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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS /

AUSTIN

GERALD C! MAnN

Mereh 17, 1939

Hon. Ceorge C. Roane
County Attorney
Fort Rend County
Rishnond, Texas

Dear 8ir:

Caes by offisle
. um ttatuf.lu.

y yOu desire an op‘ fon
) Justice of the
oingt; officer the

basis, has to\ropurt fesd\e -'M‘byhhumhul -
ital \gtatisgtiess - In this-qonnestion alse,

slavion for the adle brief sub-" :

N ) sotimanded our attention and

)\ oarefully nusoa tho opinion ron- .
by this Departaent to Mr. T » King,
*, pfider date of August 11, 1988, and son~
: mé I8 correct as qppll.oubi 40 the above
ot and-pertaining to your county. It is very
fat wo sould Improve on said epinion by edd-
ing any further reascning, other than t¢ say that sinos
1932 this Department hes gonsistently held that sueh
fees ars ascountable by the efficer by reasen of the
duty imposed on his offlice under Artielo 44779, Rule
86u and aoclledtions made by virtus of his ottice of
Justios of the Pegos, It appsars to h L3 general rule
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of construction that unless fees are specifically ex-
cepted they are to be considered to be "fees of office".

You will kindly ignore the copy of an opinion

meliled to you under date of February 13th, formerly

rendered to ¥r., R. S. Wyche, County Audltor. Longview,
Texas, under date of February 18, 1938, as it clearly
does not purport to apply to the question submitted by
you and saxe was not 80 intended by this Department..
We are attaching herewith a copy of the opinion written
by Hon. Jas. A. Neff, Assistant Attorney Genéral smd
sddressed to My, Tom C. King, State Audltor. ander date
of August 11, 1938, ez above rofomd to.

It 1- therefors, the opinion of this Depart-
ment that where :utzcu of the Peace act as looal Te~
gistrar of vital statistios, and are compensated for
- the fiseca) yerr on the basis of fees earned by them
in the performance of their official dutlu. ‘sach ,tou
- gollected as reglatrar of vital statistics under Rule -
53a, Article 4477, as amended by Aats of 1929, 4lst legis-
lature, First Called Session, Chapter 4, are to.be re~
ported and included. in the maximum conponutlon aum&
such offiger,

Very truly your'l.
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