B}

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

AUSTIN

GaraLD C. Mann _
ATTORNRY SENERAL S B RS T e g,
H B 2,0 N 3
ST L 4.
q PE"; u.!a- u _[‘,! i ag:__\f _\'%;’o ;
. . - . Do ’
3
DO PR T o g e

Honorable Toa A. Craven W
County Auditor :
};0Lennan County

viaco, Texas

Dear Sir:

Opinion Xo.
Re: Authori

W{3}. Can !elennan County, out ¢f itz funds,
pay lis proportionate rart of the cost of rentals
for facilities in which to house the rood Ztamp
Fluan oifficas?™

Referring to "The Pcod Stazp Tlan™ we quots Lrom
your letter as followa;:
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ninew way of distributing surplus foods 1s
being tried out. Instezd of giving surplus con-
rodities to States, counties, and cities which in
the past have distributed them to peodople recsiving
Jublie aid,. the Faderal Governzant will give food
order stamps to these people directly. The stanps,
which will be c¢olored blue, can bs taken to grocery
stores where they can be used to cobtain surplus
foods as addlitions to the present family food sup-
plies.

“Everyone currently receiving surplus ooLim
modities will now be elizgible to particlpate inm
the surplus commodity food stamp plan. In addi-
tion, people working on ¥PA jJobs, and 211 other
pexrsons ‘recelving or eceriified for any form of
public aid, can get the stamps 1f they want then,

“The food stamp plan 13 being carried out by
the Department of Agriculture in cooperation with
city, county, and State welfare agencies and the
grocers, The idza is to make use of some of the
farm rroducts of which there has been a surplus
because people did not have the money to buy theu..
Y¥any families have been golng without enouzh of
the foodstihat are needad to keep children and
grown-up people healthy, at ths very same time
that farcmers had more ¢f these foods than house=
wives could buy.

*The main idea of ths food stamp plan 1s the
same 838 the 1ld=a of the coxmodity distribution
that people ars fazlliar with -- to use part of
the farz surplus to glve city families & chance
to have bstter baslanced dists. Howsver, the
stacp pleén is different from the old ﬁistribution
plan. as it.oporated.

vIf this plan 1is adopted In Yolennan County, in
the future, there will not bo any surplus couomodity
¢opots. The Denarizsnt of ‘v*;culture %111l naze the
surplus food profuctis. ayle using the stamps can
g0 rizht to the grocery stores that arz cooyerating
in the prozrac and use the surrlus food order stamps
to get any of thzsse szurplus cormodities that they
want. reorple using the staops will have a widar va-
rioty of surplus cozndodities to choose from than they
had at the diatributlon depot.
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"Twe nathods of distributing the surplusg
food order stamps will bs used. Cne zroup, in-
cluding thoss who ares at work on ¥4 projects
and those who are recelving, or certifi=d as eli-
givle to resceive, public assistanceg, aid to the
derpendent children, and aid to the blind, will be
elizibie to get the free blue surplus staaps ir

- they duy orange colored food order stamps, with

- part of their WPA or assaistance payments, These
orange colored stamps, which will be gocd for the
purchase of any food usually s0ld in a grocery -
store, are to be bought at the rate of approxi-
mately 31 & week per person for each membar of
the family.

#For each two weeks pay period tharafora,
the eligible person would have to purchase orange
- colored stamps at the rate of 32 per memder of’
his family. Their use is to insurs that rezular
food purchases ars kept _ut, so that food secured
with the blue surplus stamps will be in addition
to and not in place of these regular purchases,:
One blue surplus stamp will be given frse with
each two orange stamps tought, Each stamp, whether
blug . or orange, willl be good for 25 cents wortih of
food., For each $1 worth of orange stssps bought,
the family will reocive T0 cents wérth.of fres blus
stamps. For exapple, & fa¢11y yhEidh buys I8 worth
of orange stamps will get 4 worth of blue surplus
stanps with oul extra cost, -

Section 1 of Article 43736~2 Vaxnon's Annotated
Civil statutes, reads:

: *The County Cozmissioners Courts and the
City Coxmission of any incorporabed town or city
of this State are hereby authorized to 1ssase,
rent, or provide Qffice spaec Loy the purgose of
'aiu;ﬁh and cooperating with the arnencias of the

tats and Federal Coverntents en*aged in the ad-
ministration of relief to the unamployed or nesady
pzople of the Ztate of Texas, and to w»ay the rag-
ular zorthly utility bills for such offices, such
asg 1ights, gas, and water; aad whsn in the opir-
lon of a 2ajority of = Cormissioners Court of a
county such office spaca is essentlal to the prop-
er adzinistration of such azsncisy of eithar the
State or TFederal Cover qmants, said Court 1z hereby
speciflically authorized to piy for sauwe and for
the rzgular monthly utility bills for such offlces
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out of the County*s Cenoral Fund by warrants as
in the payzent of such other obligations of the
county.”

we cuote from Texas Jurisprudencs, Volume 11, pp.
564 and 565, as follows: )

wCommissioners' eourtis are courts of limit-

ed jurisdiction, in that their authar ity extends
only to matters pertaining to the general welfare
of their respective counties and that their powers
are only thoss expressly or 1luplicdly conferred
upon them by law, -~ that 1s, by the constitution
and statutes of the state." <es the casss of Sun
Yapor Flectriec Light Co, v. £eenan, 30 5. W. 868;

Eill County v. Haailton, 273 3. V. 292; veward Ve
Falls County, 246 S. W. 728. :

we quote from the case of GCormissionors® Court
v. ¥allace, 15 S, W, (ad) 535, as follows:

*The Cormissioners Court is a creature of the
" State Constitutlion and its powers are limited and
contirolled by the Comstitution and the laws ag
passed by the Lsgislature."

. 7i¢ &Te unable to £ind any authority that-expressly
or impliedly authorizes the Commissioners' Couxrt to ¢o any
thing mentioned in your first two cuestions. Therefors your
questlons 1 and 2 are respeetfully answareﬁ in the negativs.

Article 2372e-2, supra, specifically authorizes
the county commissionzrs' court to lease, rent, or provide
office srace for the purpose of aid and cooperating with
the sgencles of the 3tato and Federal Governmants engazed
in the eduinistration of relief to the uneumployed or nesdy

@g@gl =9f:50d9 State apdito rarsiia - resulag-monthly utility ..

bills £or such offices, such ds 1izhts, zas, and vater; when
An ths oplaion of a msjority of tiae cocmlissioners of soid
court of the county such office spaceo is essentlal to the
progar admlinistration of such.a:encies of elthzr the Stata
or rFedaral Governzents. A3 ve unferstapd the faets stated
1n your inquiry "The Food Staxp Flan® is operated under the

upervision of the Federasl Government. Therefore your third
question is ansne“ei in the affirnative, :
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Trusting that ths foregoing fully answers your

inguirles, we ramain :
' 3

Yours very truly

ATTORITY GINZEAL OF TEXAS

[Nl
Ardell ¥williams
Agaistant

BY .

AW LA

APEESVECMAR 12, 1940

~ ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS




