OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GunaLD C. MANN
ATTORUEY GEWERAL

Hon., C. ¥oodrow laughlin
County Attorney

Jim ¥Wells County

Alice, Toxas

Dear Bir?

Opinion Fo, 0-1878
Ret Dosas the ocounty ke
authority to $ay a dcput~ his
regulear salary during his ub-

sceipt of your letter
of January 883 1940, whe reqisst an opinion of

this department on the ¢

: : R 8 population of thirteen
thousand rour hun : . (15.4561 inhavwitants

ut’re £he services of deutioa,
derks in the performance of his
apyly to the County Commission-
Sof his county for suthority to appoint
: e, s8sistents or olerks, stating by
«%lon the number needed, the position
ed/and the smount to be paid. Said
gtior shal)l be accompanied by a statement
Mie probable rceoipts fram faes, cormise
ﬁgagi bs pollested ﬁr said
§ e yoar and the probadble
diabnrnamnnts whioh shlll inelude all aslaries
and expenses of said offios} add seid gourt shall
make its opder authorizing the sppointment of
sueh deputies, assistanta and clerks and fix
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the conpensaticon to de pald them within the
limitations herein presoribed and determine
the number to he aprointed ag in the discre-
tion of Bcid court may be proper: provided
thet in no ceee shall the Commissicners®
Ceurt or any pember thareof attempt to influ-
ence the aprointzent of sny perscn as oeputy,
assistant or elerk in any office. Upon.the
entry of such order the officers applying
for such sssistanta, deputies or clerks shall
be autheorized to appoint thex; provided that
said compensation shall not exceed the maxiw
oun emount hereinaftor mset ocut., The eompensa~
tion vhioch =ey be allowed to the deputies,
assistants or olerks ahove named for their
services shall be a resasonskle one, not to
excead the following exounts:

*l. In gounties having & population of
tweanty~rive thousend (25,000} or less inhabf-
tunts, first assistant oy ohiel deputy not to
exceed Lighteen Hundred {$1800.00) Dollars
per ennum; othor assistants, deputies or clerka
not to axaeed Fifteen Hundred ($1860.00) Dol- -
lers por annum ensch....”

_ The law {=poses unon each elective O6fricial of
the aounty ogertein dutiee connscted with his offioce whieh
he is oblicatpd to falithfully discharge and porfors. He
is responsible for certein aots of kis deputyi and in the
snttor of attonding to and performing the duties of his
office, the law holéa him responsible. ¥aay duties conneot-
ed with & publio office rust neosaserily be perforned by
olariocal workers, sssistents and deputiss, who conseguent-
ly perforz their duties esclely under the 4irection of the
principr) #n office. Xepeoclelly is8 this true whare their
duti=ss ere not rezulated by statute,

County clerk deputies are gonaldsred public offi~
cers, In & true sense they perform govermsontel funetions,
sharing the rasponsidllity of eoffice with their principel.

- In our opinioa Ho. (-1441, directed to Hon. Tom
Bsay, County Attorney, Amarille, Texss, written by Hon., ¥m,
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Yon. C. lcodrow lesusalin, Fege 3

J. B, ¥Ving, «asgsistant ittorney Cenersl, it was held thet
"the aamrisuicnerst crurt of & county doas not have the
agutherity to pas: an order providing that no vacations
with pay £hall be ellowad any employee of the county or
deputies or sasistants of county officers until and un—
less such perseons have bheen arployed for & pariocd of one
year. Suek ordsr, belng beéyond the scope of power and
suthority vested 1in the commissioners® cerurt, is ulere
vires and void,”

Under article 3902, supre, the compensation
which i ellcwed tc deputies, asairtante and elerks of
the variocus county officiala for their services is rized
on an annuel besis not to exceed the meximum thersin-
stated.

You are respectfully advised that it is the
opinicn of this department that the ocunty clerk has the
anthority to pay a deputy his ragular salary furing the

of such deputy from employment due to siockness
or véoation for « ressonable length of tinme.

Trusting thet the feregoing fully auewers your
inquiry, we remsin

Very tyuly yours
ATTCNEY GENFRAL OF TEXAS
By [::L4456153£kl:kgll;---

Ardell Williams
-heslatont
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