OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL .OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERALD C. MANN

ATTORNEY GENERAL

Mr. BE. 0. Siecke, Director A
Texas Forest Servioce
College Station, Texas

Dear Xr. Slecke:

Opinion No., 0-1333 -
Re: rigqulture

We have your lg p he 2§ th inst in whioh
you refer to H. R. 4728, nasse - 8 75th Congress, and
also refer to Article 2613, gur Revised Statutes., You
then ask:

suén torthe abote cited statutory
operate with the State
arm Forestry in which

or by h& Bodrd of Directors of the A. & M,
st st te that such ccoperative work

séﬁﬁh Secretary of Agriculture suthority
todisregard State statutes to the extent of

igno the State Forester, and offering 00~
operation in Farm Forestry under the provislons

of the Norris-Doxey Act to any other State Agency?"

It will be noted that the Resolution referred to
redds in part:

", + + in order to aid agriculture, inorease
farm~forest inoome, conserve water resources,
increagse employment, and in other ways advance
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the general welfare and improve living condi-

tions on farms through reforestation and afforest-
ation in the various 8tates and Territories, the
Becretary of Agriculture is avthorized in co-
operation with the land-grant colleges and uni-
versities and BState forestry agenocies, each

within its respective field of activities, accorde
"ing to the statutes, if any, of the respective
S8tates, wherever such agencles oan and will co-
operate, or in default of such cooperation to

act direotly, to produce or procure and distri-

bute forest ‘rcoc and shrud planting stock; to

make necessary investigations; to advise farmers
regarding the establishment, protection, and man-
agenent of farm forests and forest and shrubd planta-
tions and the harvesting, utilization, and marketing
of the products thereof; and to enter into coop-
erative agreements for the establishment, protection,
and care of farm or other forest-land tree and shrub plant-
ings within such states and Territories;, o, "

The Resolution daes mot require the Seoretary
of Agriculture to do these things, but it only empowers
him or gives him the right to do them,

It will be moted that in the first paragraph of
Artiecle 2613, Revised Statutes of Texas, readss

*The Board of Directors is charged with
the duties and empowered to do and perform the
acts hereinafter set forth as follows: . . "

And it will be noted that in Article 2613a, in
each instance it is stated that the Board is authorized
to do certain things.

In Cox, Inc+ vs. Bumble 0il & Refining Co. 18
8. W. (24) 285, the court held that, "The primary meaning
of 'suthorizet is to empower, to give a right to act."™

We therefore answer your questions that the
Resolution of the United S8tates Congress empowers or glves
the Secretary of Agriculture the right to act, dbut does
not obligate or require him to do the things outlined in
your letter. In ddaling with the Becretary of Agriculture
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with reference to the matters involved in your ingquiry, of
c'our;e the matter is one for negotiation and not for com-
Pulﬂ () - 1%

Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
By (B8igned)

A. 8. Rollins
Assistant

ASR1pbD
APPROVED: Aug. 31, 1939
(81gned) Gerald C. Mann
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

Approved Opinion Committee
By BWB-Chairman,



