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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

gSonorable Thomas Vheat
County Attomey :
tidverty County
Liberty, Texas

Yy

¥ Dear Siri

i
iditions of proporty for
vhere the sounty is - i
prating under the Of- !
3 ficerx* 3alary Lav? - - X ‘I
; s of this department !
as fcllmru . '
- . otur & Ancuor of = !
requested of ms an. - ’ R
O _ not he and his deputies = = S
- % : sonduct end -discharge of & a0 ]
A N1 s aff:[ce,, such &s &ssessing land -
v tavres ik the collectiing of taxes in L . '_ ,
3 . t ths County, would be ent:ltlcd S
3 s the County for ‘ressanable travel- .. - IR
b acurred,. in viev of the fast that
- B nty A opera.t:Lns unden ﬂu Gfﬂ.cera Sahry S
= "After he a.slted me the qmaatinn, I a.dviaed.
him that in my opinion, he vas entitled to the
A travelling expenses in visev of the fact that under .
E o the law 1t is his duty and the duty ¥f hia deputiesn {
to aszess land for taxatio= snd in so doing they . §
B # must travel about the County, and I d4id4 this be- . :
¢ 3 cause of subdivisiocn B of Article 3399 of the
8
- NA . . . oo oo e o e eiiiiD i e i iid e i e m e —me— o n : "’
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Revised Civil 3tatutes of Texas, as enacted by

the Acts aof 1937, 35th Legislature, Pirst Call ' ’
Session, page 1817, Chapter 37, Section 1, vhich ]
reads as follows: : :

|
H
""2ash officer named in this Act, where he i
recsives a salary as eompensation for his services, :
- shall be empovered and permittad to purchase and
have charged to his County, 21l reasonable ex- |
3 penaes nscessary in ths proper and legal conduet B
of his offies,...' . ° | g
. "13yeh expenses to be passed en, p'n-d.tor- - ’g
mined and allowved in kind and amounts, as nearly S
as possible, by the Commissloners! Court once o : -
esch manth for the ensuing month, upon the ap- : _ L
Plication by each officer, stating the kind, pro-
bable amonnt of expenditure, and the necessity .
for-the expenses of his office for such ensuing
month, vhich, application shall, before presenta-
3 tion to said court, firat de endorsed by the
3 - County Auditor, it anr, ate.'!

"Irnndorthclav it iuthodutyorthorax
o Collector & Assesxor €0 get ocut andiprocure rendi- < -
8 tions of land for taxation and as such, he incurs
a travelling expenses, it is my opinion that he
- 4 wvould de entitled to reacver the same from the

: County, snd that the County would de liadle to
peYy the same. Of course, the Commiasianers’ Court
to.pass upen’'the probedle amount, kind, ets., in -
aécordance: t:_lﬁh mdivinicm'b' of A.rt.tclc 3899,
md. .J';' o e

;g ‘wnhregnrdtovhather.tt .u thcdntror |
the Tax Sollector andt Axsesszor to get oul and:
procure renditions of land for taxation and pro-
cure assessments, I first refdr you to Article .
u 7189 of the Revised Oivil Statutes or 1925, vh:.ah -
E ] adl as follon: - '

T

"Asuuora or taxes sha}.l, Detveen th. first

. day of January and the thirtisth day of April of
. 2 each year, proceed to. taks s list of taxable pro-- .
gt perty, real and personal, in his county mﬁ sasess

tho ‘valu¢ tharaor in thﬁ m.nncr folloﬂng, to wity
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By callinz upon the person, or by calling

at the offiee, place of busireas or the
rosidence of thes person, and listing the
property required by law in his nams, and
requiring sueh person to make s statement ~
undey said cath of such praperty in the form
hereinafter prescribed.’

"As such you see it is the duty of the
Tax Aasessor and Collsetor or his deputy to
call upon the peraon or by calling at the of-
fice or plase of businass of said tax payer
and in doing this nacessarily hs must get
out and inocur soms travelling sxpenses, be—
cause he rmist travel to these places. '

“Then X refer you to Xrticls 721% with
regayd to oath that the tax assessor and col-
lector and deputy in this State have to take,
this Aprticle prescriding ths oath, wvhich is
as followas - , \

oy, , tax assessor {or deputy
tax asE9330F, a3 Lhe csse may bs) in and for

: .County, Texas, 40 solemnly swear
that I will personslly view and inspeest all
the real estats and improvements thereon sub-
jeok to taxation, lying in saild aounty, that -
nay be rendered to me for taxation by any :
corporation o» individual, or by their agent
or representative, a2 fully as may be practi--
cable, and that I vill, as fully as is practi-
cable, view and Inapeet all other taxabls
property in szid county rendersd to me as .
aforesaids seieet o7 o

*As such he takes an oath that hs will
g0 out and do these things, and he will travel
eround and viev this property, and how can he _ ‘
viav tha property unless he travels sround. : l

YAa such, 1t is =y opinion that sinee 1%
is his duty to get out and call upon these '
peopls for the purpose of procuring aszess- l
ments and get out and view the property, vhish = =
he ecan only do by travelling from place to !
place, beaauss the county can't come to the



- for his gar, vhen @ised in travelling over the csunty to mt ana’ .
.+ procure. penditions: of property for .taxde. In other words, the
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county seat vhore his offiee 1a, and since this
is his duty, certainly under Article 3899, sub-
division B, he should ba entitlsd to these ex-
pensss nacessary in the legal and proper con-
duct of his office and I say he should de entitl-
ed to his travelling expenses and for any other
bill that he mey incur under sudh ¢ircumstance.

- "Plesse render me an immadiste opinton upon
this qQuestion, disoussing it at longth, eit:l.ns
any casex you may be able to find." ,

‘' Officers vho are compensated on a fee 'buil AYre -poeir-
1eally authorized by Seoctlan A of Article 3899, to pay aatusl
and necessary traveling sxpensss out of fees sarned by such or-
ficers. Section B of Ariicle 3899, suprs., . provides:

¥Pach officer named in this Ast, vhere he
receives & salary aa compensation for his sewvices,
.shall bes smpovered and he permitted to purchase
and have charged to his eounty all reasonables ex-
penses nocessary in thc propor and 1ega1 candnct :
d.ﬁ hil office O s .

Wo havc 'boon unable to £ind any cno \rhu-a the Lppomto
Courts have oonatrued the above quoted provision of Seetion B
touching . the question ve have under asonsideretion. Howvever, ve
believe that Seetion B, Article 3899, supre, authorizing the tax
assessor-gollector to purechase and have charged to his eounty n:Ll_, '
reasonablse- expensas necessary in the proper and legal asonduct of
his office, is broad. encugh.to inglude such reascnabls and nes- = . .
essary sxpenscs as may de inqurred in dbuying gasaline, oil, ctc.,

" assessop.and colledbor vould not bs permitted te charge fow the

use of his ¢ar, but: vould de slloved the reasonable and nocesury :

expense;ineunrred. in’ opora.t:lng the ssms Yhen performing his officisl
dutles s% above mentioned,. The sane answer would be a.pplicahle, £
such otrie:lal dnti.nt m porramd Y m- tloputhn.- g

!mat.‘..ng tha.t thn« rmgomg rnl;l.y snsvers your mquj.ry, : J

we are . _
~3QVEDFEB T 194l "t qu hid v
FEEROV LER T wromz GENERAL oy TEXAS.
. T TORVEY GENERAL OF TEAAS B Ardell Vinim
e T Assistant




