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-orable Tom De-, He61b6r 
St&3 Beard of c0latro1 
Austin, Texas 

Dear Sir: OpinionRo. O-3294 
Rer Authority to approve rooounts for 
automobile repair work done for the 
State Park6 Board by a garage ouned by 
a member of the Parks Board. 

He have your letter of ldaroh 17, 1941 outliniag~ the following facts: 

OThe Terns State Parks Board has presented to the Claims. Division of thin Board 
for Lt6 approval certain Invoices for repair work and parts installad in certain 
automobile6 and trucks belonging to the Parks Board.. These iwoioes were render- 
ed bythe J. V. Ash Xotor~ Come of Bastrop, Texan whioh is ,ovmed by I&. J. V. 
Ash, a miimber of the Park6 Board, and have been approved for paym6nt by Mr. Ash 
in his capacity as a member of the said Board. The parts ware billnd at the 
66m6 discount which the State now seoures under it6 auto parts oontract, Iut 
otherwise there was no~oompetitiw element in the trauoaotion astiis Board has 
no meau8 to control labor charges." 

You request our opinion in response to the following questions: 

"1. Can this Board legally approve for psynmnt the above mentioned invoices 
whioh were both rendered and approved w a memtir of the State Parks Board? 

"2. Could this Board legally approve for payment said invoices if they were 
approved by some other member of the State Parks Board thanthe seller himsslf2" 

Liabilities of the kind under ocnsideration are ordinarily incurred 
by the respeotive state Deparhaents. Article 634, ReVised Civil Statutes, 
providing that "The Board of Control shall purchase all supplies used by each 
Department of the State Government" hardly could be said to take out of the 
hands of a department the power to-incur obligations for autcmobile repair 
ucrk. Such is the practical oonstrvotion given by the statute by the various 
departments of the State government owr many yearn. Applying what we haoq 
just said to tlm present case, the purchase of thisrepair work was by the State 
Parks Board, not by the Board of Control. 
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Such b6iag true,ne ar6 compelled to ad~sethat the olaim may 
not be set up for payment, Mwth6r approved by Mr. Ash or by any other 
mQnber of the State Parks Board, and w.6 anmer both of your quentioas in 
the negative. we enclose aopies of our ~OpiIliOnS Nos. 0-878, &10$4, and 
O-260311 whioh suffioiemfly explain our reason6 for &h6 above holding. 
YOU will note the differenoe betueea th6 faotn ia opinion Ho. O-2SOSA and 
in this OM. There the purohase -6 made w the Board of Control. 

Your6 verytruly 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

By /s/Glenn R. Lanrls 

Glean R. tii6 
A5.ssist~mt 

GRL: AMM:egr 

APPRUVED APRIL 16, 1941 
/a/ Grovw Seller6 
FIRST ASSISTAN!T 
AT!IOR3EY GENEXAL 

APPROVED 
OpilliOrp comittee 

ByBWB 
ChaiZWl- 


