OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

AUSTIN ﬁ/

GERALD C. MANN _ l/ .
ATTORMKY GEMERAL

Honorable Murphy Cole
County Auditor
Liberty County
Liberty, Texas

Dear Sir:

We acknowledge pt
- 14, 1939, in which you requgst
nnnt relative to the length ‘af vebicles permitted under

gular Sassion, Forty—
'Ro train or combina-
cle operated alone shall
ing more than three (3) feet
eyond tke\front reof, nor, except, as herein-
fore fprovided, more then fouar {(4) feet beyond

or eombination of vehicles to exceed
of 45 fee‘l'- »

*The question which we wigh answered is this:
Does & special permit which allows a leagth of
more than 45 feet imply the right of carrier to
haul a load whioh will extend more than & feet in
front or more than 4 feet in the rear of hig ve-
hicle?"

NGO COMMUNICATION IS ¥C BE CONSTRUSD AR A DEPARTMENTAL OF{NION UNLESS AFPROYED BY THE ATTORNEY GENKRAL OR FIRST ASEISTANY
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Honorable MNurphy Cole, Page 2

So much of Section 2 of Artiocle 827a as is pertin
nent reads as follows:

"It shall be unlawful and constitute a mis-
demeanor for any person to drive, operate or move
or for the owner to cause or permit to be driven,
operated, or moved on any highway, any vehlicle or
vehicles of a size or weight exceeding the limi-
tations stated in this Act or any vehicle or ve-
hicles which are not comstructed or equipped as
required 1n this Act, or to transport thereon any
load or loads excecding the dimensions or weight
prescribed in this Act; provided the department,
acting direotly or through its agent or agents
designating in each county shall have and is here-
by granted authority to grant permits limited to
periods of ninety (90) 4ays or less for the trans-
portation over state highways of such overweight
or oversize or overlength commodities as eannot
be reasonadly dismantled or for the operation
over state highways of super-heavy and oversize

equipment for the transportation of such oversize
or overweight or over;enggg oomnoIIEIes as can-
not be reasonably spantled; . . ."

Article 827%7a, Sootion 3, paragraph o, reads as
follows:

*No motor vehicle, commsroiel motor vehl-
cle, truck-trailer, trailer, or semi-trailer
shall exceed a length of thirty-five (35) feet,
and no combination of such vehicles coupled to-
gether shall exceed a total length of forty-
five (45) feet, unless suchk vehicle or combina-
tions of vehicles 1s operated exclusively with-
in the limits of an incorporated city or town."™

As you have indicated in the guoted portion of
your letter, Section 2 of Article 83%7a makes provisions
for the issuance of special permits for the operation over
state highways of oversized egquipment in the event such
equipment is necessary for the transportation of over-
weight, oversized or overlength commodities whieh cennot
be reaaonably dismantled.. This provision creates an &x-
ception to the length specified in paragraph ¢ of Section
3, Article 827a, for vehicles and a combination of vehilcles.
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Honorable kurphy Cole, Page 3

You will note that paregraph 4, Section 35, Arti-
¢le 82%a, provides that no vehicle or combination of ve~
hicles shall carry a load which extends more than three
feet beyond the front thereof or "exospt as hereinbefore

rovided, more than four feet beyond Eﬁc rear thereol™,
Eonsiiilng together all of the above-quoted statutory pro-
visions we find that the Legislature prohibited any ve-
hiele or combination of vehiocles from carrying a load
whioh extended more than three feet deyond the fromt of
the vehicle or combination and did not provide for any
exception to this requirement, but the wording of para-
graph 4, Section 3, Article £827a, makes it equally olear
that the Leglslature did anticipate that an overlengihr
load night extend more than fowr feet beyond the rear of
the conveying vehicle or combination of vshicles,

It is, therefore, the opinion of this Department
that a special permit for the operation of an overlength
vehicle does not imply the right of a carrier to haunl a
load which extends more than three feet beyond the front
6f the wvehicle. On ths other hand, 2 permit for the trans-
portation of overleagth commodities or rfor the opesration
of oversizs eguipment for the tranaportation of such over-
length commodities does carry with it as an incidental priv-
1lege the right to extend the load, if nncossaty,nnra than '
four feet from the rear of snch vehicle. _

The other question presented 1n your letter re-~
quests that we determine what is meant by the “rear* of
a vehicle and we presume that you refer to the language
of paragraph 4, Section & of Article 82%a, we regret to
advise you that the issue which you here pressnt is one
purely of faot and ia not a subjeot upon which this Depart-
ment can attempt to render an opinion.

!bnrs vory trulr
APPROVEDSEP 16, 1939 A PTORNEY. CERERAL _OF TEIAS
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Assistant
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