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- OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. OF TEXAS

AUSTIN
g Honoradle E, Y, Cunningban
N Gounty Auditoer
M 1 Nevarro County
‘"' Qorsiesns, Texss
l ot
i, Dear Sirs Splnien Ec. :
iy et Are tif

: LYA

N budget?

) Your lotter of Hovepmber 27tk rt ueatiag an op!nlan

3 of this depsrtzent, resde io\part as 1

4 "#s sre oparating * bounty on the tudget

L basis, the date ¢ ii sm\Janua lst, %0
Deganber Slst, "o QOmw
alssioners wh- - in the Rosd

‘ and Brid - ‘

E titled to go b¢~‘ o work Dagembar let end that

; the billn and\g 3 '»u-[-- ing Desambey would

; be o8 R% xinry. How os Jandaxy lss,

$ iz the : - y noy pudget sny alafms atd

sharged to the 194

: ” Dacesber snd pay them ocut of the
1941 baBget? /Thete saue oommissiogers are fiow éne

- pédget 4ot up for 1940, Jenunsyy les,
- ne new budgets They elaim they are ene
titled t: ¥eTk durlng the acnth of Decomber and
.eharge Beme up t0 the 134l budget, UTo they havae
this risht or ao%?’

Article 6&9&~11. Vﬁwnaa'ﬁ Annotated Givil Statules,
provides in port es fellowsy

" * % % dnen thoe hudget hes heon finelly aprroved
by tis Jaamisaianays' Gaart, the budget, am approved by
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Honorable &, Y, Sunninghem, page

the Couxrt shell be filed with the Clerk of the County
Sourt, and tu.es levied only in aceordance tharewith,
and no expenditure of the funds of the county skhell
thereaftor be nude oxcept in strict sonplisnce with

- %he budget 83 adopted dy the Ceurt, Except that
emsrgency expenditures, in cuss of grave publie neces-
aity, to meet unusual aud usforeseen csonditions whieh
could not, by reescnably diligent thought and attention,
have been inoluded in the originsl budget, mey from
tine to time be authorized by the Court as amendments
t0 the originsl dbudget, In aldl gases where such suende
ment o the original budget is nads, & c0py of the ore
deyr of the Court amending the budgo% shell be f£iled with
the Clerk of the County Cours$, and sttachei to the bdude
get orlginally sdopted,”

We held in our Opinion 0«1008, Attorney General's Annual
Beport for 1939, pare RBE, that sfter the aeuntg.m«t M8 been
finally dp;roroa by the ocommissiocaers'! sourt, the comzissionars’
oourt would not be suthorized to amend the original duliget, unless
the expenditures set out in the amandasnt to the budget were emer-
aana{ sxpeaditures and were daused and nnoaiaittspi‘bifa grave
pudblic necessity to meet unusual and unforessen cvnditieons whioh
eould net, by ressoxadly diligeat Shought snd attention, hsve
bteenr included 4in the originsl dudget,

It will be noted that Article 689s-E0, previding that
nothing in the 20t shall be construed to prevent the commissioners?
oourt from msking ohanges in the Budges for sounty purposes, does
not autherize the comaissioners! eourt te increase its tudges,
and any smendment or ohange made must be made under the provi-
sions of Artiocls 689a-ll, supra.

e assume from your letter that the budget has not
been amended in acgordsnce with the provisions of the ersiele
first above quoted, Presuming thet daoh eummiszsionsr is suthore
{zed to oxpend, in asrrying oo the work in his preecines, the
amount alloted ané set up in the originel dBudget for aush pure
poses, his suthority does not extend to effestusting expsnditures
boyona sush smounts 80 fixed unless pursuant to an smendment
adopted under the provisions of ths budget law,
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gonoradle E. Y, Cunningham, pare 3

It 45 therefore the opinlion of this departuent
thet the ocounty comilzzioners mre not authorizad to Snour
pills for the sxpenditure of eounty funis in Desenber of
3940 in exosss of the 1040 btudret or ervondicnts mude Shereto
i, py the eoxmisaioners! gourt,

Yours vory truly
ATTCRNEY GIN'RAL OF TELAS

UERINON
Ko [y TTEER
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