OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERALD €. MANN
ATTORNEY GENERAL

State Dapartnent of Education
Augtin, Texns

Gentleman: Avb'n: My, T. ¥, Tris

Your lotter of Novanbe:
opinicn frozm thils depeartment,

tendeqns, £alled b; tho Chalyman of aaxd’rarism-
tive Csszlvtoe in oharse of tha cistribution of
rural vld, st timos and places nomad by said Chaire
man t6 ¢iocuss ecuslizution problemss

"Je An essendly of Deputy State Luporine

tendonzs and Guﬂ“ b em‘.}la?eea of the state Lae
paxtaent ol duesiion verkins in varicuo soctions

NO COMMURNICATION IS5 TO BE CONSTRUED AS A DEFARTMENTAL OFINION UNLESS AFPROVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANT
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of the State onllied by tho SHtete Superintendent
for instructions in resard to standardizetion, classe
itication, =zcerediting of schools, and the distirie

- bution of the egualization fundy and

"4. ‘An nssembly of school officials, st which
an employee of the oOtate Departmont of =ducatlon
is moeipned to zive instructions, to interpret dee
partaentsal ruleg, resuwlations, and policies, end
to discuss othar matters of administration, partain-
-1ng to or direoted by law."”

Cbviously it could not have boen iatendsd by the
Legislature that the restriction against paying travelinz exe
ponss8 to convontions should apoly to muthorizod.meotings
called by azencies of goveramont for the pursose of acioti-
piishing ths funotlons of governmant imnosad upon them. To
esply such o construction woula be to imputo to the Legisla-
ture the lntent to pamalyze by indirection ths adalnisztration
of the vary azlairs of sovernuent for vhilceh zpnropriations.
were mado ot longsth in Sesate ELIll 427 of the 4uth Lezislae
ture, ¥a are ionelled, thorefore, Lo the conclusioa that
ths Lezislnture used t+ho word “"convention" in its especinl
or popular, rathar thon 1its broad, sisnificance, conveying
the idoa, generally, of a maﬂting of mombers or ¢ elezates
of o private orzanization, party, club, soclety, or tae like,
for the accomplishzent of some c¢omton object,

Applying thae above definition to the situations
pregentad by you, in thoir numerical order; we advise:

1. Tha travelinﬂ gxnense rider quoted in your
letter doas not nroevant reighursauent for txavcling CXDPOnSes
of o State exmployes, in the Iirst situstion presented by you.

2+ The travellng sxpense rider quoted in your

- letter doss not rravent roimburssment for travellns expenses
incurred by a States employea, in the scocond situation pre-
sentod by you.

Je Thz tinvellns oxpense rider quoted in your
lsttoxr does nou »rovent reizmbursement for {raveling expenses
finourred b a State employee, in the third situation proe-
sented by you. ' ,
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4, In your fourth situation, sufficient dotails
are not glvan ug with ragard to tho natura of tho assomdly
of school officials, to caeble us to determine whether such
assenbly of school officiels is a coavention within the
meaning of the travelins expense rider quoted, as construed
by us abova., You clve in detail the work vwhich the employes
of tha Otate Lenartment of Zducation is assigned to paorfom
at such assewsbly, but your attention is directed to tHie
fact that, so for s the rider quoted above is concerned,
tha empleoyents right to relmbursemeat for traoveling expensas
depends, not upon the charactasr of the work performed by
him, but upon the nature of the mweting vihich he atteands,
From vhat we have gteted above, in thils opliuion, you will
doubtloos be able to detarmine for yoursell viaethoer tho
essozbly of school officials to which you rofer 18 a “cone
?entlgn," within the meaning of the travelilng expense rider
guoted, -

Yours vory truly,
ATTORNEY GLNEIRAL OF TEXAS

by = (sizned)
| R, W, Fairﬁhild
‘ - Asaistant;
RTFispbp 7
APST:OVED DEC, 4, 1639
/o Gerald C, Mann

ATTORNEY GIIERAL OF TEIAS

C(GTALP)  APTROVED
O0rINION

COLITTER

By 3.3



