THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
OF TEXAS

W AUSTIN 11, TEXAS

ATTORNEY OENERAL

Hon, K.Y, Cunninghan
County Auditor
Eavarro County
Corsioana, Texas

Dear Birs Opinion No, C-T6T

_ Ret The right of an officer to draw
half of his fees when the arreated
person serves his fins in Jail
2t s0 wuch & day and does not work,

This {8 to scknowledgs receipt of your letter of June 15%th
requesting our opinion on the question eta above,

. ¥We rmecéntly rendered opinion 0-907 construing the validity
and constitutionality of K. B, 205 passed by the Forty-3ixth legislature,
We snclose & copy of mid opinlon for your conasideretion,

The plain provision of the recently enacted statute (H.B,
205, supra) would give an officer the right to one-half of his costis
even the convict laid out his fine and costs, without ladbor, from
and after the effective dates of the bill, We quote!

®"Artisle 1055, The county shall not be liable
to the officer and witness having costs in a misdemeanor
casne where defendant pays his fine and costs, The gounty
shall bde liadle for one-half of the fees of the officers
of the court, when the defendant falls to pay his fine
and lays his fine cut in the county Jail or discharges
the same by means of working such fine cut on the county
roads or ont any county pPeject, And to pay such half
of costs, the sounty clerk shall issue his warrant on
the counﬁy Treasurer in favor of such officer to be paid
out of the Road and Bridge Pund or ofher funds not
othervise appropriated.”

Trusting the above satisfactorily answers your question,

e are
Youra very truly
ATPORNEY GRMERAL OF TRXAS
By s/Benjamin Voodall
BtAfiwo Banjanin Woodall

JUMR 27, 1939
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