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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

Ganad C. MANN
ATTORNEY SENERAL

Honorable A. ¥, Frestwood E
County Auditor N
Saith County S T
Tyler, Texus e

—

Dear Sir: ¥r. B. T\zai/rs
G-1914

Commisaiun-rs!?
Snith County

opinion on the above
ed by this department.

y haas the authority
ént of bllle for atationery
npllies for the District Court
¢ Speclisl Judicial District
y and the Seaventh Judicial

nties. If 30, to what extent
vhat fund should payment be mede?"

Title 42, Chapter 13, Vernon's Annotated Civil

ftetutes, beginninag with Article 2331, «nd ending with
and inciuding Article 2327b, provides for thrhe exaninstion,
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aprointement, fees, salaries, exrenses and manner of
payment of o' ficlel ocourt reporters for distrigt and
orininel Adlstrict cnurts cf this State. These stututes
also provide that such coffliciel repcrter shall take
and audbseribe tc the officlial ocath, and in addition
thereato shall subscribe to an ocesth tz he sdministered
to him by the district clerk to the sffcct that ha

will well and truly, and in an iapartiel menner, keep

a correct record of all the evidence ¢offered in each
case Taported by him, together with the objections and
exceptions m=de by the parties to such suit, and the
rulings and rcmaris of the court passzing upon the ad-
minssibility orf ltestizony. SGaild statutes further set
out in detail the duties of such reporters, end rrovide
that when sither party to s civil case pending in the
eounty ccurt or a ccunty court at lew, anylies therefor,
the judge thereof shell appolnt s competent stenographer,
ate,

Article 2326a, Vernon's Annotated Civil
"tatutes, provides,lin addition to the compensation pro-~
vided by law for the serviges of official court report-
ers,. that zald official court reportere shall ds allowed
their actual "and necessary expenses while actuslly en~
gaged in the discharge of such duties not to exceed
four 4cllars per day for hotel dills, not 10 sxcesd
four ¢ehts a mile when treveling by reilroad or by
bus, not to exXceed ten csnts & mile when traveling
by privete conveyances, in going to and returnisg from
tte plsce rhere such duties are discharged, traveling
tre shortect practical route. This statuts further
sets out in detai)l the manner by which sueh sxpanses
shall be paid and from what funds, upon the swora
statement of the reporter, approved by the Judge.

None of the above msnt ionad statutes provide
for the sxpenses for stationery and office suvplies
for such reporters,

In numercus ceses which we do not deem nec-
essary t0 cits, the courts hsve held that the comzle-
sicners’ courts are courts of 1i:ited Jjurisdiction, angd
thst their suthority extenda only to matters rertain-
ing to the rensereal welfare af tihelr respectire counties,



[}

Honoreble A, . restwood, page 3

and that their powers are only trose exnrasgsly or iaqa-
pliedly confarred uvon them by low; thot is, by the
Constitut icn end ststutes of the Stats.

After a careful search c? the st:tutes snd
other cutheritirs, ve find no gtatute or cther autherity
that asutnorizes tne commissionesrs'crurt to ray for sta-
tion-ry »and office surplies for distriet ccurt reporters.
Therefore, your gurstion is answered in the negative.

Trustine that the foregoi-g fully answers your
inquiry, ve reain,

Yeurs very truly

ATTCEREY QEXERRLL 0T TEYA

1rdell v4lliams
saslutant
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