GERALD C. MANN
ATTORNEY SENERAL ’

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

Yebruary 15, 1939

Ny, ¥, L. Yassis
Gounty Auditor
Varnon, Texas

Desr 81ir:

Opinion Ro, 0-333

Rei Should th rounty pay the. p um
on the S4s Bond of the o Y e

Your request tor
stated question bhas been wecéived by this office.

DY omptrollerts office
that wllbargo Coux pOT, ion in excess of
Rt $ ofticers therect

7247, mentioned in your letter, does
State %o Yay premiums on surety donds
asses 3¢ tor, Articlc 7249 provides

ss with\a toptl taxable valuation of Thirty
304000,00 ) Dollars or more shall pay & rea-
un ns premium on sald bdond or bonds for
hioh amount s8hall be pald out of the gen-
venue Jof the county. We are unable ¢ find any
suttorizing the State o pay any preaiuma
8 for tax assesaor~oollectors whatsoever,

ction B of Artiocle 35999 reads, in part, as
follows!

*{b) Bach offiocer named in this Ach,
where he received a salary as sompensation
for his servioes, shall be -mﬁgworcd and perw.
mitted 4o purchase and have rced to his

county all reascnable expenses necessary in
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the proper and legal oonduoct of his office,
pr-mzunn on officlals® donds, premium on
- £ire, burglary, theft, robdbery insurance
protecting public funds and including the
e0st of surety bonds for his Deputies, such
expenses tO0 be passsd on, pre-=determined

and allowed in kind and amounts, as nearly
as possible, by the Commisaioners' Court once
esach month for the ensuing month, upon the
aprlication by each officer, lta&ing the
kind, {robably amount of sxpenditure end the
nescessity for the expenses of his office

for such ensuing month, which application
shall, before presenta%ion to maid sourt,
firat de endorsed by the County Auditor,

if any, otherwise the County Treasurer,

only as to whether funds are avallable for
payment of such expenses, The Commissioners’
Court of the oounty of the Sheriff's resi~
dence may, upon the written and sworn appli-
cation of the Sheriff stating the necessity
therefor purchase equipment for a bureau of
sriminal identification, such as cameras,
finger print cards, inks, ochemicals, mioro-
soopes, radio and laboratory equipment, fil-
ing cards, filing cabinets, tear gas and other
equipment in keeping with the system in use
by the Department of Public Safety of this
State, or the United States Department of
Iugzica snd/or Buresu of Criminal Identifi-
o&vion, ’

*Suoh purchases sghall be made by each
officer, wher allowed, only by requisition
in manner grovidcd by the County Auditor,
if any, otherwize by the Commissioners'
Court, ZXach officer shall, at the closs of
each month of his tenure of offioes, make
an itemixed and sworn report of ali spproved
expenses incurred by him and charged to his
county, accompanying such report with ine-
volces eovering such purchases and requisi-
tions issued by him in support of such re-
port. If such expenses be incurred in oon=-
nection with any partieular case, such report
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shall name such eass, Buch report, invoices
and requisitions shall de subjest to the audit
of the County Auditor, if any, otherwise by
the Commissioners' Oourt, and if 4t appears
that any item was not incurred dy such offi-
ser, or that such item was not a necessary
or legal expense of such effice, or chased
upon proper requisition, such item 1 be

4 County Auditor or sourt rejected, in
which case the payment of such item may ‘e
adjudiosted in any sourt of competent juris-
dicticn. All such approved claims and eccounts
shall be paid from the Officers'! Selary Fund
unless otherwise provided herein.”

Article 3899 applies to 21l eounty officials
named in Article 3883, The tax asseasor-colleotor is
inoluded in this article,

In view of the torefoing suthorities, you sre
respectfully advised that it is the opinion of this De-
partment that the premiums on offioclal bonds of the tax
assessor—00llector shall de paid by the ebunt{ out of
the Officers! Salary Fund and that the State 18 not lia-
ble for the paymsnt of the premiums on any bonds whatso-
sver of county officials,

Trusting that the foregoing answers your in-
quiry, we remain

Yery irnly yours
ATTORNEY GFNERAL OF TEXAS
BY
Assistant
AW AW
APPROVEDS

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS



