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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

' i
Hon. J. A. Eill i «;"}
President, The West Texas ﬁJﬂf A

gtate Teachsra College ] ¢
Casyon, Texas \ \

1Y g
Dear Sir: ' (/fngﬁhai \

Opinion No. 0-288B4-.__
Reil Authority of Wost‘t::i
Stqte Teachars Coll ::ia
sh Qorreapondenss” ¢ourses
10T students

/J
letter of Qotober 30, 1940,
pent, whioh resds as follows:

Ve are in receips of\y
_tnqgeltina the opinion of ¢ ;

"#e have abpp rrespondence work from &
te Hormal. T should liks to

bave your opini - ity of our handling this
application, of edurse, that colored students

ars not permitted to attend\the astate institutione of higher
learning for“tbe white, dut I do not kanow about correspon-
dence wqrk. I ghall thsnk for your opinion in this conneg-

time( vaflous iunstlgutions of higher learaing, emong whieh are
Toughers Colleges, formerly known &8s normal
oolleg uch ¢glleges have been established for the training
of both white and’ colored teschera. -

S :
j 1879, page 181, the legislature provided for
t of Frairie View State Normal in the following

: B *Sec. 1, Be it enscted by the Legislature of the

g State of Texss, That there shall be established at Prairie
=2 - Yiew (formexrly oalled Alte Vistas), in ¥sller County, in

4 ' thisg Stete, a normal school for the preparstion snd train-
i ing of colored teaochers.” '
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The name of such school wape designated as "Frairie
View Etate Normal and Industrial College™ by Acts 1890, pege
388, and provision has been made for the maintsnande, support
azd government of such school f£or the treining of colored
teachers sxd "rfor receliving such number of studsnts of both
sexes as the school can best accomodate.” See isrticles R638
to 8“5’ B, C. 5. 19285.

The Weat Texas State Kormal Colleoge was esteblished
by the 318t Legisleture, icta 1909, page B35, which act reads
in part as foliowss

"Seotion 1. That a State Normel School for the
sducation of white teachers is hereby estavlished at e
place in Texas and located weat of the $8th meridien.
The name of 8sid normal school shall be the West Texss
State Normal College.” (Emphssis added)

By Aots 1823, page 341, the name of the Vest Texas
St;tc Nozmal College was changed to "“West Texas 3tate Teachers
Co l.s.u

The 1925 Hevision of the Civil Statutes of Texas
does 10t ocarry forward ené set out inm full ull the aots estabe
lishing the verious State Teacheras Colleges in Texas, but it
is provided in Article 2844, K. C. &. 19EE, es follows:

"gxcept a8 herein provided, all laws establishing
Ztete Teuchers Colisges or normal institutes for the
training of white tsachers providing for their government,
oontrol end maintenance sre gontinued in force, and all
susk aollsges which are or may be established by law shall
be under the general control and management of the Board
of Rsgoents of the State Teacuers Collieges.”

hArtiole 28647, R. C. 8, 198D, as asrended, enumerates
the powers and duties of the Board of Regents of such collsges,
and without referring in detail to the provisions thereof, we
note that it is clecrly contemplated that such State Teachers
Colleges are for the sdueation of white persons.,

Frox a consideration of tiue foregoing sots, and the
various statutes applicable to the West Texas State Teadhers
Collegs ané Pruirie View State NKormel and Industrial Collegs,
it becomes spparent that it wae the legislistive intent to pro-
vide the West Texas State Teachers College for the educatlon
of white psrsons, snd the Prairie Vigw Siate Normal & Industrial
College for the education of colored persons; sach separate and
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yndependent and having a separate sphere in which it might
conduct 1ts activities, the facilities of Frairie View State
Normal and Industrial College being confined to the education
of colored persons snd neat Texas State Teuchsrs College to
white persons, [he proper determination of your question,

in our opinion, does not depend so much upon whsther & student
of one rade "attends™ a school for the other raoce, dut whether
o8t Texes State Isachers Ccllege hus statutory authorizetion
to devote its funda and faooilitles to vhe educstlon of other
than the white race.

It is our opinion that WesSs Yexas Htave Taachers
Colleze is rnot authorized to dovote 1ts funds wnd facilitiles
to the education of eolored siudentaz or tesanhers, elther through
attendsnce or by correspondenco c¢courseg,its powers having been
limfted by its charter and applicable statutos,
Yours very truly

ATTCENEY GOEXERsL OF TEXAS

By ’?/ ’cw
Csc C. Cammepck
Assistant
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