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Dear Sir:

Cpinion No. 0-5%54
Re: WVhether a A otherwise
qualified oan vate in a city

“WRyéry persom subject to none of the fore=-
e@ing disqualifications, who shall have attained
the age of twenty-one ysars and who shall be a
citisen of the United States and who shall have
resided in this State one year next preceding an
election and the last six months within the dis~-
trist or county in which such person offers to
vote, slnll be deemed & qualified elector; pro-
vided, that electors living in any unorganlized
county may vote at any eleetion precinet in the
county to which sugch county is attached for ju-
dioial purposes; and provided further, that say
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folloim:

voter who is sudjeot to pay a poll tax under the
laws of the 8tate of Texas shall have paid said
tax before offering toc vote at any elsction in
this State and hold a receipt showing that sald
poll tax was paid before the first day of Febru~
ary next preceding suoh election.”

Article VI, Seotion 3, Constitution of Texas, reads as

"All qualifisd elesotors of the State, as
herein described, who stmll hawve resided for
glx months immediately preceding an election,
within the limits of any oity or ocorporate towm,
shall have the right to vote for Mayor and all
other elestive officers; but in all elsotions
to determine sxpendi ture of money or esmmption
of debt, only those shall be gqualified to vote
vho pay taxes on property in sald oity or incor-
porated towa; provided, that no poll tax for the
payment of debts thus inourred, shall be levied
tipon the perscns debarred from wvoting in rela-
tion thereto.”

Artiole 1030, Revised Civil Statutes, reads as followss

"The City Council shall have power to levy
and collect an annual »oll tax, a0t to sxceed
Oone ($1.00) Dollar of every inlmbitant of said
city over the age of twenty-one {21) and under
sixty (60) years, those persons exempt by law
fiom paying the State Poll Tax excepted, who ie
a resident thereof at the time of such annual
sssesgnmt. "

Article 2933, Civil Statutes, provides, in part:

"Every person subjecot to none of the fors-
going disqualifications who shell mve attained
the age of twenty-one years and who shall be a
citizen of the United States, and who shall heve
resided in this State ons year next preceding an
election, end the last six months within the dle-
triot or county in which he or she offers to vote,
shall be deemed & gquelified elector, The elec-
tors living in an unorganized county may vote at
an election precinoct in the county to whioch such
oounty is attached for juéicial purposes; provide
ed that any voter who is ambjest to pay 2 poll tax
under the laws of this State or ordinances of any
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oity of tomn in this State, shall have paid said
tax before offering to vote at any eleotion in
this State snd holds a regeipt showing that said
poll tax was paid before the firat day or Fabru-~
ary next preceding such electionm; * * *

As Article 1030 existed at the time of Attomey General
Cureton's opinion No. 2172 on January 1B, 1920, and at the time of
Attormmy General Pollard's opinion No. 2676, on Maroch 29, 1927, the
same authorized the City Council to levy anml colleot an annual poll
tax not exoeeding $1.00 of every male inhabitant of seid oity. Im
the Cureton opinion it was held that a woman could not wvote without
raying any poll tax so levied. In the Pollard opinion it was held
that since the poll tax was not levied on women, its attempted levy
on men wag discriminetory, anmd that even a man could vote without
having paid the seme. The oonflfict between the two opinions is not
sny longer material, for in 1931 the statute was amended leaving out
the word "male”, so that,as already noted, Article 1030 now author-
izes colleotion from both male and female inlebitents, thus remove
ing the resson glven by Attarney Genmersl Follard for lholding that
fallure to pay such a poll tax would not deprive a man or the right
to veba in a oity eleotion,

. We anawer your question in the nagative, assuming that the
oity ordinance is in proper fom, and was duly and regularly passed.
Yoéurs iory txuly
ATTOMREY GENERAL OF TEIAS
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