UM RITD B YIewr A9 vmumeraams o
AU WU s 2 A% O B AR AN
O TEXAS

AUSTIN 11, TEXAS

ATTORNEY GENERAN

Honorable H. W. Pittman
County Auditor

Fayette County
LaGrange s Texas

Dear Sirs Opinion Noe 0=1460
S o Ret: Legality of county furnishing
legal hlanks for civil business -
in Justice Court.

_ Your request for our opinion on the above stated question has besen
received by this departmente TYour letter reads in part as fellows:

"County officialsof Fayetite County are on salary basis; precinct
officers are on fee basisis Citastions are issued by Justice of the Peace;
servad by Constable, juryfee is onllected and paid to jurors by the Justioe;
Justice and Constable receive their fee from iitigants, case is closed and
oounty receives nothinge :

"Is it legal and proper for the county to furnish legal blanks
for c:.v:.l businessin Justice Courts?"

Section 1 of Article 3by9b of the RBgvised Civil Statutes reads
as follows: "There shall be allowadto County Judges, Clerks of the Distriot
and County Courts, Sheriffs, County Treasurers, Tax Assessors and Collectors
‘such books, stationwry, including blank bail bonds and blank complaints, and
office furniture &s may be necessary for their offices, to be paid for on the
order of the Commissionsrs! Court out of the County Treasury; and suitable
‘offices shall also be provided by the Commissioners® Court for said officers
at t he expense of the oountyes And such books and stationery &s a re necessary
in the performance of their duties shall also b furnished Justices of the
Peace by said Commissioners' Courte Provided all purchases herein must be
made under the provisions of Article 1659, Revised Civil Statutes of 'I.‘e:m.s
lg25."

Article 2382, Revised Civil Statutes, requires that each justioce
shall keep & civil docket in which he shall meke the entries therein prescrib-
od, and Article 1081, Code of Criminal Procedure, provides that each Justice
of the Peace shall keep a book in which shall be entered the number and style
of each criminal action in their respective courts, snd the name of each wit-
ness subpoenaed, attached or recognized to testify therrein, showing whether
on the part of the State or the defendants. In addition Yo a civil docket,

8 justice is required to keep such other dockets, books and records as may be
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rogquired by law; also a fee book in which shall be taxed all costs aoccruing
in every suit ocommenced before him. He must retain official records in his
office where they are open to inspeotion by any interested partye. See Texas
Jurise Vole 26, Pe 799,

Stationery is defined by Webster to meen paper, pems, inks,
quills, blank tooks, etcs

The oase of Harris County v. Clark, 37 Se.W. pe 22, construing
Article 2479, Revised Statutes of 1895, whioh reads in part as follows:

“There shall be allowed the county judges, clerks of the distrioct and county
courts, sheriffs and county treasurers, such oks, stationery, including
blamk bail bonds and blank complaints, and office furniture as may be neces-
sary for their offices, to be paid for on the crder of the Commissiomers!
Court, out of the county treasury; and suitable offices shall also be proe-
vided by the Commissioners' Court for sald officers at the expemnse of the
county; and that such books and stationery as are necessary in the performe
anoe of their duties, shall also be furnished Justices of the Peace by said
Commissioners' Court."

Held that such stationery, including bailbonds and blank complainta as may be

necessary, includes prin ed blanks other than bail bonds and complaint blenkse

Under the langusge of Article 3899b, supra, we think it is clearly
the duty of the Commissioners'! Court to furnish Justices of the Peace with such

books and stationery a&s are necessary in the performance of thelr dutles and

that theterm "Books and stationery™ is troad emough to include le gal blanks for
civil business in Justice Courtss _Therefore, you are respectfully advised that
it is the opinion of this department that it is legal and proper for the county

to furnish legal blanks for civil business in Justicae Courts,
Trusting that the f oregoing fully amswers your inguiry, we remain
Yours wry truly

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

AW: jmsegw By /s/ Ardell Villiams
AFPROVED OCT. 2, 1939 Ardell H1liams
/s/ GERALD C. MANN Assi stant
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