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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

Hon, Goorgoe W, Cox
State Hoalth 0fficen

Avstin, Toxal
"Poor 8irs .
i Opinion 2:0. 0-376 :
Ros Auvthordty of SHtate\ Hoslith Officor
to eresto uith te Dapart-
mont of o2y of eprit
System and appo uctor of
puck diwision.
By your otter of Ko 130, you £dvide this

topartmont that in oxdexr to ¢

pa.rmen unoa the qusstioa
K Annotated civil Statutas,

INel iy Offlcor to create such
3 Heelth, appoint tho
as to vhothor such

teeyr shall be tho cxscutive
ant of Health, cnd ho shiall,
- 3 of thig Act, exereise a1l the
it ‘:argo all the duties now vested by lav
2 Texa\Stots Denartmont of Hoalth and the State
s vell 23 all pouvors nov vested by
' {£in0y, &ssistant, dirastor o» bureau hoad
o Popartment of ealth, excopting only such
PO~ myf bo conforrod by this Act unon tho State
oayd of ‘.,alt.h hersby crea.ted. Tho State Weslth 0Sficor,
vlth tho epproval of tho State Beard of Health, wuey
organize end rRintalin within his Dopartoont sush QAivi-
siong of sorvice as oro desnd neccegsiry for tho
efficiont conduct of the work of tho Dopaprimant. Pron
tirn to tiwme, ho shell eppoint dincctors of such divie
clons, &3 well as othow cmlo:ﬂ.,c:s of the Lorartuant,
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end ghall CGoesigrato tho duties and supervise the vark

of all such dirocoters &nd ezployess. Ho ohall hiove the

povee, with the crprovel of the Stats Board of Ecalth,

to rrezerlbie end procalsate such edxiptstyative rulan

end regulationd, not Incomsistent with aay lev of tho

8tate, &3 may bo dogmed nodaasary for the offoctive per~
formmnze of tho dutios izposcd by this or eny other lsvw
upon the 8tats Fepartmant of Heslth end it3 soveral

. officers and divisions.” gzota 39029, 40th Lsz., 8% O,

- 8.' Pe 131' ¢h, :'2’ 00, 0) . ;

By vintus of the provicions of this stotute, the
State -Hleaith 0fficoy oy orfaniso &nd meintalin vithin tho
Dopaprizont & Gilvision of lopit Syates, 4P ser in Qeomad neces-~
sayy for the efficient comduat of tho woriz of the dopastwment,
but only if the orgenisation and mintenznse of such dlvisicn
of servics mocts vith the opprovel of tha State Poaand of
Reelth. Bovsvor, &f thw orzanisation &nd paintensnes of sush
division ¢f sorvico peats vith tho eppyroval of tho Stats Boawd
of He2lth, oxd 1a, thorofors, ootsblished vwithin the departront,
tha statute provides o2 tho appointront of tho &ivestor of
puch Givision by ths State Health 0£8icer, ond dmposcs no 1Woe-
quivazaat that the &sypointmiznt of suth diveotor shall de

gubject ¢o the approval or coafirmsiion of tho State Bozrd
of Eealta. .

That 4t vos nob Intendsd by the Logialsture that
the eppointwent of tho ordinary directors of sush divisions,
a9 woell &s ths appdintriant of otho exployodes of the departient,
by the Stato Haalih 0fficar,; shiould b approved or cenlivmed
the State Doaxd of Heoltyn, is 12do apparent by virtus of

3 provisions of the section of the Jev izpediately following
Artsclo 4%154, to wit, Article LhiBg, wihiich conterplatos
spocifically tkat the éosigngtion cf ono of tha Girectora of
the Depantment oif Eealth Givislons ag astirg Stete Hoealth
0ffioc> by tho State Moslth Officor ohall bo with tho agproval
of the State Doard of licalth. %his scotlon reads es follows:

%ghe Stote Ilealth Officer, vith the approval of
tho Stato Board of lenalth, shall Orem tinme to tine
dozirnate ono of {ha &ivoaters of ths Deparisent
Divisions, vho 43 & logally qualified prysicien, aa
ecting State Health 0fficor,; and the porsens so dosign-

tod 8hall Lava the full ocuthority ard priora the
duties of tho Steie Health Officor in the cevant of
his cloonce fron the Canifol or inability to aot.”
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