ATTORNEY GENERAL
OF TEXAS

AUsTIN 11, TEXAS

Dr. George W, Cox
State Health Officer
Austin, Texas

Dear S8ir: Opiniom Noe Ow2661 :
- Re? legality of ocoumties in San
Jeointo Water Distriot using remitted
momey for public hemlth purposes, as
defraying part of expense of a counmty
health wmit.

Your request for am opimiam of this Department om the above stated
gquestiom has beenrmceived. We quote from your letter as follows:.

"Ploase give me a rulimg on the followimgs Accordimg to House Bill
1079 of the Regular Session of the forty-sixth Legislature, page 984, Sectiom 1
provides that tax money remitted to the San Jacinto Water Shed Dutr:.ct be ex=
pended to for the comfort, health and general welfare of the oitirzens of ssid
districts. Would it be legal for the coumties im this distriet to use a part of
this momey for public health purposes, such as dofraying the partial sxpense of
s County Health Uni'b?"

House Bill No, 1079, Acts 46th Legisla ture, reads im part as follows:

"Seotiom le The purpose of this Act is to further oarry out the command to the
Legislature conmtained in Article 16, Section 59a of the Constitutiom of the
State of Texms to pass such laws as may be appropriate to the conservation and
development of all the nstural resources of this State, including the control,
storing, preserveation, aad distributiom of its storm smd flood waters, the
waters of its rivers and stresms, for irrigatiom, power, amd all other useful
purposes, the reclamation and irrigatiom of its arid, semiarid, amd other lands
needimg draimage, the comservation snd development of its forosts, water, and
hydroelectric power, the preservetionm amd conservatiom of all such matural re-
sources in said Distriect by aldimg said Distriot im oxrryimg out the powers,
duties, smd functions conferred upom such District undeér amd by virtue of +the
Aot oreating the Sem Jacinto River Conservatiom amd Reclamatiom District, and
in the promotion of the comfort, health, and gemersl welfare of the oitizenms
of such District. The grants and aids hereinsbove set out are made and suth-
orized by t his Acte

"Sece 2o For a period of tem (10) yesars or for such portion of such period
&5 may be required, but moc longer, amd commemcimg with the fiscal year begin-
ning September 1, 1939, there is hercby domated amd granted by the State of
Texas to the San Jacimto River Conservatiom smd Reclamatiom Distriot ity
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(50) per cenmt of all State ad valorem taxes collected for General Revemue
purposes upon the property and fram persoms im the Coumties of Montgomery,
Walker, San Jacinto, and a1l that part of Liberty Coumty embraced im the Saa
Jacinto Watershed, said counties ocomprising im whole or im part the respect=

ive Distrioct hereina bove set out, amd shall include the rollimg stock belomg-
ing to railroad companies which shall be ascertained amd apportiomed as now
provided by law, The taxes hersby donated shall be used by the respective
District for the purpose of oarrying out the powers, duties, and functioms con-
ferred upon such District by the Legislature of the State of Texas, provided,
howeee>, that the taxes hereim donated and granted im the Counties of Walker.snd
San Jacinto shall not apply, mor be allocated or domated im this Act, umbtil
the provisioms of Semate Bill Nos 89, passed at the Regular Sessiom of the Forty-
sixth Legislature, hecome inoperative; howsver, im that evemt, taxes acoruimg

in the counties hersinabove nsmed shall apply amd be domated as is provided here-
im for the other couwties embraced in this Act, amd provided further that all
that part of Liberty County embraced iz the Sam Jacimto Watershed shall be
embraced in this Act, amd all taxes imurimg from that portion of such Coumty
shall be allocated and domated to the Sam Jacinto River Comservatiom amd Recla=
matiom Distriot &s hereinabove providede .« o o

The Saen Jacimto Comservatiom and Reclamatiom Distriot was created by
virtue amd under Chapter 8, Title 128, Vermom's Annotated Civil Statutes. It is
to be noted thet under the above mentiomed act of the Legislature (He. Bs No. 1079,
Acts of the 46th legislature) that fifty per ceat of all State ad valorem texes
collected for gemeral purposes unam the propsrty amd from persoms im the coumties
named in s &id Aot are specifioally domated aad granted by the State to the Saa
Jacinto River Comservation and Reclamatiom Distrioct, ardt hat such taxes that are
donated by said Act shall be used by the District for the purpose of oarrying ous
the powers, duties smd fumotions oonferred upom the Districk by the Legislature
of the States The above memtioned grant 18 not made ‘to smy coumty or counties
nsmed in the wct, but as above stated, is specifically granted to the Ssm Jaciamto
River Comservation amd Reclamatiom District.

In view of the foregoing statute, you are respectfully advised that it
is the opimiom of this department that nc county asmed im House Bill No. 1079
Aots of the Forty~sixth Legislature, supra, is authorized or has axy suthority
whatsosver to use any portiom of the taxes remitted by the State to the Sam Jacin-
to River Comservation and Reclamation Distriot for the purpese of defraying the
partial expemass of a county health unit or for amy other purpose,

APPROVED SEP 13, 1940 Yours very truly

/s/ Gerald C. Man
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