of all such vendors, the products used, the schools in which
the products are used, and sample lessons for each product. You state the district does not
maintain information responsive to portions of the request.' You state the district has
released some of the requested information, including the list of vendors of online research
sites that are available to all schools and the products available from each vendor. You also
state the district will release additional information, including which schools use each
product, upon payment of charges. You claim the submitted information is subject to

'"The Act does not require a governmental body that receives a request for information to create
information that did not exist when the request was received. See Econ. Opportunities Dev. Corp. v.
Bustamante, 562 8.W.2d 266 (Tex. Civ. App.—San Antonio 1978, writ dism’d); Open Records Decision
Nos. 605 at 2 (1992), 563 at 8 (1990), 555 at 1-2 (1990), 452 at 3 (1986), 362 at 2 (1983).
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section 552.027 of the Government Code.” We have considered the submitted argument and
reviewed the submitted information. We have also received and considered comments from
the requestor. See Gov’t Code § 552.304 (interested party may submit comments stating why
information should or should not be released).

You argue the district is not required to provide the remaining requested information,
including sample lesson plans for each product, because such information is commercially
available. Section 552.027 of the Government Code provides as follows:

(a) A governmental body is not required under this chapter to allow the
inspection of or to provide a copy of information in a commercial book or
publication purchased or acquired by the governmental body for research
purposes if the book or publication is commercially available to the public.

(b) Although information in a book or publication may be made available to
the public as a resource material, such as a library book, a governmental body
is not required to make a copy of the information in response to a request for
public information.

(c) A governmental body shall allow the inspection of information in a book
or publication that is made part of, incorporated into, or referred to in a rule
or policy of a governmental body.

Gov’t Code § 552.027. Section 552.027 is designed to alleviate the burden of providing
copies of commercially available books, publications, and resource materials maintained by
governmental bodies, such as telephone directories, dictionaries, encyclopedias, statutes, and
periodicals. You state the information at issue is commercially available. You explain the
information consists of research resources to which the district subscribes, each of which is
available to members of the public. You indicate some of the resources require a
subscription and some are available without charge. You further state many of the resources
are available through the public library. Based on your representations and our review of the
information at issue, we agree the remaining requested information consists of information
purchased or acquired by the district for research purposes that is commercially available to
the public. Thus, we find the remaining requested information need not be released to the
requestor. '

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

*Although you also raise section 552.101 of the Government Code, you have not provided any
arguments to support this exception. Therefore, we assume you have withdrawn your claim this section applies
to the submitted information. See Gov’t Code §§ 552.301, .302.
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This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights
and responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.texasattorneygeneral . gov/open/
orl_ruling_info.shtml, or call the Office of the Attorney General’s Open Government
Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for
providing public information under the Act may be directed to the Office of the Attorney
General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

Claire V. Morris Sloan
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division

CVMS/som
Ref: ID#515302
Enc. Submitted documents

c Requestor
(w/o enclosures)




