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to the comnisSioners' court certain povers and duties with re-
spect to the county hospital.

Articlo 479, Vernon's Annotated Texas Civil Statutes,
as amended, provides for the appointment of & Board of Managers
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of the county hospital to be appointed by the commissioners’
OOUZ‘t . ’

Articles 2180, Vernon's Annotated Texas Civil Sta-

i tutes, defining the powers of the Board of Managera, reads as
e follova;,

" "The board of managers shall elect from among
i - its members a president, and one or more vice-
i : presidents and & secretary and a treasurer. It
: ‘ shall appoint a superintendent of the hospital vho
I ’ | shall hold office at the pleasure of said board.
g S3aid superintendent shall not be a member of the
board, and shall be a qualified practitioner of

E medicine, or be specially trained for wvork of such
t f charsoter,

S w

) Ak il

e - "The board shall also appoint a staff of visit-
. ing Egzsiciuna vho shall serve vithout pay Irom the
. coun and vho sha 8it and treat hospltal pa-
3 ents at the request either of the managers or of
; the superintendont.

: "Said board shall fix the salaries of the
sumrimmrmnr%%wmnwﬁmrs%%re oyess

v 8 (€] FProp on 6 Lheralo
¥ theé 810ners ocoure, uc 0
) 7} ] eniderod.,
The board shball determine the amount of time required
to be spent at the hospital by said superintendent
: in the discharge of his duties. The board shall
- have the general management and control of the said
hospital, grounds, builldings, officers and employees
thereof; of the inmates therein, and of all matters
relating to the governmont, discipline, contrects
and fiscal concerns thersof; and make such rules
and regulations as may seem to them necessary for
uB carrying cut the purposes of such hospital, They
ty shall maintain an effective inspection of said hospl-
a® tal and keep themselves informed of the affairs and
~a . _ management thersof; shall meet at the hospital at
¢ ' least once in every month, and at such other times
as may be prescribed in the by-laws; and shall hold
3 - an annusl meoting at least three weeks prior to the
“ meeting of the commissioners court at vhich appro-
priations for the ensuing year are to be considered.
(Underscoring ours)
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Artiocle 3481, Vernon's Anrotated Texas Civil 3ta-
tutes, reads as follovs;

i "The board of managers may also establian and

- operate an outpatisnt department or free dispensary
and clinic at the hospital or in the city nearest

to vhich the hospital is located, with brench dis-
pensaries or clinics in every city or tovn in the
county of five thousand population and over., The
shall appoint a physician or physiclans, who sha
ssyve At such disponsaries or clinics, and shall
determine the amount of time required to be spent

at such dispensaries or clinics by sush physiclans,
and shall fix the salarles, if{ an of such physlcians,
Jald board shall also appoint one or more trEInaH '
visiting nurses to serve iln connection with each such
dispensary or olinic, and in connootion with the
hospital, and shall fix their salaries vithin the
limits of the appropriation made therefor By the
commissioners court."” (Underscoring ours)

Wy

Article 12485, Vernon's ’‘nnotated Toxas Civil Statutes,
as follows:

"The superintendant shall be the chief executive
officor of tho hospital, but shall at all times be
subject to the by-lavs, rules and regulations there-
of, and to the powaers of the board ¢l managers,

"He shall, with the consent of the board of
papggera, aquip the hoapital vith all nsceasary
furniture, appliances, fixtures and all other need-
ed fooilities for the care and troatmant of patients,

« and for the use of officers and °mE {ges thoieor.
»

1 ox-~
eocaiﬁél%ni“iﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ ;%ov?8e3° or suah purposes by the

comuissioners ocourt.

"He shall have general supervision snd control
of the records, sccounts and buildings of the hoaspi-
tal, and all internal sffairs, and maintsin 4iscipline
therein, and enforce compliance with and obediencs to
all rules, by-lavys and regulstions adopted by the
board of managers for the government, discipline and
manfgement of said hospital and the employees and in-
mates thereof. He sball make such further rules,
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regulations and orders as he my deem nscessary, not
inoconsistent vith lav or with the rules, regulations
and directions of the board of managers. He shsll,
vith the consent of the doard of managers, appoint
such resident officers and such employees as he may
think proper and necessary for the efffcient perfor-
mance of the businsss of the hospital, and prescribe
their duties; and for cause stated in writing, he
may discharge any such officer or employes at his
discretion, after giving such officer or employee an
opportunity to be heard.

"He shall cause proper accounts and records of
the business and operations of the hospital to be
kept regulsarly from day to day in books and on re-
cords provided for that purpose; and shall see that
suth accounts and records are correctly made up for
the annual report as required by this lav, and pre-
sent the same to the doard of manegers vho shall in-

sorporate them in their report to the commissioners
court,

"He sball receive into the hospital, under the
general direction of the doard of managsrs, in order
of application, or according to the urgency of need
.of treatment, any person found to be suffering from
any illness, disease or injury, wvho has been an actual
resident and inhabitant of the county for a period of
at least one gear prior to his application for admis-
sion to said hospitil. Hegshall also receive into the
hospital, patients sent by the commistioners court of
any adjscent ocounty, vhieh has contracted vith the
board for the care and treatment of i{ts sick and d4i-

3 seased and injured persons, resident in such sounties
e * for a period of at least one year., Such patients shall
i ' not be received and ared for unless there is suffi-

‘ oient provision for the care of the siock, diseased and
injured of the county in vhich the hospital is siltuated,
Said supsrintendent shall cause to be kept proper ac-
counts and records of the admission of all patients,
their names, age, sex, oolor, marital ocondition, resl-
dence, occupation and place of pasat employment,

K
+ A

"He shall cause & careful examination to be made
of the physical condition of all persons admitted to

Tk, »
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the hoaplital and provide for the treatment of each
4 o such patient eccording to his noced; and shall cause
: . a record to Lo kept of the condition of sach pationt
vhen admitted and from time to time thoreaflter.

"He shall temporarily or permsnently dischargoe
from said hospital any pationt vho shall vilfully or
babitually violate the rules thereof; or vho 4is found
not to be ulck, diseased or injured; or wvho 13 found
to have recovered therefrom; or who for any other
reason is no longer & suitable patient [or treatmont
thorein; and shall make a full report theroofiat tho
noxt meoting of the board, and the said board shall
malke guch final disposition of the cazae as they may
think proper. From the decislion of the board of mana-
gors there ahall be no appsal.

"Ho shall collect and receive all monoys due the
hespital, koep an accurates account of the same, report
the same at the monthly moeting of the btoard of mana-
gors, and transmit the samo to the county collector
within ten days after such meoting,.

"He shall before entering upon the discharge of
hie duties, give a bond 1in such sum as the board of
managers may deternine, to secure the faithful per-
formance of the duties of his office.”

Article 4486, Vernon!s Annotated Texas Civil Statutes,
reads as follova:
r
"An{ residont of tho county in which the hocpital
i3 sltuated, desiring treatmont in such hospitel, may
apply in porscen to the superintendsnt or to any reputa-
ble physician for examination, and such phyaician, 1if
he .findas that such perscn 1s sulfering from any illness,
disease oy injury may arply to the superintendent of
S the hospital for his admission. Blank forms for such
TEIA application shall be provided by tho hespital and shall
L be forwarded Dy tho superinondent theroof free to any
P roputable physician in the county upon requestt. 8o far
N as praocticable, applications for admission to the hospi-
';; tal shall be made upon such forma, The superintondent
b upon recelipt of such application, 1f it appseears therefrom
R that the patient is suffering from illness, diseaze or
i injury, and 1f there be a vacancy in said hospital, shall
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_ notify the person namsd in such application to
. appear 1in persaon at the hospital. If, upon peraonal
R examination of such patient, or of any patient apply-
ing in person for admission, the superintendent is
satisfied that such person is suffering from any 111-
" ness, disease or injury, he shall admit him to the
' hospital as a patient. All such applications shall
% state vhether, in the Judgment of the physician, the
e person is able to pay in whole or in part for his
S T care and treatment while at the hospital. Every
A spplication shall be filed and recorded in a bhook
i ; kept for that purpose in the order of its receipt.
No discrimination shall be made in the accommodationg. -
', care or treatment of any patisnt because of the fact
; that the patient or his relatives contribute to the
‘! cost of his maintenance, in vhole or in part. Ko
E vatient shall be permitted to pay for his maintenanoe
: , in such hoapital a greater sum than the average per
- capita cost of maintenance therein, inoluding a rea-
sonable allovance for the interest on the cost of the
hospital. No officer or employse of such hospital
shall accept from any patient thereof, any fee, pay-
mont or gratuity whatsoever for his services."

Article 3487, Vernon's Annotated Texas Civil Statutes,
reads as follows:

: "Whanever a patient has been admitted to said

: hospital from the county in vhich the hospital ia
situated, the superintendent shall cause inguiry to

be made &8 to his circumstances, and of the relatives
of such patient legally liable for his support. If

he finds that such patient or saild relatives arse lia-
ble to pay for his care and treatment in vhole or in
part, an order shall be made directing such patient,
“or said relatives to pay to the treasurer of such
hospital for the support cf such patient a spscified
sum per veek, in proportion to their financial ability,
but such sum shall not exceed the actual per capita
cost of maintenances., The superintendent shall have

; pover and authority to collect such sum from the estate
of the patient, or his relatives legally liable for his
support, in the manner provided by lav for the collection
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of expenses of the last illness of aidecoaaod per-
son., If the superintendent finds that auch patient,
or sdid relatives are not able to pay, either in
vhole or in part, for his care and treatment in such
hoapital, the same shall become a charge upon the
county. Should thers be a dispute as to the ability
to pay, or doubt in the mind of the superintendent,
the county court shall hear and determine same, after
calling witnesses, and shall make such order as may
be proper, from vhich there shall be no appeal.”

It 1s oléarly apparent that the lav contemplates that

~ county hospitals vill be self-supporting in part and vwill also

- be supported by the county.

Patients vho are able will pay for

= their maintenance in the county hospital but no patient will be

';j board shall also appoint a staff of vMting ph
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*

pormitted to pay a greater sum than the average per capita cost

_of maintenance therein, including & reasonable allowance for

or gratuities from patients for their services.

the interest on the cost of the hospital., Officers and egplovers
of county hospitals are prohibited from accepting fees, payments

No discorimina-
tion is to be made betwesn paying petients and non-paying patients.
(Article 3487, supra) .

The salaries of the superintendent~ and all other offi-
cers and employees of the county hospital are fixed by the board
and must be vithin the limit of the appropriation made therefor
by the commissioners' court, Such salaries shall be compensation
in full for all services rendered. (Article 3480, supra). The

Isieians vho shall

serve without pay from the county. (Artiole 4480, supra).

In viev of the foregoing authorities, you are reaspect-

7+ fully advised that i1t 1s the opinion of this department that your
.~ question should be ansvered in the negative and it is so ansvered.

Very truly yours

APPROVE! JUN 15, 1940 | ATTORNEY GERERAL OF IEXAS

OFINION
e COMMITTEE
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Wm. J. Panning
Assistant
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