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Deczr Sir: opinion ¥o. 0-201%

Res Is 1% a violaticn\of \the Stoeck

law {Article W70, Vérnon\s innotat-
od Criminal Sta
Texas) t0 stake out 1
pudblic ppo gy or upon

the State ¢f Toxss and

2ly verrlt any horses,

cealtle to run at lurge
Ztate whers the provi-
State have been adonted
enirels fro" runaing at

?~ﬁéﬁor°vtgis.particdlar.zuﬁuqucpy 8¢t

; any corxunity it rust heve bsen rrorerly
X 248ed by a zajcrity of tiie citizens of such
ccrmunit)

The inrortant polnt for analysis in this opinien
18 the exzet ¢ofinition of the Lhruse "running at lerpge®.
A3 8 gensral rule words will be given their usuel and ordin-
&ry meeninie. "Hunain-~ at lerce™ has beoen defined as "etroll-
ing ‘ithout rest"’ih, or confiner nnt,“ or “hunderlng, rovinz
Or rectling at will unrestralned.® Ose 22 Tex. Jur. 389,



Y
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In ) R,C.l., psge 1149, the following statexsal
in rezard to derree ct care nece“sa‘; under such Stoek Sta-
tute is stoted es follows:

: "7be charze or care suflficient to take &
case without a prohidbitory statute does not
always ioply direot physical power to ccntrol
the action of the &ninmel.”

It 18 oapparent then that eny method of control or
reastraint tkat would prohibvit the animal from wandering,
4trolling, or roving wculd be sufficlent. %Ye belleve that
the intention of the iegislature in enactinsg this statute,
wes 10 protest the pudblic a2t large from denege dons by live-
stock not under control of ite cyner. Thls act wes passed
in sn effort to protect the unfenced property of the private
eitizen. A cow staked in a vecant lot weculd at least be
under the physical control of the chaln or rope to whieh it
vas tled. 4in aniral properly staked could nect stroll or
wender ainlessly egbout and do dormace to unfenced property.
Thus epplying tke ordinzry meanins given to the phrase

"runnin~ &t large” and following tne apparcnt intention of
:?e lecislature, we rust answer your qussiion 1n the nega~
ve, .

?brj truly yours
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