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Hon. E. . Busterling, Yage 2

“he answer to both subdivisions (i) snd (B} of your first
guestion turns upon the single izsue of the applicability of sub-
section (c¢), Zection 3, Fenate EL{1l 402, Acts, keguler fession, 46th
lezisleture, being .rticle 7336, as emended, Gernon's Annoteted
civil Stetutes, tc independent school distriocts, This Article, as
en entirety, allows & split-peyment of taxes generally, the first
half to be peid on or bdefore MNovember 30th of & given tex year and
the last helf on or before July lat of the following yeser, and pro-
vides for an €% penelty on this last installment if not paid when
due. 1t 1& further provided that if taxes are not peid in this
manner and within this time, then sueh taxes will become delincuent
if nct peid prior to #ebruary 1lst of the year succeeding the yvear
when the assessment rolls ere returned, and will carry csertein gradu-
ated penalties cof from 1% to 8% for the month cf February through
the month of July. The particular portion of ithe Article with which
vwe &re concerned here, Subd{vision (o), provides that when the fore-
going split-payment plan of tax payments is edopted, discounts
shall be allowed for prowmpt payment a&s follows:

*(c) If one-half {1/2) of such ad valorem taxes
have bsen pald on or before November thirtieth of the year
in which the seme are asgsesssd, the discounts harein pro-
vided for shell)l be effeotive and shall apply to ths last
half of the ad valorex taxes 1f peid ninety (90), sixty
(60}, and thirty (30) daye, respectively, prior to the
firet day of July, when the sama begome delinquent as here-
in provided; but such discount shall not epply to the first
half of such taxes if the same have been paid on or before
November thirtieth of the year im which such sssesement is
made."

¥or eught thet sppeers in the foregoing provisions of
Article 7336, as smended, Vernon's Annotated Civil ftatutes, consider-
ed in its entirety, the so-called split-payment pian of tax payments
would be eprplicedble to the texes of independent schocl dlatriota end
the éiscount featurs of Sutsection (o) would be evelilable, because
the lenguage of the gtatute is broad end general in scope so as to
comprehend all poll taxes and all ad valorem texes.

But these statutory provisions pust be considered in con-
nection with thaose of Section 1, Senete Bill 402, Acts, Regular Sesa-
sion, 46th Legislature, now Article 70574, Vernon's Annotated Civil
Statutes, sllowing the constitutional discount for prompt payment
of texes due various political subdivisions and taxing districts of
the Steate, including independent school diatricta, if and when the
governing body of such districts and subdivisions adopts such dls~
count feature, but further providing, that "in nc event shall the
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Hon. T. V. Testeriing, Fage 3

same apply to split-payment of texes." This specifioc prokibiticn
pust govern the general provisions of tubdivision (e}, Article 7336,
Vernon'a Annotated Civil Statutes, allowing the discount on the

lgst instellment when texes are paid on the split-payment plan.
Hence it is toc plain for further discussion thet the latter pro-
vision csn have no application vo independent school districts and
no discount ean bs allowed texes of independent school districte,
paid under the split-payment plan, even though the governing body
of such indepsndent school district orders the allowanoe of suoh
discount generally.

But we d0 not meen to hereby hold that independent school
districts oannot elect, by proper order of its board of trustees,
to adopt the other provisions of Article 7336, Vernon's Annctated
Civil Statutes, regarding the payment of taxes, For a full discus-
gicn of thia guestion, we enclose harewith copy of Opinion YNo.
0-~1352, direoted to licn. L. A. ficods, State Superintendent of Public
Instruction.

Your seocond inquiry relates to the application of Sub-
division (¢), Article 7336, Vernon's Annotated Civil Statutes, to
State and county ed valorem taxes. This Department, in Opinion
No. 0-~1187 to Eonorable Gso., H, Sheppard, Comptroller of Publie
Accounts, held that, under the Statutes discussed in this opinion,
the diecount for prompt payment will be asllowed on the last install-
-ment of Ztate ad valorem taxes, paid on the so-called split-payment
plen, but will not be eallowed on either installment of county ad
valorem taxes when so pajfd. This opinlon furnishes a specific
answer to your guestion, and we acoordingly enclose a oopy thereof
for your convenience and information.

Trusting we Lave satisfaotorily anewered your inquiries,
ws are

Yours very truly

ATTORNTEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
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