THIR ATTHORNEY GENERAL
OF TEXAS

GERAID C. MANN!_G AAUSTIN i, AN
ATTORNKY GHKNERAL |
April 19, 1939

Hon. D. Richard Voges
County Attorney
Wilson County - :
"Floresville, Texas ‘

Dear Sir: ' Opinion Ko. 0-607
Re: Use of farm registration license
- and registration of a truck used
-only for pover purposes.-

o s Your: request for an opinion as to whether the owner-

--of livestock transported. to various: places: tor breeding pur-
‘poses is entitled:to'useia farm:license on:the truck used in -
such instances h&s heen received by this- department.;

" Article 6675s~6a provides in part as follows-

"When'a: commercial: motor vehicle. sought to
be registered and used:by the owner thereof-.only
in the traeneportation of his own poultry, deiry,’
livestock, and farm products to merket, or to
other points for sale or for sale or processing,
or the transportation by the owner. thereof of
laborers from their place of residence, and mater-
izls, tools, equipment and supplies, without
charge, from the place of purchase or storage, to
his own farm or ranch, exclusively for his own use
or use on such farm the reglstration license fee,
for the welght classifications herein mentioned,
shgll be fifty per cent (50%) of the registration
fee prescribed for welight classifications in Sec-
tion 6, (Art 6675a-6), of the Act hereby amended.

In drafting the above statute the Legislature, obyi-
‘ously could not set forth &1l the many fact situations which
might arise that would entitle the owner of said vehicle to
the exemption prescribed in this article. We believe that it
was the intention of the Legislature to help the farmer by
lessening the burden of operating an sutomobile or other vehlcle
when 1t was used solely to supplement other earnings of and
from the farm. We think that they intended that the truck
might be used for such purposes as were necessary or incideh-
tal to the operation of said farm and the ralsing or breeding
of livestock is certainly a purpose incidental and probably
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necessary to the successful operation and maintenance of a
farm,

Based upon our opinion of the intention of the-Leg-
islature in passing this statute, we are unwllling to say that
the farmer who owns livestock used for breeding purposes and
without additional charge conveys such livestock to the places
of breeding is not entitled to operate the vehicle used in
transportation of these animals under & farm license or per-
mit. We desire to qualify thls statement by saying that the
use of the farm truck for hauling such livestock must be an
occasional use for that purpose. In our opinion 28 truck used
to any great extent for that pwrpose is not such a truck or -
use as was intended by the Legislature to be exempt from com-
mercial registration. :

_ : As to your question, if the operator of a truck used
only for power in the drilling of wells, but moved from places
of opersation under lts own power must be registered. As the
fects relate in your letter thils truck 1s used upon the public
highways of this state,.and 1f that be true we find nothing

in the statutes that would exempt the owner or operator there-
of from having a license upon this truck. You are, therefore,
advised that under our statutes if the truck 1is used on the
public highways of this state, it must be registered.

It is the opinion of this department that the farmer
may transport his livestock -in a truck operated with & farm
license to the places of breeding 1f the truck is otherwise
used only for ferm purposez. You are also advised that the
truck used for power in drilling wells if 1t is also used on
the publiec highways of this state, must be registered as is
provided by the law.

._ Yours very truly
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