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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

AUSTIN
GERALD C, Marn
ATTORNEY GENERAL
| T]\'Q Cn‘;!‘_fnn
Bonoradble Joe Xuasshik, Commissioner Crrommilos Crinion
Bureau of labdber Statisties - N
Austix, Texes AR S b LI
Dear 8irs Opinjen We. 0=1700-A"

Re: Whother-a meqting desoribed is
a "Gé‘:ﬁl'ﬂi" \

Under date of December 13, 1939, this dqpartment
rendered its epinion %S¢ you, ered 0-1700, whe it
was held thet the snnual meesing dwsoribed in s letter,
of ths Natiomal Boxing Asspéiagiy d the National Wrestl-
ing Assesiation, was & ~ thin the meaning of
the rider appended to | Aets of the 46th
Legislature, and therefore yo in, who attended
such mest a’ the representative /of your department, ws
not eatitled to rejmbursement for<traveling expenses in~-
curyed in stteadsys AP

4, a copy of whieh
kas had oseesion to review

is enelesed, 3
’ 9 t0 the conclusion that

epinion Ne.

{ ip several opinions of Shis depart-

g, 0~1700, pepular meaning of
2 that, generally, of & meeting eof

satives of delegates of private organiza-~

soeistien, sasssointions, end the like

) i of objootivct soxmon to all., As

opjilon No., 0-8664, we have construed the

¢ of soanvention” as having been used by the

X rafercnes to the moeetings ¢of such private

Article 814, Yernoa's Revised Penal Code, vests
authority in the ce-niOllol.r of lLaber to snforce the previ-
sions of the Aot regulating the prometing, conduoting or
maintaining of ristic comdbats, wrestling matohes, doxing

NO COMMUNICATION IS TO BE CONSTRUED AS A DEFARTMENTAL QFINION UNLESS APPROVED BY THE ATTCRNEY GENERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANY
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or sparring sontests er exhibitions for money, remunerwtion,
purse or priss equivalent te de received by participants

or asentestants, or vhere an admission fee therets or there-
for is sharged or received. The act further provides:

®. « ¢« he 13 heredy givea aspecirfio authority
to promulgate sueh rules and regulations as shall
besones Rnesessary in earryiag out the purposes of
this Aet, . . « The definition of the words 'bdexer,'
‘wrestler,' ‘mansger,' 'referes,' ‘matehmaker,’
ttimekeepor,' 'second,' *'promoter,' togsther with
the phrases 'fistis eombat,' 'wrestling mateh',
i eontest' as used ip this Act shall be
scocepted as defined by the National Boxing Asso-
diation and the Natioaal Wrestling Assoclation,
and the rules governing ring regulations of bvex-
ing and wrestl soatests or sparring ccntests
or sxhibiticns, their sesonds and referees shall
be agoerdances with thoss set out by the National

Assoelation and the Natvional Wrestling

Assosiation.”

: It is our uanderstanding that the Hational Boxing
Associstion and the National Wrestling Association are com-
posed of officials of the various states whose duties in’
thelir respestive states require them to supervise in such
states boxing and wrestling exhivitions. It is our construc-
tion of the foregoing statute thet the Lsgislature specifi-
oally contemplated that the Commissioner of Labor, in pur-
suance to his authority to promulgate rules and reguletions,
should sxercise & voioce in determining the rules and regula-
tions to be promulgated by the Natlonal Boxing Assoclation -
and the Retional Wrestling Assocletion, since the meaning
of certain words and phrases used in the Act will be as
defined by those Assoeistions, and the rules governing ring
regulations of boxing and wrestling ocontest or sparring
eontests or exhibitions, thelr seconds, end referses,
promulgated and enforced by the Commissioner of labor muat
be in secoordapce with those set out by taes Nationel Boxing
Association and the Nationsl ¥restling Association., In
ensoting such provisions into the law, it is our opinion
that the Legislature thoredy intended to invest the National
Boxing Assoeiation and the Naticnal Wrestling Associatliom
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with an offieial character, insofar ss the determination
made by thess Asgocliations shonuld e binding upeon the lador
Comaissioner of this State and influence the-mesning and
interpretation to dbe placed upon the Texas law regulating
bexing snd wrestling. In other words, we believe that the
above statute, esonstrued as s whole, evidences a leglsla-
tive intent to regard the National Bozing Assooiation and
the Nativaal Wrestling Assosiation as offiolal or semi-
officlal ageneies of goverament for such purposes, and
specitieally eontemplates that the Commiasioner of lLabor
or his representative shall paertloipate in such amsoclation
activities, insofar as the statute eontemplates that the
sotivities of those Assocliations shall be dinding upon
Iho Commissioner of labor in his enforcement of the Texas
AW

We therefore hold that the meeting whioch Mr, Swain
ettended was a meeting of an offiolsl or seni-official in-
strumentality or agenoy of government, andnot a mesting of
a gegiiei orgenisation, s¢ as to fall within the prohibition
conta ia the departmental sppropristion bill against the
ptz-nnx of traveling expenses to "any type of convention
within this 8tate or without tals Btate,”

Opinion No. 0=1700, holding to the sontrary, is
specificeally overruled and w{thdru-n.

Yours very truly
ATTORNEY G*NERAL OF TEXAS

 lpadite

R. W, Fairchild
Asistent
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