OFFICE OF
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Avsmuin,Trxas

1M1 DVANIEL

Hon. Tom 1.. Hartley
Criminal Distriot Attornwey
FAindurg, Texas

Dear 3ir: | ATTH: Mr. Jack Ross

Opinion No. 0-2998
Re: Salary of the County Treasurer of Hidalgo
County.

Your recent request for an opinion of this Department
upon the questions as are herelin stated has been received.

Your letter reads in part as follows:

Tarly in the year 19480 amd prior to the ex-
piration of the filing dates for candidates for
county offices, the 1go County Commissioners’
Court passed an order reducing the salary of the
County Treasurer from $225.00 per month to $50,00
per month, effective January 1, 1941,

‘Bm.l&&wnty has a population of approxi-

mately 106, aceording to the 1980 census, the

exact figures not having yet been released. Ac-

W to the 1530 census it had a populetion of
» -

“The Commissioners' Court's position is that
the office of County Treasurer 1s useleses in this
county for the reason that the duties that might be
performed by our County Treasurer are performesd by
the auditing department, and that it is a waste of
mongy to pay out this sum for & treasurer.

‘The County Treasurer f'iled, was naminated in
the pr ;, Aand has now beer elected, and 1t is his
position t in view of the fact the Treasurer's
salary has been $2,700.00 per year for yoATSs
and was that amount during the year 193°, Com~
missioners' Court is now powsrless and was then
powerless to reduce the amount of his salary dbelow
the amount paid the holder of that office during
the year 1935.
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‘We have also read a s of your Opini
No. 0-1354, addressed to Hom. 3:0!: Weiesh Cm‘?

Attormey of Cameren County, Texas m te of
Oot.ebcx- 2, 1939, either on & similar or idunueu
question. If that opinion will answer inquiries
hereinafter propounded we will apprecists your send-
ing us a copy of the same.

‘Taking into sonsideration the above-stated
facts, we uxﬂ:m 1y submit for yeur consideration
and opinion following questions:

‘1, Would the Commissionsrs' Court during the
yoar 194C have the power and authority to reduge the
oruuc Treasurer of County,

salary
Texas from §2 per ysar to $600.00 per year?
2. Will the newly elected Commissioners' Court,

after properly J'..m-g 1, 1931, Mave

the power to nﬂ’gﬁ" Con "l‘r.u-
urer of Hidalgoe County, 'run-, from $2,700 per year
to $600.00 per year?”

Section 13 of Article 3912, Vm s Amnmotated Civil
Statutes reads in part as followst

“The Commissionere’ ceux-t in ¢ounties having a
pqmlation of twenty thousand (20,000) inhadbitants or

» Aand less than one hundred and ninety thcuﬂ.nd
(190 000) inhabitants according to the last p
Federal Cenisus, 15 heredy authorised and it Ml bo
its duty to fix the salaries of all the foll
named officers, to-wit:....treasurer.... Eash of said
officers 1 be paid in money an cnmal salary in
twelve {12) equal installmente of nct less than the
total sum earned as compensation him in his offi-
alal capacity for the fiscal year 193%, and not mere
than the maximum amount allowed sush officer under
laws existing on August 28, 1935)....°7

We Lelisve that our Opinions Nos. 0-1354 and 0-2973 are
relative to the quastions propound in your ingulry. We are en
cloaing eoples of thess ~opinions for your mtomucn.

Under the abm—num facts and in view of Soctien 13,
Article 3912e¢, supre, and the authorities cited in the above-
mentioned opinions, you are respectiully advised that it 1is the
opinion of this Department that the Commissioners' Court of Hidalgo
County must fix the salary of the County Treasurer at & sum not less



Hon. Tom L. Hartley, Page 3

than the total sum earned as compensation by the County Treasurer
in his offtcial capacity for the fiscal year 1935, and not more
than the imum amount allowed such officer under laws existing
om August 24, 1935. Therefore, your questions as above stated are
answered in the megative.

Trusting that the foregoing fully answers your inquiry,

we are
Very .u-uly yours
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
By (signed)
Avdell Willisme
Assistant
AW 1AW /JCP
APPROVED JAN 13, 19%1 | . APPROVED:
(#d) Gerald C. Mamn Opinion Committes
A RNEY

OENERAL OF TEXAS ; By B.¥.5., Chairwan

W.J.P.



