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Honorable J. N. Allen
County Auditor A
Hunt County A
Greenville, Texas \ \
\
- k \
Dear 8ir: Opinion No. 24§?\\‘X \\
Re: Cormissioné ourts “e
Oonations, ™
Your request for opinton has been receive d
carefully considered by this dépa We quote from your

request as followsi

ompanies locat-
These Yoys are called
each summey,
s State of Texas,

"The National Gua
ed in Greenville, Texas,
out by the State for six wesk:
the expense of which 1q\paid :

charge of these boys have
court of Hunt County

1\expense on the train.-
ing to them $600.00

N -

the commisgigriers’ court of Hunt County
1ly $600.00 to the personal expense
: pay same out of the general fund

) , Toxast"
~. \ | Y _
\gg'nx, le to find any constitutional or statutory
{ authorit r the &xpenditure or donation of county funds by
the ¢ ssioners? odurt for the purposes above described.

The courts of Texas have repeatedly held that county
conmmissioners! courts may exercise only such authority as is
conferred by the Constitution and Statutes of this State.
There are abundant authorities to this effect. We cite the
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rollowing:

Article 5, 8Section 18, Texas Constitution;
Article 2351, Revised Civil Statutes of Texas;
Texas Jurisprudence, Vol. 11, pages 563-566;
Bland vs, Orr. 39 3W 558}

Nunn-Warren Publishing Company vs. Hutohison County,
45 SW 24 651;

Hogg vs, Campbell, 48 SW 24 515;

landman vas. State, 97 SW 24 264;

El Paso County vs. Elam, 106 8W 24 393;
Howard vs, Henderscn County, 116 8W 24 2791;
Dobson vs., Marshall, 118 8W 24 621

Mills County vs, lLaxpasss County, io sW 404,

This department has repeatedly ruled to the same

effect. For example, opinion No. 0-591 of this department
held that the commissioners® court of Galveston County, Texas
was without authority to expend county funds for the employ-

. ment of life guards for (Jalveston Beach; opinion No. 0-1085
of this Department held that the commissioners' oourt of Maricn
County, Texas was without suthority to gay the salary of a game
warden; and opinion No. 0-1299 of this department held that the
commissioners' court of Bexlir County, Texas, was without author-
ity to expend sounty funds ‘for fire protection from the City of
8an Antonio and in the county.

Conference opinion No. 0-2662 of this Department,
dated Pebruary 4, 1927, Book 62, p. 46, 19526-1528 Attorney
General's Report, p. 390 et seq., written by Honorable D. A.
Simmons, Firat Assistant Attorney General,; held that the com-
missioners' ocourt had no suthority to appropriate pudblic funds
to charitable organizations managed and controlled by private
individusls and that Constitution of 1876, Art. 3, Sectionsho,
Section 6 referred to, prohibit the appropriation of public funds
to charities operatsd by private individusls.

Opinion No. 0-1001 of this department holds that the
commissioners'! court did not have the authority to donate
county funds to the ffuberculosis Association, to the American
National Red Cross or to other charitable or other organizations
making requests for suach donations.
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. In view of the foregoing authorities, you are re-
gpoctrully advised that it is the opinion of this department
your question should be answered in the negative, and it is
so answered.

Yours very truly
ATTORMEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

Assistant
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CHAIRMAN



