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 from sxteynnl unm. {1} the
i douthi und (8) whether asefidemtal,
mcxm. or houzdcida), and stmll, in any
ish sush mmum as utr be
aiua by tha state registrar in order
mwl.:r 1o 0lsesify the death,”

¥eo must look to Articles 988 of our Ceds of
Criminal Proesdurs to Jdeteraine the eircumstances,
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unéer whloh an incuest is autiiorized by lawe
"Any justices of the peace shall be au~
thorized, and it shall be his duty, to hold
inqussts without a jury within his oounty,
in the following cases: :
le wlken & perscn dies in prison.

2. W%hen any person is killed, or
from any cause ddes an unnature

answer to any contention that the Justice of the Peacse

might not have ‘information as is nesessayry for
him to correctly the cause of death, Arti-
cle 970 of cur Colk of Oriminal Procedurse, des

that the Justice of the Peace may call in aounLy
health offiocer or some other physiecian if necessary
to make an autopsy in order to give hin the nesessary
inforaation to determine the cause of death,

¥a do nat think that the lagislature intemded
that two death certirficates should be executed, one
by the physiocian ahd one by the Justice of the Peace
holding the inguest. Our interpratation of Rules 40a
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and 41a of article 4477 i3 that 40s puts the duty of
executisy the de:th certifioute on the physician last
in attendance unless ag provided in 4la the Justioce
of this Jeace holds an inquest. In that event, thare
is no necessity for two death cartirfioc:tes nnd we be-
lieve the legislature intehded ané that the statutes
reqguire the Justice of the rFeace to execute the certi-
ficate.

Your attention ig cajled to the fact that
Artiele 968, Code of Crimina) FProcedure, does not re-
Quire an inquest after all desatha following acoidsnts
and in those cases the cartificate is made dy the phy-
sician, {f any, last in attendance,

It is the opiaion of this department that
porsoas w to securs the death certificate for
execution d subait 1t to tha physioisn last in ate

tendance Krn::. ::nth, unless th:o gircunstances suXs
rounding the wors such as require an inquest.
to be held by the Juatics of ths Pesce, In that eyvent,
the death certirioate should be submitted to the Nustice
of the Peace for exegution, or physician.
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