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us that when & pe
before sult is f£¥led ouR tex 00 lector makes no charge
for issuing s e certificate of exemption,
end reguest oyr o :sponse” to the following
question:

+, under such cir-
for such certificate of
it has been filed and the
4 at a tax salet™

¥331, Revised Civil Statutes, reads in

wtes and recelpts, reporting and coredit-
ing redeiptions, posting Comotrollerxts redeup~
- tion numters on the delinguent tax record or anw-
nual delinguent list, nailing cortifiocates of re-
demption 1o ta1payers aftey aprroval by the Comp-
troller, and for issuing receipts or certificates
of redemption for property shovin on the annual
delinguent list, the tax collector shall be en-
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. titled to a fee of one doller ($1.00) for each
correot assesszent of land to be sold, seld fee
.to be taxed aos costs czeinst the delinquent.:;
.Correct essescsment as berein used means the in-

. ventory of all properties owned by an individual
foxr any one year, Provided, that in no case shall
.the State or county be Iiable Tor sald fee.”

"Xt will be noticed that the 21.00 fee is Sntended
to be a comnensation for the several serviocs nentioned in
the first sentence of tho statute. It is not merely a fee
for issuirg a redemption oertificate. -

For instance, there is ircluded the service of
*issulng reoceints or certificates of redenptiorn for nropert
ghown on tre annual delinguent list.” Artield 7339, ilevisea
CIvil Statutes, provides ivhat "any celinquent tatoayer whose
lands have been returned delinguent or reported sold to the
Stete for taxes due thereon, or any one having en interest
thereln, may redeem the same at any tinme before his lends ave
8018 under the provislions of this chapter, by pvaying the taxes
due thercon since Jaauary 1, 1885, with Interest a{ the rate

of six percent per amnum and all costs end the penalty of ten
percent.”

It is quite aprarent that the term "beforxe his lands
are sold" is used in Artlcle 73392 without reference to the '
question of whether sult has been filed. There is no require-
rent in Article 7331, or elasewhere, that the filing of gult
should be pre-requisite to the maturlty of the fee in ques-
tion. In view of this, and of the further fact that many
of the services for vhich the fee is to furnish oompensation
are not dependeant upon the f£iline of suit, we are of the opin-
jon that the use of the words "to be 014" in the elause “the
tax collecior shall be entitled to & fee of ¥1,00 for each
correct ascessnent of land to be s0ld" was not intended to
mean that the fee should be due only in those cases where sult
has been filed. Ve acoordingly answer your question in the
affirmative. ‘

This construotion is in accoxd with that placed on
the statute by the Comptroller's 0fflce and the opinion of
former Asslistant Attornoy General Homer C. Demolfe, dated
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Novenber 6 1635, recorded in Vol. 341, page 219, Attor-
ney General' 8 Letter Opinion Reports,
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