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.. OFFICE OF THE A’I'I'ORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
‘ AUSTIN

ponorable Geo. F. Sheppard

comptroller of Public Accounts
Austin, Texes
pear Sir:
' | Opinion No. 04é;;;;

Ret Whethexr fees” colleote by

the State Peqistrar\p ital -
Statistlios should be\xransferred

the Ceneral NevenusvFund to
app

Diwlsitn,

Your letter us of \Septqtber 9th reads as follows:

"I reapectrullf/:xq:>\gou to ursopinion Mo, 0-1394
dated Septepber A4,\19009, to } «/#+ A. Davis, State
Registrar, conﬁernin$ the\gtatus of the special Vital
§ gtatistics \Yund es reldfed“to the sppropriations in
[ Senate Bill %g7,N.¢ts of) thd Torty-sixth Legislature,
| vo Vital gtatistics Di¥ision of the State Kemlth
Dep tment. This odirion denies the Health Department

of the vital statistics fees deposited in the
al\fund, end impliés that those fess be applied to
offset thqgg?ﬁp of the Vital Statistics Division whieh

aid frow the Geners) Revenue appropriations.

legtions of vital statisticas fees i1 the last

T ware less than the expenditures from the
genorad, eppropriztions. will you kindly give me your
opinion to whether or not these fees should bs transe
ferred to the Conersl Revenue Fund to apply agazinst the
costs of the Vital gt&tistics Division?®

You state that our Opinion ko. 0-1384 "deniaes the
‘Fealth pepartrent the use of the vitel statistics fees deposited
lu the spseisl fund. Feriieps a more sccurate stetement of that
#Tt of our holding in COpinion No. 0-1394 would be that the
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vital stetistiocs fees collscted are to be deposited in the
special. vital statistice fund and epplied to the payment

of sslaries preovided for in the eppropriation to the Bureaw
of Vital Statistics. 1Insofar as these fees are Ilnsufficient
to pey a2ll the salaries of the bureau suthorized by the

eppropriation bill, payment thereof 1s to be supplemented
from the CGencral nevenue Fund.

We understand from your letter that no withdrawals
whatever were rade during the last fiscal year from the Vital
3tatistices Fund, but thzt all expenditures of the Vital
Statistics Bureau were paid out of the Genersl Revenue Fund,

In order to rectify this situstion, it is our
opinion that you should as you sugsest, transfer the monies
deposited 1n the Vital Statiastics “Fund to the General Revenue
Fund to apply againet tha expenditures of tha Bureau of Vital

~gtatistics. That such is the Intantion of the Legislature is

to be fourd in the followlsg provision of Seetion 2, House

Bill 613, Acts 1¢€38, {(which appears as Rule 54a of Article 4477,
vernont's Clvil Statutes):

", « « 811 such feess skall bes kept by the State
Treasurer in a special and separate fund, to be known as
the 'Vital Statistlics Fund', and the smounts so deposited
in trnis fund may ve used for defraylng eoxpenses incurred
in ths enforcement and operation of this Aet.*

Yours very truly

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TIXAS

v VIR el
valter och

Agssistant
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