OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERALD C. MANN May 8, 1939

ATroRNEY GENERAL

Honorable W, lee O'Danisl
Governor of Texas
Austin, Texas

Desr Sir:

Opinion NHo. 0«77
In re: Coastitutions

Jurisdiction oh
of Marion County\in mitdcnaan.

We acknowledge F letter of May 5,
1839, in whioh you request o igd as to the gcnstitup
tionality of House B 89 Beetion 1 of this bill
reads as follows: :

N\ County Court of Marion
Rexas, snd the County Judgs of Msrion
Texas, ths sald County Court shall have
urisd .tio. uit- isrion County of all oriminal
X g of misdemegnor over whioh the
arien County, Texas, now has
2 the jurisdictlon of said Courts
shall bs conourrent, provided
that th- Jurisdiction of the District Court of -
Marionh County; Texas, shall be and remaln as now
by Yaw and be in no wise affected by this
provided further, thet the Jjurisdietion
onferred upcn the County Judge of Marion
: Texas, shall extend toc and oaly to those
cases 1n whigh pleas of gullty are entered by
the defendant in any cases of misdemeanor filed
in said OQourt.

heredby o

The question which you submit in your letter is
*whether or not this act violates the oonstitutional pro=-
visions in refersnce to the Jurisdiotion of ocounty courts,.,”
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Article ¥V, Bection 22, of the Constitution of Texas
provides as tollowt.

"The Legislature shall have power, by local or
general law, to increase, diminish or change the
olvil and oriminpal Jurildiction of County Courts;
and in eases of any such change of Juriadiction,
the Legislature shall also conform the jurisdioction
of the other oourts to such shange.”

It may be pointed out that under House Bill No, 872,
the jurisdiotion of the eounty eourt is dependent upon the -
plea which may de entered by the defendant. 4t the time of

the filing of the g:oocodings. it will be impossidle to tell
whether the court Jurisdistion or not, and this willdbe
determined only when the defendant is called upon to anter

his plea. If the defendant enters a plea of not guilty,

the gourt will be without Jurisdioticn anéd al)l prior procesdings
in thn oourt 1111 be rendered void.

We do not find any statute sontaining provilions
similer to House Bill Ko. 872 nor sny declsilons rctorriag to
any sinilar statutery proviaions.

.+ Tnder Article 5, Bection 22, of the Comstitution
qnntcd above, the Leglslature is given very broad powers witn
reference to the regulation of the Jurisdioction of sounty
gourts, and we 40 not find any provision of the Constitution

ohlbiting the legislature from limiting the county court's
Jurildictlon in the manner provided in House Bill No. 872,
You are sococordingly advised that it is our opinion that House
Bill Xo. 872 does ndt violate any constitutional provisions
1n yeference to the jurisdiotion of the county courts.

Yery truly yours
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
By ({(sigged)
’ :.I.Ol P. !ﬂn

Ansistant
SJPH: ANM
APPROVED:

(signed) Gerald C. Mam
ATTORNEY QENERAL OF TRYA]



