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: of the Texas Frison
6 & several of the
rison offfieial to the

New York City the
‘helr expenses, howe
Trox any Btlate fund,

Your lettar cf \Geptamber
an opinion upon t

porission, this lettsr is a reques

oy ypion for these offielals to use a
State Owndd ¢ar on this trip without expease
to ths State,”

The rider appesnded to Senmte Bil) 427, Aats
of the 46%h Legislature, Regular Gession, provides
in part as followst

"Ro moneys herein appropriated shall aver
be spent to pay the traveling expesnses of any

WO COMMUNICATION IS TC BY CONSTRUED AS A DEFARTMENTAL OPINION UNLWSS APPROVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANT



Hon, 0. J. £. Ellingson, Page 2,

State employee to any type of conventiion within
the State or without the Stete,”

"(J§) ZXxoept as otherwise apecifically
exenpted, the provisions cof this Act shell apply
also to department heads and members of commia~
sions, "

There is no exemption from the provisions of the
rider of members of the Texas Frison Board.,

The rider further provides:

"It is heredby further declared unlawful for
any psrson anthorized to use a State-owned auto-
mobile in connection with any dusiness of the
State, to use such sutomobvile in connection with
any canpaign in which such department is direot-
1y interested, or in bvehslf of the campaign for
reelection of the hoad of any department, and/or
in sny other manner, time or place than when
such automotile is being used in the interest
of and for the purpoce of carrying out depart-
mental State business. Any person violating
this Section ahall upon Tinal eonviotion be sub~
jeat to & fine of not lass than $%50.00, nor
more than $200.00, In the event such use of
such automobile is bdeing made with the knowledge
of the head of the department, having oharge of
such automoblle, then such department head shall
8120 be liable to punishment in a fine of not
more than $200,00., Any court of competent Jjuris-
diotion in the county where this law is violat-
ed shall have jurisdioction to try such ocause.“

In our opinion, these provisions of the rider,
oconstrued togaether, reflect the legislative intent, not
only that State officials and employeez ghall not receive
reimbursement for such items of traveling expense as meals,
lodging, eto., incurred in traveling to a convention of
any kind, withiz or without the State, but also that such
State officials or State employees shall not be permitted
to use State-owned automobiles for the purposa of convey-
ing themselvec to such conventions, though they may pay
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other expensas incurred on trip personelly, The use of
an sutanobile purchased by the State involves an expendi-
ture of State funde, in that every use of such State-
owned automobile of necessity results in a depreciation
of the value of such car,

You are, therefore, advised that the Frison
Board may not pemit its members or offictals of the Pri-
son to use a State-owned sutomobile to convey these men
to the American Frison Congress in New York City, though
their expenses, aside from the use of the car, are not -
to be paid from any Stote fumds.

Yours very truly
ATTORMEY CZNIRAL OF TEXAS

R. ¥W. Fairohild
Aseietant
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