OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERALD C. MANN
ATTOANEY GENERAL

Ar. Geo. Y. Oox, ¥.D.
State Health Orficer
State Board of Health
Austin, Texas

Deexr 8ir:
Opinion Mo, 01483
Re: Is there anythin tached
letter whigh does not thin

the purviewof 3.B. No.
Forty»aixth Legislature?

3 . pn the above stat-
ed question has deen ro.-iv department. The
aqwiry feads as follows:

letter attashed with you

5> attend the
he Texas Stats

on on Ootober 2,5, and
three days will be
ons in whie¢h speakers
f interesting
t relates %o
veriocusy specislties and aotivities. Of parti-

tures of the Jdistinguished visitors, among whom
o3 Mr., Joph J. Carmody, Director of the Publle

enpédy; Doetor Preston Hunt, President-

Yraternal Belegate of the Texas State

Assoeiation; Surgeon E.R. Coffey

sistant Chief of Domestie Qusraatine, United

States Public Health Service, Vashingtong

Assistant Surgeon John R. Boilor. Consultan$g

in Venoreal Diseass Control of the United States

Pubiie Health Servicei Dootor Frances C. Robdert,
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Dr. Geo. W, Cox, page 2

Reglonal Medical Consultant of the childrah't
Buresu, New Orleans; and many other notables,

"We expect tiis Lo bs the best jrogranm
$hat Las ever been held by the Tcxas Stete Fublie
Health Assogiution, and we will be most harpy
t0 s¢e you in attendance.

"
i
]

*Xindest personal regerds.”

"Slnoerely yours

/8/ Geo. W. Cox, K.D,
State Health o0fficer"

¥We are informed thai your inquiry refers to
paragraph 4 on page 150 of S.B. 427, Acte of the Forty-
sixth legislature, w:ioh reads as follows:

"No department or buresu included in this
Aot shall use any of the funds appropristed to
such Gepartment or bureau, either directly or
indireotly, rfor the purpose of telephoning,
telegraphing or distributing either dy hand or
through the mails, any literature, propaganda
letters, or bulletins, or any other matter prlnt-
ed or written, or to meke any radio speeoch or
speeches, whether transoribed or nct, or any
other spoech or speeches under any oircunatances
which has the effect of pudblicixzing or direct-
ing attention to or tending to pudlioize or di-
reot attention to any individual, offiecial or
employee of such depertment or dureau, or of any
other department or dbureau, It is further rroe
vided that no department or bureau shall mein-
tain any pudlioity depertment or have in its
smploy or under its direotion any employes or
other person who has the title or who performs
the duties or functions of a publie relstions
sgent, publioity agent or press agent. It is
proviaod, however, that none of these restrio-
tions shall ajply in the event it becomes ne-
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Dr. Geo, W, Cox, page 8

cessary, in the opinion of the head of the de-
partment or bureau, as a proper funstion of the
department or dureau, or in the interest of the
general publie, for suoh deportment or bureau,
through any of its authoriszed sgents, to issue
any statements or impart sny information by the
usual methods, and in so doing, said statements
ahall be issued or information imparted in the
name of such department or bureau and shall bde
issued under or have attasched thereto the name
of the offiolial or sgent authorized to issue
the same, but shall not otherwise include the
name of any individual, officia)l or employee of
such department or bureau or of any other de-
portment or bureau,."

You are respectfully 2d4vised thet it {s the
opinion of this department that the above quoted section
of S.B. 427, Aots of the Forty-sixth Legislature, or any
other statutes of this state, 4o not prohibit your de-
partment from sending the above quoted proposed letter
to the City Health Officers, County Health Officers and
other persons intereated in (udblie health, inviting them
to attend the Seventeenth Annual Meeting of the Texeas
State Fublioe Health Assoolation,

Trusting that the foregoing fully answers your
ingquiry, we remain

Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

gy (riletl i

Ardell Willlanms
AW; 0D Aasistant
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