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Deer Sir: Opinion ¥No.0-1161
Re: Has the cop pRers! court
\ . nEfer\ money
plistra-
. 1&;7
RLus
Your reguest for ep A pn the sbove stated

question has been recelved by

follows:
punty Tax Cole
Jactor sh nas ; Dapository of
his comty n the eradl af t.he %mV Resd and

jubl ¢ one hundred (1004)
oN8 made hersunder during
by emount w0 doposlited
yeur shall have reaohed
"-' {”0,&%.00) Dollm-

and until the smount so deposlited
heve rgached s totel of One Xun-
' Thousand ($§175,000,00) pollars
posit to the sredit of sald Fund on Men~
gek ey amount equsl to rmy ﬁoﬁlhe

*Thereafter, ke shall wake no further de-
posits to the eredit of said Fund during thet
calendar yesr. all colleetions mades &wring nng
weoek under the provisions of this io% [Arts, 8675a
el to 68¥5e~=l4; F. C, art, 870a) ix excess of
the amounts required to be deposited to the oredit
ermmamemmmwmmwam
be remitted by ecoh County Tax Oollector on sash
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onday of the succeeding week to the State High-
way Department, together with carbon copies of
each license receipt issusd hereunder during the
presedins week, He shall elso on Yondey of sach
veek remit to the Department as now provided by
Law, all transfer fees cnd chauffeurst?! license
fees ¢olleocied by him duwring Lhe proceding week,
together with carbou covies of all receipts issued
for seid fees during the week,

*He shall also ecoompany all remittances to
the Bighway Department with a somplete report of
such ocollections made and disposition made there-
of, the form end contents of aaid report to be
presoribed by the State Highway Department. None
of thy monies so placed to the credit of the Road
and Bridgs Fund of a county shall be used to puy
the salary or compensation of any County Judge or
Caunty Commissioner, but all salé nonies sh be
used for the construction and maintenanse of late~
ral roads in such county under tho supervision of
the County Engineer, if thare he one, and if there
is no such enginesr, then the County Conmissionersf
Court shall have auihority to ecommand the serviees
of the Division Inginser of the State Highway De~
partment for the purpose of supervising the gson-
struction and surve of lateral roais in their
respective counties. 4ill funds allocated to the
counties by the provisions of this act (Arts.
6875a~1 to 667Ha-l4; P.C., Art, 80%a) may be used
by the ocounties in the paz:snt of obligations, if
any, issued and incurred the construction or
the ixmprovement of all roads, including State High-
ways of such countiss snd dlstriocts tharein; or
the improvement of the roads comprising the County

Hoad System,.,"

wWe are informsd by the Comptroller's office that Or
County has & population of , 788 acoording to the last Feder
oensus, and that the eounty offisials of Gregg County are come-
pensated on an annusl salary basis,

Seation 4 of Article 3I9l2e, R. C. S,, reads as follows:

"In a1l counties of this S¢ate containing
. a population of less than one hundred end ninety
thousand (190,000) inhsbitants according to the
last preceding Federal Cansus wherein the county
or precinct officere¢ srs compensated on a salary
basie under the proviszions of this act, there
shall be ereated a fund to be known a8 the *0ffi-



Hon. R. 8, %yoche, rage &

cors' Salary Fund of County, Texss,!
Such fund shall be kept sepurate and cpurt from
all other county funds, and shall be held and
disbursed for the purpose of paying the salaries
of officers and the salaries of deputies, assise
tants and clerks of officers who &re drawing a
salary from sald fund under the provisions of
this Act, and to pay the ecuthorized expenses of
their offices, 8uch fund shell be deposited in the
county depositery and shall be protected to the
sanme extent as other county funds."

Section 6, of .ritiocle 391ke, R. C, 5., reads in part
ag follows:

*(a}) In countles wherein the county offi-~
ciels are on a salary dasis, in addition to the
monies deposited in Baid Officers' Salary Fund
or funds under the Erovisiona of Bections 1, 3
and 8§ of this Act there shull be deposited there~
in quarterly on the rirst day of January, ipril,
July and Qotober of eaoch year, such sums as
be apportioned to such counﬁgaunder the provisions
of this ict, out of the availladle appropriations
made by the Legislature for such purposes ided,
however, that in counties wherein the Commissionsrs'
Court is authorized to determine whethor county

. officers shall be compensated on a salery basis,
no apportionment shall be made to sush county un-
til the Comptroller of Iublic Acocounts shall have
been notified of the order of the Commissioners!
Court that the county officers of such sounty
shall be compensated on & salary basis for the
fiscal yoar, . « o «

*({b} Xo officer recsiving & salary shall
hereafter receive any ex offioclo compensation;
provided, however, the Commissionsrs'! Court
shall transfer from the General Fund of the
county to the Offiocers' Salary Fund or funds of
such county such funds as may be nec¢essary to
pay the sgslaries and other claims chargeable
ageinst the same when the monies deposited there-
in are insufficient to meet the cla payable
therefrom,” g :

irticle 8675a~~10, supra, specifieally provides that
nope of the monles so placed to tha oredit of the Road and
Bridge Fund of the county shall be used to pay the salary oy
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compensztion of cny County Judge or County Cormissioner, but
all said nmonies shall be used for the construction and mainte-
nance of lateral rouds in such counties, and that all funds
ellocuated to the counties by the provis{ons of the act may be
ussed by the counties in the payment of obligations, if any,
issued and incurred in the comstruetion or the rovenent of
ull roads, including State Highwanys of such counties and dis-
tricts therein; or the improvement of the roads comprising the
County Road System.

In view of the forego statutes, you are respect~
fully advised that it is the opinion of this department that
the Conmissioners' Court does not have the authority to trans-
fer monies received from suto registrations to the Officers’
Salary Fund, regardless of the status of the Ceneral Fund,

Trusving that the foregoing answers your inguiry, we

remain
Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
. MM,M°
Axrdell Willdemn
Assistant
AW: jnm
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