
July 24, 2014 

Mr. Cory S. Hartsfield 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 
GREG ABBOTT 

Counsel for Tarrant County Hospital District 
Adams, Lynch & Loftin, P.C. 
3950 Highway 360 
Grapevine, Texas 76051-6741 

Dear Mr. Hartsfield 

OR2014-12867 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 530395 (File No. 14089). 

The Tarrant County Hospital District Police Department (the "department"), which you 
represent, received a request for information pertaining to the requestor's client. You state 
the department has released some of the requested information. You also state the 
department does not have some of the requested information. 1 You claim the submitted 
information is excepted from disclosure under section 552.101 ofthe Government Code.2 

We have considered the exception you claim and reviewed the submitted information. We 
have also received and considered comments from the requestor. See Gov't Code§ 552.304 
(providing that interested party may submit comments stating why information should or 
should not be released). 

1The Act does not require a governmental body to release information that did not exist when a request 
for information was received or to prepare new information in response to a request. See Econ. Opportunities 
Dev. Corp. v. Bustamante, 562 S.W.2d 266, 267-68 (Tex. Civ. App.-San Antonio 1978, writ dism'd); 
Open Records Decision Nos. 605 at 2 (1992), 452 at 3 (1986), 362 at 2 (1983). 

2 Although you raise section 552.108 of the Government Code, you make no arguments to support this 
exception. Therefore, we assume you have withdrawn your claim this section applies to the submitted 
information. See Gov't Code§§ 552.301, .302. 

POST OFFICE Box 12548, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711-2548 TEL: (512) 463-2100 WWW.TEXASATTORNEYGENERAL.GOV 

An Equal Employmt'nt Opportunity Employa • Printed on Recycled Paper 



Mr. Cory S. Hartsfield- Page 2 

Initially, we note the submitted information contains a peace officer's Texas Commission on 
Law Enforcement ("TCOLE") identification number. In Open Records Decision 
No. 581 (1990), this office determined certain computer information, such as source codes, 
documentation information, and other computer programming, that has no significance other 
than its use as a tool for the maintenance, manipulation, or protection of public property is 
not the kind of information made public under section 5 52.021 ofthe Government Code. We 
understand an officer's TCOLE identification number is a unique computer-generated 
number assigned to peace officers for identification in the commissioner's electronic 
database, and may be used as an access device number on the TCOLE website. Accordingly, 
we find the officer's TCOLE identification number in the submitted information does not 
constitute public information under section 552.002 of the Government Code. Therefore, 
the TCOLE identification number is not subject to the Act and need not be released to the 
requestor. 

Section 552.101 excepts from disclosure "information considered to be confidential by law, 
either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." !d. § 552.101. This section 
encompasses information protected by other statutes. You assert the submitted information, 
which you state pertains to internal investigations conducted by the department, is 
confidential pursuant to section 143.089 of the Local Government Code. Chapter 143 of the 
Local Government Code, however, applies only to a city that adopts a civil service system 
covering fire fighters, police officers, or both. See Loc. Gov't Code§ 143.002, .004. As the 
Tarrant County Hospital District is not a municipality, section 143.089 is inapplicable to the 
records at issue, and the submitted information may not be withheld under section 552.101 
of the Government Code on that basis. 

Section 552.101 of the Government Code also encompasses section 1701.454 of the 
Occupations Code, which governs the public availability of information submitted to TCOLE 
under subcha,pter J of chapter 1701 of the Occupations Code. Section 1701.454 provides as 
follows: 

(a) All information submitted to [TCOLE] under this subchapter is 
confidential and is not subject to disclosure under [the Act], unless the person 
resigned or was terminated due to substantiated incidents of excessive force 
or violations of the law other than traffic offenses. 

(b) Except as provided by this subchapter, a [TCOLE] member or other 
person may not release information submitted under this subchapter. 

Occ. Code § 1701.454. The submitted information contains an F -5 Report of Separation of 
Licensee. The information at issue does not indicate the peace officer at issue resigned or 
was terminated due to substantiated incidents of excessive force or violations of the law other 
than traffic offenses. Therefore, the department must withhold the F -5 report, which we have 
marked, under section 552.101 of the Government Code in conjunction with 
section 1701.454 of the Occupations Code. 
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Section 552.101 of the Government Code also encompasses the doctrine of common-law 
privacy, which protects information that is (1) highly intimate or embarrassing, the 
publication of which would be highly objectionable to a reasonable person, and (2) not of 
legitimate concern to the public. Indus. Found v. Tex. Indus. Accident Bd, 540 
S.W.2d 668, 685 (Tex. 1976). To demonstrate the applicability of common-law privacy, 
both prongs of this test must be satisfied. Id at 681-82. Types of information 
considered intimate and embarrassing by the Texas Supreme Court are delineated in 
Industrial Foundation. Id at 683. Additionally, this office has concluded some kinds of 
medical information are generally highly intimate or embarrassing. See Open Records 
Decision No. 455 (1987). Upon review, we find the information we have marked satisfies 
the standard articulated by the Texas Supreme Court in Industrial Foundation. Accordingly, 
the department must withhold the information we have marked under section 5 52.101 of the 
Government Code in conjunction with common-law privacy. The department must release 
the remaining information. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights 
and responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.texasattornevgeneral.gov/open/ 
orl ruling info.shtml, or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government 
Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for 
providing public information under the Act may be directed to the Office of the Attorney 
General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Wheelus 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

DLW/bhf 

Ref: ID# 530395 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 


