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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

February 10, 1939

" sENERAL

Hon, Y.%, #i:htor, JSecretury

State Uoard of Re~istration

for Professional tnsineers

Ausvin, Texus

Dear 3irs 4

Opinion jio., (=295,
nes Necesaity of &

Your request f
ed by this dennrt.ent,

sim of an
1' ul..rfl

al tnzilwedr? Lejuest o’ cone to
a information on the rseneral
oQve and speeifieally as to tiae
Jon ¢f air conditioning {hostine

g n existing bulldin:s."

o 19 o2 Article 3271a reads ags follous:

*After tie rirst day of J nuery, 1938,
it shull be unlawful ror tiils Jtate, or for
any of ivs nolitioal subéivisions, for any
county, eity, or voun, to engage {n tze con-
struction of any _n-zbllc work involvings pro-
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fessional engineering, whore publio health

i publio welfare or publio safety is involved,
unless the engineering plans and specifica-

. tions, and estiwites have been prepured Ly,

. ané the enrsinceriny oconstruction is to be

a executed under the direot supervision of a

. regintered professlonal engineer; provided,

¥ that nothing in t is Act shall be held to

: apoly to any publie work wherein the contan-
plated expenditure for the completed project
does nut exceved Throe Thousand ($3,000,00)
Dollars. Provicded, that this et sl.all not
apply to any road naintenance or betteriient
viork uncertalen by the Countvy Comudusionerst
Court."

Subdivision(o)} of Seotion 20, of Artiole 3271a
Revised Civil Stz2tutes of Toxas, reads as followst

"lothine in this ..ct siiall be consatru-
od to apyly to persons dolng the actual wnrk
of installing, opernting, reépairing, or servic-
‘ng loconotive or stotlonary engines, steam
boilers, Diesel engsines, internal cacbustion
encines, refrigeration co:pressors and systsns,
hoisting angines, eleotricnl engines, air con-
ditioning equiprient and systeas, or necohani-
cal and olectrioal enuipnent und appuaratus;
nor 3hall tiis Act be comstiued to provent
any citizea from identifying hinself 4in the
nare and trade of any cnzinderst' ladbor orpane-
ization -;ith whioh he :aay to affilisted, I'ro-
vided, hoever, that notaing in 1lls et skall
be consirued as porsmitting ony person other
than a licensced professional engincor affixe-
ing his signaturoe as such to engineering plans,
spacificatlions or estimates,"

Sudbdivigicon(f) of Jootion Z0, or Article 3271a
Revised Civil Statutos of Texus, reads as follows:

"liothing in this Act shall YLe consiru-
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ed to apply to persons erecting or bduilding
any private éwolling.”

Scetion I of Article 3271a, Rovised Civil State
of Tcexas reads as follows:

"That in order to safeguurd 1ife, health,
and proportvy, any person praotvieing or offere
ing to cractlee the prefession of engincering
a3 herelnafter cefinad shall hereafter be ro-
suired Lo subtrdt evidonoe that he 1s nualifi-
ed 30 to »nractice and shall be reglaterod as
haroeinaftar providaed; and it shall bve unlavie
ful for any perason 4o »ractice or offor to
proctice the nrofescion of cagineering in this
3tate, or to use in conncetior with his nume
or oiher.ise asswie, use, or cdveriise any
title or cdeseription tending Lo convey the
imnhrossion 4¢hnt he 1s a »rofessional encineor
unless such nerson has baen duly recistered
or exarnted under the provisions of thds .ct,."

Seetion £ of Artlicle 5271a, Revised Civil State~
cf Texus, realds as follovs:
"The turi: profossional engincer as used
in tlis c% ghell moan a person vho, by rea-
seu of hip Imiarlzdioe of nntheraties, the phy=-
sical sclcnces, me the prinocizles of engi~
necringz, ac~uired by profesaional eduention
and practical cxperience, is cqualified to en=-
gace In ensineering practiee as hereiraftor
definced,

The pr:ctice of nrofcsslonal englneesr-
ing within the moaning and intont of this Act
includes ecny professional serviece, such as
conoalintion, invesiiution, ovaluation, plan-
ning, édesi:cnirgs, or responsible supervision
of consiruction in connecticn with any publie
or privnate utilitles, siructurecs, dbuildings,
machines, equiprent, processes, vorks or proe-
Jeots, wherein tho rublioc welfare, or the
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safeguarding of life, health or property is
congcerned or 1nvolvea, when suoh professione
al scrvice requires the applioation of engle

neoring »rinoiples and interpretation of en-
clnooring data,

The term "Board' us used in this Aot
shall mean the State Board of Rogistration

for Profesaional Bngincers, provided for by
this Aot,"

You aro respectfully advised it is the opine
jon of this depart.emt that the design and supervisicn
of any alterations or additions in excess of $3,000,00
on any building other than a rosidence, should bear the
seal of and be suparviscd by a registered professional
engineoer, as provided for by Section 19 of Artiole 327la,
1 such professional service requires the application

of engineering prinoiples und interpretation of engi-
neering data.

You are further advised, if suoh profession-
al sorvice does not require tis application of engineer-
ing principles and interpretution of englneering data,
then in that event, such alterations and additions need

not bear the seal of and be s.parvised by a registered
professional engineer,

You are further advised there is nothing in
the Act of Article 3271la, whish shall be oconstrued to

apply to porsons doing the aotual vork of installing,
operating, repairing or servioing air conditioning e-
quipment and syste:..s, but, however, that nothing in the
Act shall Ve construed as permitting any person other
than a licensed professional enginecer from affixirg bis
signature as such to engineoring plans, specifications
or estinates used in such work as prov{ded for in jeg-
vion 20, Subdivision (e) of .rticle 327la, supra.
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Trusting this answers your inquiry, we are
Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

Ving Jo. Fanning
ViJFsob Asslstant

APPROVED:

A>T ORNEY cmrmn.goi' T@é‘"‘“ﬁ \'\’P—



