OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

AUSTIN
GERALD C. MANN -
ATTORNEY GENERAL
dp, S, ¥, Cooper, vecretsry Treasurer A

Pentral Colorado Aiver Authority
Colenmn, Texas

Dear Sirt Opinion No.
el Const ltty of proe
vision 1' e DXl 99,
Ants of the LOth e o~

ure, ¢ranting to ral
color 6 Kiver Authotity
of otate ad valoren

3 20, 1939, y-u sudbmitted
to tals depasrt.ient & request \lor oplolon as tu the ¢ou=-
stitutionality of visioh inSenate 311! 99, Acts of
tae Léth Leglela cragting te thd Centrel Colorado divoer

2 : oren taxes of the Lise
claz:ietion purposes, Our oplzlon
sen held up, as you have pres-

wriet YTor flo
ia resject to
viously bdeen ad

s : the ouloane of Lthe oase of
darris Cg CeptroX’ District v, 3.reld €, Xsnn, in
Lae e 0f Texas.

b o senate 3ill 99, 4ots of the 46th
leglalature, rdaldp in part ad.follows!

®A ADT +)e o providing for the donution &nd
; f (hé ctete of Texus to the Llsiriob of

voction 2 of tiie so:e Act provides in gart cs follows!

"Segtion l7atl sor a pafjod of ‘el vears
or Jor suck ortlon of eych prr;od 88 =ay be
Tegulired, vut ot longer, ‘end commenolin, «ith
the irc Cal. Fner el 1nn1n€. ~8)..e. ar 1.' 1939'
there ias haredby dugeted angd branted by the

. o s, s mlEmY AREIAYTENT
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State of Texas to the Central Colorado River
Authority, fifty per ocent (50%) of all State
ad valoren taxes 00llected for general revenus
purposes upon the property and from persons in
the County of Coleman, including the rolling
stook belonglisng to railivad companies whioh
shall bte ascertained and apportioned as now
provided by law, The taxes heredy Jonated
shall be used by the said Central Colorafio
Alver Authority for the purpose of carrying
out the pOwers, dutlies and functions conferred
upon such authority by the Legislature of this
Stat..'

Seotion 6 of the Aot Teads in part as follows:

"The faol that the Conatitution of the
State of Texas required the development and
sonservation of the natural resources of ths
5tate, and that a publie calanlty sxists by
reason of overflows end destruction of property
by floods upon the Colorado River and its
tributaries, and that the ecanservation of
the flood waters of said river and its tribu-
taries will prevent such calamities; . . ."

Such questions of constitutiamality as occurred to
us in respeot to the velldity of this grant bave been disoussed
and dsoided by the Supreme Court of the State of Texas in the
cases of Jrazos River Conservetion & Reoclamation Distrios,
S1 S5, W, (23) 665, and Earris Couniy ¥lood Control Distriot
¥, Gerald C, iann, recently deoldnrd, ln sach of whioh cases
sinilar grants were sustalned by that ecourt, Ypon the au-
thority of thease deoisions, with respeot to the guestions
therein involved, wo ars iapelled to advise that the Act
is constitutional,

Yours very truly
ATTON.LY GENLAL OF TLXAS

Ny Rpactde

R.ﬁ. ?airchild
Assistant

APFROVEIOCT 25, 1940 : /\
%  APPROVED
W.z..-m Ry 7 PPROVE

CCMMITTER

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

py tS73
QHAIRNAN



