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pear Sir: Opinion No. 0-2868 . \

gtion of
suthorize

Re: authority of Liw
rayments Board to
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of august £2, 1940, in whioh you advise that :
the Limitation of payments Roard gaw
mission zuthority to expend s
of & number of automobiles; :
against this grant for the pay
presented to you for paymed
opinions Nos., 0~1294, 0~132
has held thst the . A
onal traveling expenses.
» Comptrollerts De-~
of & specific appro-
o 884 plus maintenance
fems and properly chargesble

You also advise thg
partment has held thst,
priation the pprobate o

ghoe 0f a specifie app'opriation for the purchase of
Mnst a traveling expense appropriationt

general rider appended to Senate Bill 487,
Aets of thed6i4l Legislature, parsgraph (1), under the
heading "Traveling Expenses”, reads as follows:

"No monies herein appropriated shall be
spent for the purohase of a passenger car in
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excess of {$750.00, including the trade-in value
of a used car, and this limited price shall
sover a oar equipped with bumpers and extra rim
or - wheel but not an extre ¢asing and tube."

It is clear that the Legislature thue regarded

the purchase of an automobile as an item of "Traveling

enses®, Your rirst question 18 therefore answered in
the affirmative. 1In the absence of such a provision in
the general rider, the guestion would be more 4ifficult,
but even in that event, it is not olear that the purchase
of an automobile should not be regarded as an item of
npraveling Erxpenses", and we would therefore be inclined
to adopt the eonstruction placed by your department upon
the term "Traveling Expenses" as used in the Departmental
Appropriation Bllls over z long period of years,

Sinoe the purchase of autamobliles is an expend-
iture for "Traveling Expenses", under the Departmental
Appropriation Bill and the construction given the term
rrraveling Expenses" by your depariment over a number of
years, it 1s apfarent that the limitation of rayments
Board, in granting the Rallroad Commission authority to
expend surplus funds for the purchase of automoblles,has
supplemented the item appropriated tc the Rallroead cam-
mission for traveling expenses, and made available to the
Railroad Commission a larger sum of money than was speocl-
fically provided for that purpose by the legislature,
Since, as we have held in the opinjons cited ebove, the
Iimitation of Payments Board has no authority to grant per-
mission to expend surplus funds for traveling expenses, it
follows that the grant of the limitation of payments Baard,
insofar as it conferred authority upon the Rallroad Comw-
mission to expend surplus funds for the purchase of auto-
mobiles, 18 an excess of the authority oonferred by the
legislature upon the lLimitation of Fayments Board, and is
therefore invaliad.
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